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Agawam supports 
our troops 


ON SATURDAY, APRIL 12TM, a rally to "Support The Troops 


was held on the Veterans’ Green in Agawam Center. This patriotic event was 
organized by the Agawam Veterans’ Council and the Department of Veterans’ Service, Western Hampden District. In photo above: An Honor 
Guard from the Agawam American Legion (Wilson Thompson Post 185) was on hand during the rally. From left: Darcie Calise, William Quesnel 
(Assistant Sergeant-At-Arms), Elizabeth Melchiori (Wilson Thompson Auxiliary Unit 185), Joseph Calise, William Mahar, and tarry Landry, 
fln right photo: State Trooper Chris Sanchez, veteran of the Persian Gulf War and president of the Agawam Veterans’ Council, spoke to those in 
attendance at the rally. Sanchez is currently collecting cards for American military personnel who have been wounded during ’’Operation Iraqi 
F i eedom and are now recuperating at the Naval Hospital in Washington. For further information about this project, call the local Department 
of Veterans' Services at 786-0400, ext. 236 or 237. 


COLONEL JOYCE C. HUMPHREY (left photo) spoke during the "Support The Troops" rally on Saturday, April 12th, at the Veterans’ Green 
m Agawam Center. To complement the emotionally stirring words that were heard throughout this event, instrumental music was provided bv 
Reverend James Jasmin of Faith Bible Church (Shoemaker Lane). Agawam’s rally included the tying ofvellow ribbons which bear the names of 
town residents who ve been deployed overseas. In center photo: Ray Desrosiers is standing next to the ribbon for his son, Peter, a sailor in the 
United S ates Navy who's stationed aboard the aircraft carrier U.S.S. Constellation. In right photo: Mary Ellen Morissette, the president of 
Wilson Thompson Auxiliary Unit 185, demonstrated her patriotic pride by carrying an American Bag during the rally. In addition to members 
of un. Amciican Legion, various local dignitaries were present to honor the 


men and women of the U.S. Armed Forces who have participated in 


Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
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by Edward A. Kellogg 

Director/Agent - 786-0400, Ext. 236/237 


”Operation Iraqi Freedom” 


Veterans’ Corner... 


Rally for the troops 
a great success 


Want to keep up on all the latest news In Agawam and Feeding Hills? Then be sure to 
subscribe to The Agawam Advertiser News! A one-year subscription costs only $26, so mail 
your check today to “The Advertiser News,’’ P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 


PICTURED ABOVE are Agawam residents who have been deployed with the 387 AEG to the 
Middle East in support of "Operation Iraqi Freedom." They are made up of members from the 
104th FW Barnes ANG and the 103rd FW Bradley ANG. The American flag they are display¬ 
ing is one of two that was flown on a combat mission by an Agawam pilot, Major Ian Gebow. 
Both flags will be presented to the Agawam Veterans' Services and the Agawam Veterans' 
Cemetery at a future date (to be announced). These servicemen would like to thank tha Agawam 
Veterans' Services and the community for their support of the troops during "Operation Iraqi 
Freedom." From left: Msgt Craig Reed, Tsgt Demetrio Marquez, Tsgt John Kovalsky, Msgt 
Michael Styckiewicz, Smsgt Russell Wheeler, Sra Joseph Truschelli, Ssgt Chris Hearn, Sra 
Anthony Gaynoc, Smsgt John Major, and Tsgt James O'Brien. (Missing from photo: Agawam 
residents Major Ian Gebow, Msgt Brett Phillips, Msgt Jeffrey St. Jean, Sra David Thomas, Sra 
Michael Thomas, Tsgt Gary Smith, and Msgt Steven Seaha.) 


The April 12th rally for our troops was a GREAT 
success. I want to thank all the volunteers who helped 
put the program together, and thank all those behind 
the scenes. I cannot list everyone for fear I might 
leave someone out. 

There was so much interest in this event, I had 
quite a crowd to help make it happen. Thank you all. 
so much . 

The Street of Flags is gradually going up as we 
speak. Trying to get volunteers and ladders and 
screw guns, and get the weather to go along with us, 
is sometimes a challenge. It will happen in due time. 

I am looking for more names of people deployed or 
activated. Please feel free to call me here at the num¬ 
ber listed above. 

If you wish to send this overseas, you can bring it 
here to the office and I will bring it to the Pioneer 
Valley USO, Walker Ave., Box 33, Westover, MA 
01022.1 am retired military and I have a sticker on my 
truck, therefore, I can get on the base easier than 
most people. Security is at its peak. 

As most of your heard at the rally, Chris Sanchez, 
president of the Agawam Veterans’ Council, is col¬ 
lecting cards for the injured troops at the Naval 
Hospital in Washington. Many of the troops there are 
all alone and have no family to visit them because 
they are from the west coast. If you would like to send 
anything to them, you can drop it off here as well. 

Pease watch for my Veterans’ Corners. There are 
many things going on regarding our Soldiers, Sailors, 
Airmen, and Marines. 

GOD BLESS AMERICA!!! 










Do you ever feel like you're fumbling around in the fog when you’re 
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residents (led by Jack Conroy and known as JOSEPHINE & CHESTER GRUSKA OF WESTFIELD (at left) donated a collection of medals 


’’the youngtimers") has spread their patriotic recently to Bob McKean (far right), director of the Massachusetts Veterans’ Memorial 


enthusiasm to the community with their now- Cemetery in Agawam. The medals were originally awarded to Josephine and Chester's respec- 


famous "Street of Flags" along Main Street, tive brother^ both of whom were U.S. Army veterans of World War II. 


The Gruska family donates WWII & 
Korean War medals to Veterans’ Cemetery 


American Flags adorn both sides of Main 
Street on telephone polls from near the H.P. 
Hood Plant all the way to the Masschusetts 
Veterans' Cemetery. The group, which also 
includes Matt Blackak, Ray Spagnoli, Dick 
Bassett and Ed Disco, was busy flagging 
Feeding Hills Center earlier this week. "It's a 
lot of work, but we love it because we love our 
country," Matt Blackak told us. In top photo: 
Dick Bassett drills in a flag-holder into a tele¬ 
phone pole on Main Street. In photo below 
(from left): Matt Blackak, Ray Spagnoli, and 
Jack Conroy wave the red, white, and blue on 
Main Street near St. John's Church. One more 
note - "youngtimer" Ed Disco is a survivor of 
a Japanese kamikaze attack on the destroyer 
he was serving on during World War II. The 
flags for the project are donated each year by 
the Agawam Veterans' Office. 



Recently, Josephine & Chester Gruska of Westfield 
stopped by the Massachusetts Veterans’ Memorial 
Cemetery in Agawam for a visit with staff members. 
While visitors are frequent at the cemetery, this par¬ 
ticular one had a special purpose. Carefully wrapped 
in paper and accompanied by two tiny framed photo¬ 
graphs was a treasured collection of medals which Mr. 
& Mrs. Gruska presented to Cemetery Director Bob 
McKean and his staff members. 

Technician 4th Class Boleslaw (Red) Gruska hon¬ 
orably served his country in the U.S. Army during 
World War II. He arrived home after the war with his 
future ahead of him after having been awarded sever¬ 
al medals, including the Good Conduct Medal, the 
Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal, and the WWII Victory 
Medal. 

Master Sgt. Franceszek (Frank) Kulik also served 
his country honorably in the U.S. Army during World 


War II; incredibly, he continued to serve his country 
during the Korean War and was also honored with 
numerous medals, including the Bronze Star Medal, 
the Purple Heart, and the Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge. MSgt. Kulik, however, did not return from the 
Korean War with hi^ future; he was killed in action. 

Their memories have remained alive for Mr. & Mrs. 
Gruska; Tech4 Red Gruska was Chester’s brother, 
and MSgt. Kulik was Josephine’s brother. Because 
they wish the legacy of their brothers’ service to their 
country to remain alive, the Gruskas generously 
donated these items to the Massachusetts Veterans’ 
Memorial Cemetery. They will be proudly displayed in 
the Visitors’ Center Museum for all to see. 

The Massachusetts Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery 
Administration Office, located at 1390 Main Street in 
Agawam (which houses the museum), is open to the 
public from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 


Red, White & Blue Celebration to Support 
Our Troops scheduled for May 3rd 

playing music for dancing until 1:30 a.m. and there will 


For those who have husbands, family members, or 
friends in the service, the current state of the world 
can be a nerve-wracking place. 

Our troops need our support and we're having a 
Red, White & Blue Celebration to Support Our Troops 
on Saturday, May 3rd at Trumpets, 450 Memorial 
Drive in Chicopee, MAfrom 6:00 p.m.-1:30 a.m. 

There will be a cocktail hour from 6:00-7:00 p.m., 
with a buffet following until 9:00 p.m. DJ Mark will be 


Democratic Committee to meet May 7th 


The Agawam Democratic Committee will hold a 
general meeting on Wednesday, May 7th at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Community Room of the Agawam Public 


be raffle tickets for sale for many prizes. 

Tickets are $15 and include one raffle ticket for a 
big screen TV from Best Buy. Those 21 and over are 
welcome. Dress is casual. 

A portion of the proceeds will go to benefit the 
Family Support Center at Westover. 

For tickets and information, call 413-739-7311. 


Library. 

All those interested in learning more about the 
Agawam Democratic Committee are invited to attend. 


Think about this... 

54% of Americans are concerned about not having enough money for retirement. 

It's never too early or late to plan for retirement. To live comfortably, you’ll need about 70% of your 
pre-retirement income. So starting or fine-tuning your retirement plan today can help you move 
forward with confidence. For help, visit the Fleet location near you. 

Q Fleet 

Quick & Reilly, Inc. is a member NYSE/SIPC and an affiliate of Fleet Bank. Fleet Bank member FDIC. With Investing from Quick & Reilly 
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Guest Editorial... 

Democratic government’s stunning complexity 

by Richard C. Morassi 

Agawam City Councilor 


Recently it was reported in another local newspa¬ 
per that the Agawam City Council passed a resolution 
in support of the troops, and that I abstained from the 
vote because the forum was not appropriate to the 
resolution. Fortunately for me, I had already decided 
months ago not to run for office again. With coverage 
like that, I would not expect to win. Nor should I win if 
what was reported was the entire issue. 

The resolution in question, of course, involved 
much more than supporting the troops. It was, in fact, 
an affirmation of national war policy. If the resolution 
was only for supporting the troops and a prayer for 
their safe and swift return, I would have gladly sup¬ 
ported it. But it was much more than that. 

I personally have grave reservations about our 
national war policy. Yet, I had no desire to be public 
about it, especially during the war, because I am too 
far removed from the process to feel any kind of com¬ 
petency. For the same reason, I cannot say I agree 
with our national war policy when I am not there. 

I understand, according to the polls, that I am in a 
significant minority. Perhaps so, but I cannot deny my 
difficulty trying to square the teachings of Jesus of 
Nazareth with what is happening in Iraq. For me, this 


is a problem. 

The following is what I said at the Council meeting 
explaining my vote, and I would like to publicly thank 
The Agawam Advertiser News for the opportunity to 
do so. 

*** 

Thank you, Madam President. The relationship of 
the Agawam City Council to national war policy is so 
remote that in reality, it could be said there is none. 
This resolution, which addresses national war policy, 
is not appropriate to the forum because it has no rel¬ 
evancy to the decision-making. Divisiveness is 
caused, and what we do has no real effect. 

But this is just my perspective. I am with the 
philosopher, Voltaire; I may not agree with my good 
friend, Councilor Bitzas7but I would defend to the 
death his right to say it. The issue having been pre¬ 
sented, I will explain my position as best I can. 

So, what does it mean to support the troops? Who 
does not appreciate the young people who are willing 
to put themselves in harm’s way for our safety and our 
way of life? Who does not understand how valuable 
their young lives are, especially to their families and 


friends? I know what it is like to lose a young loved 
one. This is serious business. Service for the greater 
good is certainly something for which I have great 
respect, but this does not mean I support the 
President’s decision to forego the time given to 
inspections and diplomacy and make a unilateral pre¬ 
emptive strike. 

Do I know the President is wrong? No, I do not! But, 

I am also not convinced that this is not a mistake. Our 
goal is to make the world safer from terrorism. Will this 
war do that? That remains to be seen. 

Discussing war strategy in the Agawam City 
Council is more than uncomfortable. That we need to 
do so in order to address the resolution further under¬ 
scores the inappropriateness of the forum. I would 
vote for a resolution that says we support the troops 
and pray for their swift and safe return. But I cannot 
vote for this resolution because it implies agreement 
with the decision to start the war when we did. 

Again, I am not saying I know the President is 
wrong. Only that I cannot say I believe he is right, 
which a vote for this resolution would be saying. 
Therefore, I am abstaining. Thank you. 



Letters To The Editor 

Carla Lemnah-Warner, 
a truly gifted educator 

To the Editor: 

Occasionally in life you are fortunate enough to 
work with an individual who is truly special and gifted 
in their field of expertise and profession. At Agawam 
High School, Mrs. Carla Lemnah-Warner is such an 
individual. 

Mrs. Warner has been our son’s academic liaison 
for the past three years and what an incredible job 
she has done. Her efforts have not gone unnoticed. 
She sets a standard of excellence that is a model for 
the entire school system. 

As a parent, you hope that your son or daughter 
receives the very best when it comes to his or her 
education. Agawam has many fine educators that I’m 
sure have excellent presentation skills. Mrs. Warner 
does far more than just focus on presenting informa¬ 
tion to her students; she exhibits a genuine interest in 
the individual. Her honesty, sincerity, and straight for¬ 
ward approach earned her a respect that served as a 
motivational force in our son’s life. Education 
becomes special when a teacher has a relationship 
with a student that can actually motivate and positive¬ 
ly change that student’s approach to education. This 
is what Mrs. Warner has accomplished for our son. 

While reading a letter of recommendation that Mrs. 
Warner recently submitted to an area college on our 
son’s behalf, we realized just how well she knows him 
and how sincere an interest she has taken in his life. 
We are very grateful for her efforts and feel fortunate 
to have come in contact with such a professional. 

Mrs. Lemnah-Warner expemplifies everything that 
is right with education. 

Sincerely, 
April & Brian Rheault 
Agawam 

If you wish to put a "Letter To The Editor” 
in The Agawam Advertiser News, the 
etter must have your signature, street 
address, and phone number. However, 
we will not publish your street address 
or phone number. 


Agawam deserves kudos for 
Hazardous Waste Collection 

To the Editor: 

Agawam is definitely my kind of town! 

The words unbelievable, remarkable, and oh-so- 
professional come to mind when describing the 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection on Saturday, 
April 19th, at the Agawam High School parking lot. 

Wearing white coveralls and gloves, the workers 
looked like doctors in an emergency room. Why, they 
even removed all of the waste from my vehicle! 

Once again, thank-you Agawam ... you’re just a 
great town and a joy to report! 

Sincerely, 
Eddie Barako 
Feeding Hills 

Mayor expresses opposition 
to PVTA rate increase 

To Richard Mundo, Exec. Dir. 

Agawam Council on Aging: 

To the Editor: 

As my designee to the Board of the Pioneer Valley 
Transit Authority, I am requesting that you teke the fol¬ 
lowing steps: 

You are not to support or vote for the proposed rate 
of $4 each way on Dial-A-Ride service. This increase 
proposed by PVTA is unconscionable. Too many of 
the elders of Agawam rely on public transportation 


and particularly vans for medical visits, as well as to 
utilize the services provided at the Senior Center, and 
for food shopping. These are essential services and 
to argue that Dial-A-Ride services are not essential is 
turning a blind eye to those who require these servic¬ 
es most. 

Also, you are to request that the PVTA staff should 
significantly reduce administrative costs wherever 
possible. This should include all non-essential expen¬ 
ditures, such as travel, conference fees, and the pur¬ 
chase of equipment. 

Agawam, having only one fixed route as compared 
to other much larger communities such as the City of 
Springfield, should not subsidize these larger com¬ 
munities. 

Please keep me informed as to the progress made 
in these areas. Thank you for your efforts on behalf of 
all of our elder population. 

Very truly yours, 
Richard A. Cohen 

♦ 

Mayor 

Councilor Bonavita opposes 
PVTA fare increases 

To the Editor: 

On April 16, 2003, I attended the public hearing at 
the Agawam Senior Center and spoke with others 
against the proposed fare increases for the Dial-A- 
Ride van service. 

We all know we are in difficult fiscal times. The 


r 


SEE LETTERS - Page 5 
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LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF AGAWAM 
AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL 
APPROVED ORDINANCE 
TOR-2003-4 

An Ordinance to amend certain Fees in the 
Building Department. 

Said ordinance is of a length too cumbersome 
for publication. Accordingly, copy of said ordi¬ 
nance is available for reference at the office of the 
City Clerk, 36 Main Street, Agawam, MA between 
the hours of 8:30 A.M. and 4:30 P.M. Monday 
through Friday. 

PER ORDER OF THE AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL 
Gina M. Letellier, President 
Agawam City Council 

Published: April 24, 2003 


LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF AGAWAM 
AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL 
APPROVED ORDINACE 
TOR-2Q03-3 

An Ordinance to amend certain Fees in the 
Park & Recreation Department. 

Said ordinance is of a length too cumbersome 
for publication. Accordingly, copy of said ordi¬ 
nance is available for reference at the office of the 
City Clerk, 36 Main Street, Agawam, MA between 
the hours of 8:30 A.M. and 4:30 P.M. Monday 
through Friday. 

PER ORDER OF THE AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL 
Gina M. Letellier, President 
# Agawam City Council 

Published: April 24, 2003 


LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF AGAWAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS 


Notice is hereby given that the Agawam Board 
of Appeals will hold a public hearing at the Library 
Conference Room, Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper Street, Agawam, MA, on Monday, May 12, 
2003, at 6:30 P.M. for all parties interested in the 
appeal of the City of Springfield, Department of 
Public Works, which is seeking a Special Permit 
in accordance with Section 180-55, Paragraph 12 
of the Zoning Ordinances, which would allow for 
a modification of the final grading of the Bondi’s 
Island Landfill area known as Cell No. 1, located at 
the premises identifed as M Street 
Extension/Bondi’s Island Sanitary Landfill. 

Doreen Prouty 
Chairperson 

Published: April 24, 2003 


LETTERS - from Page 4 

headlines have been filled with talks of balancing 
budgets and cuts. 

But I believe the pendulum is now swinging too far. 
Seniors deserve affordable and reasonable services. 

The fiscal news is dominated by numbers crunch¬ 
ing and scrutinizing of budgets. While we know that 
fiscal responsibility is necessary, we must not forget 
that most of these issues affect people . 

People on fixed incomes should not be forced to 
pay unreasonable fare increases. 

Ultimately, the government’s job is simply to help 
people. The fare increases hurt people. 

Therefore, I oppose the Dial-A-Ride van fare 
increases. Seniors deserve better. 

Sincerely, 
Anthony C. Bonavita 
Agawam City Councilor 

AHS Volleyball Team thanks 
local residents for support 

To the Editor: 

The Agawam High School Volleyball Team and 
Booster Club would like to thank everyone who 
helped support our car wash held on April 19th at the 
Middle School. 

The money raised purchased warm-up jackets for 
the team and coaches. All of your support is greatly 
appreciated. 

AHS Volleyball Team 
and Booster Club 


The Agawam Advertiser News 

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF AGAWAM 
PLANNING BOARD 

The Agawam Planning Board will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, May 1, 2003 at 7:30 PM at 
the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper Street, 
Agawam, MA. The purpose of this hearing will be 
to hear the petition of John Ansart for a proposed 
zone change at 1265 Suffield Street. The request 
is to zone the entire parcel Business B which is 
currently zoned both Business B and Agricultural. 
A copy of the proposed zone change can be 
obtained from the Agawam Planning Office or the 
Agawam Town Clerk’s Office between the hours 
of 8:30 AM and 4:30 PM in the Agawam Town Hall, 
36 Main Street, Agawam, MA. 

BY ORDER OF: 

Dennis B. Hopkins, Chairman 
Agawam Planning Board 
Published: April 24, 2003 

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF AGAWAM 
PLANNING BOARD 

The Agawam Planning Board will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, May 1, 2003 at 7:15 PM at 
the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper Street, 
Agawam, l\AA. The purpose of this hearing will be 
to hear the petition of Luigi Chiarella for a pro¬ 
posed zone change at 371 South Westfield Street. 
The request is to zone the entire parcel Industrial 
A which is currently zoned both Industrial A and 
Agricultural. A copy of the proposed zone change 
can be obtained from the Agawam Planning Office 
or the Agawam Town Clerk’s Office between the 
hours of 8:30 AM and 4:30 PM in the Agawam 
Town Hall, 36 Main Street, Agawam, MA. 

BY ORDER OF: 
Dennis B. Hopkins, Chairman 
Agawam Planning Board 
Published: April 24, 2003 

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

AGAWAM PLANNING BOARD 

The Agawam Planning Board will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, May 1, 2003 at 7:00 PM at 
the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper Street, 
Agawam, MA. The purpose of this hearing will be 
to hear the petition of the Town of Agawam for a 
Revision to the Definitive' Subdivision Plan for 
Katy Lane (elimination of sidewalks). 

By Order of Dennis B. Hopkins, Chairman 
AGAWAM PLANNING BOARD 
Published: April 24, 2003 

For all the hometown news, 
you turn our pages each and 
every week... AANH! 


Alfred St. John Jr. 

August 31, 1929-April 25, 1997 

You Meant So Much 

You meant so much , to all of us 
You were special and that's no lie 
You hrighted up the darkest day 
And the cloudiest sky 
Your smile alone warmed hearts 
Your laugh was like music to hear 
I would give absolutely anything 
To have you well and standing near 
Not a second passes 
When you 're not on our minds 
Your love we will never forget 
The hurt will ease in time 
Many tears I have seen and cried 
They have all poured out like rain 
I know that you are happy now 
And no longer in any pain. 

Sadly missed by ~ family & friends 
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- Obituaries - 

RICHARD C. AUCOIN 

Richard C. Aucoin, 75, of Oxford Place, West 
Springfield, a veteran of World War II, died recently at 
the Sunbridge Nursing Home in East Longmeadow. 
Born in Worcester and educated in Agawam schools, 
he resided in Agawam at one time. He was a resident 
of West Springfield for 45 years. 

He was a machinist with United Engineers in 
Holyoke for over 30 years. He was a member of the 
Boy Scout Troop in West Springfield. He served with 
the U.S. Navy during WWII. He was a member of the 
First Baptist Church of West Springfield. 

He was predeceased by a son, Ronald Aucoin, in 
2001. He leaves three sons, Paul Aucoin of Texas, 
Mark of North Carolina, and James Weise of Texas; 
three daughters, Gail Dello Russo of Feeding Hills, 
Liz Green of Springfield, and Cindy O’Donnell of 
South Hadley; three sisters, Ruth Bailey of 
Connecticut, Lucille Bailey of California, and Arleen of 
Nevada; two brothers, Fred Trenholm of Maine and 
Kenneth Aucoin of Illinois; 12 grandchildren; five 
great-grandchildren; and several nieces and 
nephews. 

The funeral was scheduled to be held at the con¬ 
venience of the family, and there are no calling hours. 
The James P. Hobert & Sons Funeral Home of 
Holyoke was in charge of the arrangements. 

ISABELLE D. BERNATCHEZ 

Isabelle Dorene (Bassette) Bernatchez, 96, of 
Leesburg, Florida, died recently attheAvante Nursing 
Home in that town. She was born and raised in 
Agawam, and lived there for most of her life. She was 
an office clerk for the former S.S. Kresge Company in 
Springfield for 18 years. She was a former member of 
the Agawam Senior Center. She was also a former 
member of St. Theresa’s Church (now All Saints 
Parish), and a member of that church’s St. Ann’s 
Sodality. 

She was predeceased by her husband, Clifford 
Bernatchez, in 1978. She is survived by a sister, 
Sylvia Lindstrom of East Longmeadow, and a brother, 
Harry Bassette of West Springfield. She was also pre¬ 
deceased by a sister, Emaline Waite, in 2002. 

The funeral was held at the St. Thomas the Apostle 
Cemetery in West Springfield. -The Toomey-O’Brien 
Funeral Home of West Springfield was in charge of 
the arrangements. 

Donations in Isabelle’s memory may be directed to 
All Saints Parish, 74 Bridge St., Agawam', MA 01001. 

DOROTHY BROWN 

Dorothy (Sherwin) Brown, 86, of Agawam, died 
recently at home. Born in Raleigh, NC, she was the 

SEE OBITUARIES - Page 6 


In loving memory of 

Emily White 
Dintzner 

Who Passed Away September 15, 1999 


Happy 5th Birthday 

(April 25th) 



We love you and miss you. 

Mom, Dad, Daniel, Nathaniel, Tahitha, 
Hannah, Grandma B ire hall, Auntie- 
Grandma, Wendy & James B ire hall, and 
Godparents Gina & Darren B ire hall. 
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OBITUARIES - from Page 5 

third of seven children of the late Melvin Ernest & 
Edith (Dodson) Sherwin. In 1937, she earned her 
degree in chemistry at Women’s College of the 
University of North Carolina in Greensboro, NC ; She 
taught high school biology for five years in Gastonia, 
NC, and then went back to the University of North 
Carolina as a dormitory counselor and assistant in the 
chemistry department. During WWII, she served for 
five years as a bacteriologist for the city of 
Greensboro, NC. 

In 1954, she moved to Agawam, where she was a 
substitute teacher for a number of years, followed by 
work in special chemistry at the former Wesson 
Memorial Hospital and Baystate Medical Center. 
Considered by her peers to be an innovative flower 
arranger, she spent many hours gardening (thus 
assuring plenty of material with which to work). She 
was an advocate of natural habitat gardening. She 
was a long-time member of the Agawam Garden 
Club, with efforts in conservation and in staging flower 
shows. She was also a member of the Springfield 
(Barden Club and “The Garden Group.” 

She was a long-time member of the Agawam 
Congregational Church and was active in their 
Fellowship Guild (with emphasis on flower arrange¬ 
ments and garden gate activities). She was a member 
of the local Great Books Group, a volunteer at the 
Agawam Public Library, a member of the Center 
Library Association, and the book group “Page 
Turners." She also enjoyed many hours as an avid 
bridge player. 

Her husband of 51 years, Walter E. Brown, died in 
1999. She is survived by a son and his wife, Stephen 
P. & Judy Brown and their daughters, Elizabeth and 
Katherine, all of Nashua,. NH; a daughter and her hus¬ 
band, Susan P. & Joseph Demarest and their children, 
Greg, Lisa, and Russell Demarest, all of Newport 
News, VA; a stepson and his wife, Roger N. & Karen 
Brown of Feeding Hills and their children, Missy 
Brown of Palmer, Rick and his wife Nicole Brown and 
their children, Corey and Samantha Brown of Somers, 
CT; a sister, Hilda Sherwin of Bloomington, IN; a sis¬ 
ter-in-law, Keron Sherwin of Salisbury, NC; eight 
nieces and nephews; and 11 great-nieces and great- 
nephews. 

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, April 
26th, at 11:00 a.m. at the Agawam Congregational 
Church, 745 Main St., Agawam. The Agawam Funeral 
Home was in charge of the arrangements. Donations 
may be made to the Dorothy Brown Scholarship 
Fund, c/o Agawam Congregational Church, 745 Main 
St., Agawam, MA 01001-2573, or to the Agawam 
Public Library, 750 Cooper St., Agawam, MA 01001- 
2196. 

ANTHONY J. MARUCA 

Anthony J. Maruca, 82, of Barney St., Agawam, 
died recently at Baystate Medical Center in 
Springfield. Born in San Michele Catanzaro, Calabria, 
Italy, he came to this country in 1933 and had lived in 
Agawam for 52 years. He was the co-owner of A&A 
Cigarette Service, Inc., Main St., Springfield, for 40 
years. Previously, he worked at Van Norman Co. as 
the service manager for 15 years. # 

He was a decorated WWII Army veteran and 
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received the Purple Heart for wounds received in 
action. He also received the Victory Medal, Good 
Conduct Medal, and the European African Middle 
East Theater Campaign Ribbon. 

He was the husband of the late Rose A. (Scibelli) 
Maruca, who died on February 14, 1990. He leaves 
his sister, Susan Beaudry, and her husband, Clem, of 
Chicopee; a brother-in-law, Albert A. Scibelli, and his 
wife, Dora, of Hampden; three sisters-in-law, Florence 
Scibelli and Nancy Rueli of Springfield, and Alice 
Scibelli of Old Saybrook, CT; a niece, Cathie Rueli- 
Matulewicz, who cared for him in his later years; and 
many other nieces and nephews. 

The funeral was held at the Forastiere Smith 
Funeral Home of East Longmeadow and St. Mary’s 
Church in Longmeadow, with burial in St. Michael's 
Cemetery in Springfield. Please send living plants or 
donations to St. Jude Children’s Hospital Memorial 
Program, 501 St. Jude PI., Memphis, TN 38105. 

LOUIS A. PALLOTTA 

Louis A. Pallotta, 69, of 15 Keating Lane, Agawam, 
died recently at home. Born in Springfield to the late 
Vincenzo & Carmella (Gioccia) Pallotta, he moved to 
Agawam in 1965. He was a 1951 graduate of 
Technical High School and a member of the UNICO 
Club in Springfield. Growing up, he played and 
coached for the Six Corners football, basketball, and 
baseball teams. In 1950, the Ruth Elizabeth football 
team (with which he was involved) won the John L. 
Sullivan 10-12 League award. 

He worked for over 45 years and retired as the 
owner of the Louis Pallotta Paving Company in 
Agawam. The company was originally started by his 
father and was known as Pallotta and Sons. It later 
became Pallotta Brothers when he went into partner¬ 
ship with his brother, Enrico, and finally became Louis 
Pallotta Paving which is now run by his son, Vincent. 
He was an Army veteran of the Korean conflict and a 
member of St. John the Evangelist Church. 

His first wife, Helen (Korbut) Pallotta, died in 1973. 
He leaves his wife, Virginia (Canevari) Pallotta; three 
daughters, Ann-Marie Pallotta of East Longmeadow, 
Donna M. Pawlin of Agawam, and Joanne L. Pallotta- 
O’Hara of Medford; a son, Vincent J. Pallotta of 
Westfield; a brother, Enrico Pallotta of East 
Longmeadow; and three grandchildren, Louis, Alexis, 
and Mario. 

The funeral was held at the church and the 
Agawam Funeral Home, with burial in Agawam 
Center Cemetery. Donations may be made to the 
American Cancer Society, 30 Speen St., 
Framingham, MA 01701, or to the Visiting Nurse and 
Hospice, 50 Maple St., Box 9058, Springfield, MA 
01102-9058. 

ALAN C. WEIN 

Alan C. Wein of Boston and formerly of Agawam 
died on Wednesday, April 16th. He was the father of 
Rachel Wein of Boston, and the brother of Bruce Wein 
of Scarsdale, NY and Sandy Halperin of Chestnut Hill. 
He is also survived by nieces, nephews, and cousins. 

Services were held at the Stanetsky Memorial 
Chapels of Brookline. Expressions of sympathy may 
be donated in his memory to the Boston Center for 
Independent Living, 95 Berkley St., Suite 206, Boston, 
MA 02116. 
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Letter carriers 
to host Annual 
Food Drive 

On the second Saturday of May, May 10th, letter 
carriers in Agawam and more than 10,000 cities and 
towns across America will deliver much more than 
mail when they walk and drive along their postal 
routes. 

They also will collect the goodness and compas¬ 
sion of their postal customers participating in the 11th 
annual NALC National Food Drive. 

Letter carriers will collect non-perishable food 
donations left by mailboxes and in post offices and 
deliver them to local community food banks, pantries, 
and shelters. 

The effort by members of the National 
Association of Letter Carriers (AFL-CIO) and 
other volunteers is the largest one-day food drive 
in the nation. It has resulted in delivery of more 
than a half billion pounds of donations to com¬ 
munity food banks and pantries over the past 10 
years. 

All citizens need to do is to place a box or can of 
non-perishable food next to their mailbox before their 
letter carrier delivers mail on Saturday, May 10th. The 
carrier will do all the rest. The food is taken back to a 
postal station, sorted, and then delivered to an area 
food bank or pantry. There, it is available for needy 
families. 

An estimated 30 million people go hungry every 
day in America, including more than 12 million chil¬ 
dren. This drive is one way people can help those 
right in their own city or town who need help. 

In 2002, the drive provided 62.7 million pounds of 
food for the needy, including a one million pound 
donation of canned food from Campbell Soup. 

From inception, the U.S. Postal Service, AFL-CIO 
Community Services network, and local United Way 
organizations have been instrumental in the success 
of the drive. 

Postmaster General John E. Potter has been a 
longtime supporter of the drive and has asked for the 
full cooperation and enthusiasm of postal manage¬ 
ment at all levels - a necessity since the drive occurs 
“on-the-clock” while mail is being delivered. 

The drive has received the backing of AFL-CIO 
President John Sweeney and many affiliated unions, 
United Way of America President Brian Gallagher and 
local United Ways, as well as an^xtraordinary boost 
from “Family Circus” cartoonist Bil Keane, who pro¬ 
vides a special cartoon to promote the drive each 
year. 

Join John Kerry's campaign... 

Become a member of 
the New Hampshire 
victory squad 

Volunteers are needed to travel to Keene, New 
Hampshire on Saturday, May 3rd. We will be leaving 
Western Mass, at 8:00 a.m. and will be reporting to 
the John Kerry for President Campaign Headquarters 
by 10:00 a.m. 

We will be home before 5:00 p.m. 

For more details, call Rudy Altobelli at 786-1577. 


***** 


Want to keep up on all the latest news in Agawam and Feeding 
Hills? Then be sure to subscribe to The Agawam Advertiser News! 
A one-year subscription costs only $26, so mail your check today to 
“The Advertiser News,” P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 


***** 

If you visit the 
Advettiser News’ 
office at 23 
South wick Street, 
Feeding Hills (above 
Remillard 
Insurance), please 
note that our main 
entrance is in the 
back. Thank you... 


IT’S THE LAW 


NOW YOU CAN BUY CASKETS DIRECT AND SAVE “THOUSANDS” OF DOLLARS OFF 
FUNERAL COSTS. “SEE US BEFORE YOU MAKE YOUR FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS” 


Interest-free Pre-Planning with free Lay-a-ways. 

No monthly minimum payments. Financing available. 

We also accept MasterCard, Visa and American Express 

Pre-Need Planning with our Master Escrow Account 

Your money is placed in an interest bearing savings account 
in your name for your protection until the day of delivery. 
Their price: $2,200.00 Our price: $794.00 


There are no set monthly fees. 

No minimum payments required, no interest fees and no 
penalties if you cancel at any time, for any reason. You 
will receive all of your money back with interest within 
48 hours. We offer free delivery to the funeral home of 
your choice in Western Massachusetts. 
“Manufacturers Discount Casket Outlet” is a 



Wholesale Casket Distributor representing several 
National Manufacturers and has 104 casket models to choose from with 40 caskets on displa} 
in our showroom. All solid wood or metal caskets cam an 80-vear warranty. 

WE NOW SELL URNS, PET CASKETS, CEMETERY MONUMENTS AT DISCOUNTED PRICES ' Bt , l “ r *J owroo « a * 430 Main Street. Suite 14. \ga>»am - 

789-5559, or 24-hour Emergency Service. 204-0 24 

* Ask about our “Group Death Benefit Plan” and save an additional 20% discount off of our wholesale prices. 
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Agawam Library 
to display items on 
Sesquicentennial 
Celebration 

The Agawam Public Library showcase display dur¬ 
ing May will feature items and information about the 
Sesquicentennial Celebrarion in 2005, as well as pic¬ 
tures of High School musical groups from past years, 
many of whom will be gathering for a first rehearsal of 
the Coliseum Spectacular this coming May 18th. 

The display will feature a model of the Coliseum to 
illustrate how the many groups will be set up, along 
with some sheet music of some of the songs that will 
be on the . program for massed chorus, band, and 
visual performing groups. 

Another showcase will feature some Band and 
Color Guard uniforms that have been worn by these 
groups over the years, along with pictures from many 
of those years. 

The rehearsal on May 18th will be a chance to try 
out some of the potential music for the Coliseum pro¬ 
gram, which will be the opening event of the actual 
celebration in a couple of years. 

Alumni singers, dancers, Band, and Color Guard 
members will join yrfth present members of those 
groups, people from church choirs, and other local 
musicians for an afternoon at the Senior High School 
auditorium from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 

For the best in local goods and 
services, be sure to check our classi¬ 
fieds each and every week...AANU! 


Spfld. Turnverein to 
host roast pork dinner 

Please join the members of the Springfield 
Turnverein, at 176 Garden Street in Feeding Hills, on 
Friday evening, May 2nd for a roast pork dinner with 
all the fixings and dessert and coffee. 

Donation is $5 for adults and $3 for children under 
12 years of age. Reservations should be made by 
calling the Club at 786-0924 by April 30th. 

Please plan to join us for an enjoyable evening. 

American Legion 
to host Mother’s 
Day Breakfast 

The Agawam American Legion Post 185 is hosting 
a Mother’s Day Breakfast on Sunday, May 11th from 
8:00-11:00 am All moms will eat for half-price and it 
is open to the public. 

For more information, contact Bill Quesnel at 532- 
9527 or the Post at 786-4806. 

Senior Ctr. to hold 
can/bottle drive 

The Agawam Senior Center is having a deposit 
can and bottle collection at the Senior Center on 
Saturday, May 10th from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Funds to be used for furnishings for the new exten¬ 
sion. 


Poetry workshops 
& reading at 
Agawam Library 

The Agawam Public Library is pleased to welcome 
back Tom Nicotera for a series of three poetry work¬ 
shops and a poetry reading on four Wednesdays - 
May 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th - at 7:00 p.m. in the 
library’s small conference room. 

The workshops may be taken as a series or inde¬ 
pendently. The program is free and open to adults 
and young adults (sixth grade and up). Please regis¬ 
ter at the library, or call the Information Desk at (413) 
789-1550, ext. 109. 

* May 7th - “Writing the Poem”: 

This hands-on poetry workshop will go from start¬ 
ing the poem (imagination, memory, and experience), 
writing the poem (letting the poem flow), editing the 
poem (find out what makes a bad poem bad), and 
presenting the poem (tips on publishing, readings, 
and slams). Whether a person writes poetry or has 
never written a poem, this workshop will be suitable. 

* May 14th - “The Language of Poetry”: 

This workshop will explore new ways to get the 
poem started using imagination and a language of the 
senses, the foundations of imagery, editing, and more 
tips on publishing and presenting the poem. All levels 
are welcome. Participants need not have taken the 
first workshop to enjoy this one. 

* May 21st - “Sources, Forces, and Influences”: 

This follow-up to the first two poetry workshops will 

explore additional sources for starting a poem, influ¬ 
ential 20th-century poetry movements and forces that 

SEE WORKSHOPS - Page 9 
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SPRING SPECIAL 




$500 Off 




List your home with Park Square Realty between May 1, 2003 
And May 31, 2003 and subtract $500 from your Brokerage fee. 

(Certain considerations apply) 

~ Make your reservations today ~ 


WESTFIELD 
(413) 568-9226 


AGAWAM/FEEDING HILLS 
(413) 789-9830 
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A ’’roaring” success for the Lions Club 



THE MEMBERS OF THE Agawam Lions Club hosted a corned beef and cabbage supper last 
month at the Agawam Middle School. The proceeds from this event will be used to benefit their 
yearly scholarships and other charitable endeavors. In photo above: The "kitchen crew” at the 
Middle School included club members George Collins, Thomas Vella, Scott Wheller, Michael 
Roy, and John Negrucci. 
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Forastiere Funeral 
Home to host 
retirement seminar 

All of us at some point in our lives think about our 
retirement years. We all want to enjoy these years 
with peace of mind. Maybe do the traveling we always 
dreamed about. How do we get our affairs in order? 
Where can we find safe travel options? 

These questions and more will be answered by the 
experts in an informative seminar held at the 
Agawam Public Library Meeting Room, 750 
Cooper Street, Agawam on Tuesday, May 20th 
from 2:00-3:30 p.m. 

Attorney Holly Lewis will speak on Asset 
Protection, Estate Planning, and Medicaid. Funeral 
Director JoAnn Forastiere Skiba will speak on Funeral 
Pre-Planning, Pre-Registration to the Massachusetts 
Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery, and Cremation 
Options. Program Ambassador Eleanore Kepler for 
Elderhostel Travel Organization will speak on 
Extraordinary Travel and Learning Adventures for 
people age 55 and over. 

Free packets of information will be available and 
refreshments will be served. If you would like to 
attend this free seminar or would like more informa¬ 
tion, please contact Forastiere Funeral Home to 
register at 786-2600. 




.. utwocr i», 

Senior Renter 


P.O. BOX 238 


AGAWAM, MA 01001 


TO COINCIDE WITH THE LIONS' corned beef and cabbage supper, the Agawam Lioness 
Club conducted a fundraising bake sale. In left photo: Kathy Turnbull, Shirley Shea, and Terry 
Angotti are all smiles during the sale. In right photo: Alice Olsen and Mary Roy hold just one 
of the many taste-tempting baked goods that were available during the bake sale. 


Nova Scotia & Priiroce Edward Island... 

Take a 10-day trip by deluxe motor coach to Nova 
Scotia and Prince Edward Island, leaving from the 
Agawam Senior Center on September 7, 2003 and 
returning on September 16, 2003. 

This 10-day trip includes a journey along the Cabot 
Trail; a two-night stay in Cape Breton Island, as well 
as a tour of Halifax. We’ll spend two nights in 
Charlottetown, PEI, and visit several of the highlights 
there. 

We’ll see the scenic Peggy’s Cove, The Citadel, 
and other interesting places. Coming home, we’ll stop 
in Bar Harbor and tour Arcadia National Park. We will 
leave time for shopping and sightseeing along the 
way. 

For more information, please call Cathy Sears at 
786-9526. 


If you visit the Advertiser News’ office at 23 Southwick 
Street, Feeding Hills (above Remillard Insurance), please 
note that our main entrance is in the back. Thank you. 

ilflllt Member - American Optometric Association 


ll|m ■ ninoMwii nasuuauuii 

I||||j) Andrew E. Boraski, O.D. And 
Elizabeth Ryan, O.D. 

Optometrists 

Comprehensive Eye Health Care 
Convenient Evening & Saturday Hours 
Contact Lens Specialists 
Credit Cards Accepted 
Contracted Provider For: 

BC/BS of MA (when applicable) _ 

HMO Blue, Blue Care 65 & Blue Choice Contact Lenses 

Secure Horizons and 

Medicare Contact Lens 

Davis Vision S ° luti °"° 

Cigna 

ConnectiCare 334 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam 

(413) 789-0031 


Health New England 


Alan L. Ferrigno 

Attorney at Law 




546 Springfield Street . i 
Feeding Hills 

(413) 786-9454 ^ 


* Personal Injury/Auto Accidents 

* Wrongful Discharge from Employment 

* Business Organization/Litigation 

* Incorporation 

* Estate/Medicaid Planning/Wills 

* DWI Defense 

Over 25 years professional experience 
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Friends of the Ag. Library to meet May 1st 


Slideshow on 
wildflowers slated 
at Agawam Library 

In celebration of “National Wildflower Week” (May 
4th-10th), the Agawam Public Library is pleased to 
welcome Charlie Spencer with a slideshow presenta¬ 
tion of wildflowers on Monday, May 5th, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the library’s Community Room. 

Spencer founded “National Wildflower Week” in 
1987 to honor his mentor, naturalist and botanist 
Edward Piela, for his work teaching and promoting 
wildflowers. 

Spencer served two terms as chairman of the 
National Ecology Commission (Secular Franciscan 
Order) from 1993-2001. He may also be heard on 
Saturdays from 6:00 to 9:00 a.m., and on Sundays 
from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. on WHYN-AM 560. 

The May 5th program at the library is free and open 
to the public. Space is limited, so please register at 
the library or call the Information Desk at (413) 789- 
1550, ext. 109. 


WORKSHOPS - from Page 7 

shaped today’s poetry, more editing tips such as han¬ 
dling cliches and reducing verbal baggage, and more 
poetry-writing exercises. All levels welcome. 
Participants need not have taken the first workshop to 
enjoy this one. 

* May 28th # “Open Reading Poetry 
Coffeehouse”: 

Here’s the chance for workshop participants to 
read their own poems. Open to anyone who wants to 
read either original poetry or work by a favorite poet, 
or just sit back and listen. Open to all ages. Nicotera 
will present selected readings and introduce the read¬ 
ers. 

Nicotera, who has an M.A. in literature, works as a 
library cataloger at the American School for the Deaf. 
He recently edited the “Charter Oak Poets II 
Chapbook"; was a featured poet on the Albany Cable 
TV program “Poetry Motel”; and is the co-host of the 
Wintonbury Library Poetry Series. His publication 
credits include “Painted Bride Quarterly,” “Journal of 
Poetry Therapy,” “The Boston Poet,” and “Raw 
Nervz." 

Nicotera was on the organizing committee of the 
2001 Connecticut Poetry Festival and has given 
numerous workshops and readings. 

In Washington, D.C., he was a founding member 
of the Second Wind Poetry Group and coordinated 
the Takoma Cafe Performance Poetry Series. 

He also writes poetry reviews for “The Shy 
Librarian” magazine. 

Happy 40th 
Birthday 


MOM 



Love, 


\7, . 2 O/it/i a 


The Friends of the Agawam Public Library will hold 
a general meeting on Thursday, May 1st at 7:00 p.m. 
This meeting will be held at Bridgeport National 
Bindery, 662 Silver Street, Agawam (in the Agawam 
Industrial Park). 

After the general meeting, a brief tour of the book- 
bindery will be available to anyone who is interested. 
The public is invited to attend the general meeting and 
the bindery tour. 

One note : As this meeting will be held in a private¬ 
ly-owned industrial building, it is requested that indi¬ 
viduals do NOT bring young children (for safety rea¬ 
sons). Your cooperation is appreciated. 


The Friends of the Agawam Public Library is a non¬ 
profit organization whose function is to promote and 
assist the public library by providing volunteer servic¬ 
es, fundraising events, and educational activities. 

If you are interested in becoming a part of this 
group but are unable to attend this meeting, please 
send a note to “Friends of the Agawam Public Library," 
P.O. Box478, Feeding Hills, MA01030-0478ore-mail 
pameladi@attbi.com . 

Your name will be placed on the Friends mailing list 
and you will be notified of the next meeting. 

Friends groups are separate entities and they are 
not connected to any town/city government. 



Berkshire Power’s 

8th Annual 

TREE DAY 

Saturday, May 3rd 

10am to 4pm 

36 Moylan Lane, Agawam 


Directions: From Rte. 57, South on Rte. 75 till third 
light, take a right onto Shoemaker Lane, follow for- 
approximately 2 miles to Moylan Lane on right. 

FOR THE PAST 8 YEARS, BERKSHIRE POWER 
HAS BEEN THE PROUD SPONSOR OF 
TREE DAY, PROVIDING FREE, HEARTY 
SAPLINGS. WE’VE GIVEN AWAY OVER 
70,000 TREES. WE THANK THE RESIDENTS 
WHO HAVE TAKEN THE TIME TO PLANT 
AND CARE FOR THESE SEEDLINGS. 

THANK YOU 

FREE 3 yr. Douglas Fir Seedlings 

and' 

2 yr. Japanese Flowering 
Crabapple Seedlings 
















LISA DARLINGTON OF FITNESS FIRST and Jack Cappuccilli of Feeding Hills (left & center photos) walked on the treadmill for the Cardio 
Challenge during the Children’s Miracle Network (CMN) fundraiser on Saturday, March 29th. The Cardio Challenge event contributed nearly 
$1,800 to the over $45,000 which was raised that day. In right photo: Working up a sweat for a worth cause - Bobby Rodriguez performed intense 
tricep dips during the Aerobathon portion of the CMN fundraiser at Fitness First. 

Fitness First raises $45,000 for Children’s Miracle Network 


Fitness First recently held their annual Children’s 
Miracle Network (CMN) fundraiser to raise money for 
the children’s hospital at Baystate Medical Center. 
Thanks to Fitness First members, staff, community 
businesses, Agawam' High School students, and 
many generous individuals, the club successfully col¬ 
lected over $45,000 on Saturday, March 29th! 

For the past 13 years, Fitness First has been host¬ 
ing the CMN fundraiser in March to aid the children’s 
hospital in purchasing items and keeping programs 
running that the hospital’s capital budget doesn’t 
cover. This year’s total dollar amount brings the health 
club’s grand total collected to almost $300,000! 

Fitness First’s success was due to a number of 
special people and events that Fitness First held that 
day. About 30 racquetball players competed in a tour¬ 
nament to raise $2,000. A raffle was held to win a bike 
from Axler’s Bike Shop in Agawam, a trip for two to 
NYC courtesy of Peter Pan, and a color TV from 
Manny’s. The raffle netted over $1,200. Weight 
Watcher participants and almost 30 Spinning mem¬ 
bers brought in over $3,000 in the Spinning Marathon 
that lasted four hours. The annual Aerobathon (a 3fi 
hour high-energy Group Exercise class) netted 
$7,600 and the Young at Heart (senior) bake sale 
brought in close to $720. The youngest CMN event - 
the Cardio Challenge - raised close to $1,800. 

The highest amount of money collected was from 
the live auction that was held upstairs in Alexander’s 
Restaurant. Rossi Auctioneers generously donated 
their time and led the enthusiastic group of ladders to 
purchase more than 220 items and bring the CMN 
auction total to over $14,000! 

Generous local businesses & individuals that spon¬ 
sored courts brought in $1725. Fitness First thanks 
the following: Platinum Sponsor ($1500 donation): 


Glaxo Smith Kline; Gold Sponsors ($250 donation): 
Compact Disc Productions, Greenough Paper 
Company, Bridgeport National Bindery, Longo Carpet 
Cleaning, & Savage Arms; Silver Sponsors ($125): 
Environmental Compliance Service, B&D Petroleum, 
Poehlman Electric, Corporate Forms & Printing, Belco 
Construction Inc., Colleen Tourville, Steve DePalma & 
Regal Homes, Kelley Construction, RJ Porter, Hastie 
Fence, E.B.’s Restaurant, Allied Heating, Charlie 
Alvanos & American Express, Atty. Scott Skolnick, 
and the Agawam Police Department. 

Special thanks to Taylor Rental Party Plus of 
Westfield for donating all the tables and chairs for the 
Saturday night banquet, to Bolduc’s for donating the 
fine silk screening on the T-shirts that were given out, 
to Karen Texiera for designing, hanging, and donating 
the beautiful balloon bouquets that were hung from 
the Fitness First ceiling, to Advanced Print & Copy of 
West Springfield for printing the raffle tickets for free, 
to Karen Marochini for making all the follow-up calls, 
and to the Agawam Advertiser for promoting the 
events. 

Gratitude also goes out to all the wonderful people 
and businesses who donated items that were auc¬ 
tioned off. The following is a listing of them: Dina 
Lancour, Cathy King, Baystate Medical Center Gift 
Shop, Ely Dunn, Kurt Welker, Paula Welker, Walmart, 
Beth Dollard, John Lazazzara, Six flags New 
England, Lego, Canadien Cozies, Milton Bradley, Art 
& Mar Lou Gelinas, Beth Muller, Lucy Gionfriddo, 
Incredible Inflatables, Kiddleywinks, Rinaldi’s 
Restaurant, Applebees, School Street Bistro, Boston 
Sea Foods, Currents Restaurant, Zaffino’s, Blimpie’s 
of Feeding Hills, Geisslers, EB’s, Abdow’s, 
Hofbrauhaus Restaurant, HP Hood, Alison Cotner, 
Margit Mikuski, Jennie Hart, Diana King, Foxwoods, 


Bistro Zinc, Partner’s Restaurant, Mary Jean’s BBQ 
Sauce, Chester Hill Winery, King Ward Coach Lines, 
Mohegan Sun, Tim & Ellen Casey, The Last Resort, 
Eastern States Exposition, Springfield Symphony, 
Tower Theaters, Clark Art Institute, Chesterwood 
Museum, Tanglewood, Old Sturbridge Village, Mystic 
Seaport, Majestic Theater, General Knox House, Tom 
Deveno, Senator Ted Kennedy, Sheryl Mardeusz, 
Costco, Williams Distributing, Imperial Nurseries, 
Pilgrim Candle, Longo Carpet Cleaning, Coopers, 
Good & Hutchinson Antiques, IBS of Southwick, 
Teddy Bear Pools, Columbia Mfg, Grainger, Laura 
Byrne, Westside Chimney Company, American Home 
Interiors, The Bank Works, Advanced Pools & Spas, 
Jessica Taylor, Deb Papagno, Skyline Painting, 
Simmons Co., Pro Care Cleaning, Helen Falkowski, 
Denise Moffatt, Raymour & Flanigan, Roger Lagasse, 
Felix Horanzy, Mike & Pat Finnie, Rep. Dan Keenan, 
Pet Supplies Plus, Granville Woodsmiths, Edna 
Cressotti, The Bag Man, Taylor Rental of Agawam, 
Linda Methe, Dave & Karen # O’Connor, Susan 
Mahoney, Laurie Lyman, Sue Lund, Leah Grippo, 
Barbara Sleeper, Jean Ranney, Laurie Kelley, Becky 
Lagasse, Eveline Boisvert, Lisa Rodriguez, Kathy 
Charpentier, Mary Quiepo, Ron & Teresa Augusti, 
Fred Guzik, Laura Taylor, Steve Grogan, the Boston 
Red Sox, Miami Heat, Terry Bradshaw, Greg Norman, 
Boston Bruins, Springfield Falcons, Tekoa Country 
Club, St. Anne’s Country Club, Shaker Farms Country 
Club, Oak Ridge Country Club, Mayor Cohen, 
Crestview Country Club, Fenway Golf, Tom DiRico, 
WAQY, Olympic Mfg., Bobby Doerr, Roger Clemens, 
Peter Donah & the Baseball Skills Academy, Dan 
Kamauff, Fran Johnson’s Nevada Bob’s, Interskate 
91, Boston Celtics, Kevin Casey, AAA, Jiffy Lube, 

SEE FITNESS FIRST - Page 11 


A / 


8 Chestnut St. 
West Springfield 


DiMpIfegG 

737-5399 

1 

I 

I 


JJ’s Soft Serve & More 2 

Cc\aW 

Tanning Specials 

I 

1 


495 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 


$2 OFF 


Tanning Only 

(with ad ) 

Expires 5-1-03 


* 10% Off with Student ID 
* Buy 1 month at $40-get 2nd half off 

* Free manicure w/ any pkg. 

* Enter to win digital camera 


Hours - Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 9-8; Wed. 1-8; Sat. 9-4 
Walk-ins Welcome! 


MA mm AHH D'LfH C 1M1HT 

Stan s Soft Serve is now 





'7 


Sat. April 26th * 12 noon-9:30pni 

* 50% of our sales will go to the 
Elizabeth Loughman Foundation 

Hot Dogs * Milkshakes * Pizza * Smoothies * 
30 Flavors of soft serve * Open every day * 
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MEMBERS OF THE "ATHLETES IN MOTION" PROGRAM at Agawam High School raised money in memory of Elizabeth Loughman for 
the March 29th CMN fundraiser sponsored by Fitness First. In left photo: Playing indoor volleyball at AHS’are Rachael Schnepp, Sara Schnepp, 
Ciara Groom, Amy Osgood, and Lauren Peltier. In right photo: Shooting hoops are "Athletes In Motion" Paul Surowiec, Alex Seymour, Tony 

(Larestia, and Tim Gulhane (a.k.a. "White ChOCOlate"). Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 




JACK KING, the "miracle child" of the 
Children’s Miracle Network, is pictured 
donating pennies toward the CMN fundraiser 
at Fitness First in Feeding Hills. 

FITNESS FIRST - from Page 10 

Integrity Automotive Service, Kelly Arsenault, The 
Cutting Edge, Gail Canuel, Terry Brusseau, Jack 
Conroy, Hair East, Russo Opticians, Dr. Tami Nelson, 
Lynovations Photography, Agawam Opticians, Ken’s 
Eyewear, Kay Gonet, Heartsong Yoga, End Results, 
Absolute Serenity, Sue Drapeau massage, Whalley 
Computer, Doreen & Brad Prouty, Jay Leno, Nautilus, 
NovaCare Physical Therapy, The Bag Man, Sandy 
Conti, & Sandi Cazalet. 

St. Pat’s Comm, to 
host Appraisal Night 

The Agawam St. Patrick’s Committee will host an 
Appraisal Night on Wednesday, April 30th from 4:00- 
7:00 p.m. at the Agawam Senior Center, 68 
Meadowbrook Manor, Agawam. The Douglas 
Auctioneers of South Deerfield, Massachusetts are 
the appraisers. The cost for one item is $3, and $5 for 
two. The Agawam Senior Center will have available, 
for sale, the following a la carte menu: soup, ham and 
turkey grinders, dessert, and coffee or tea. The public 
is invited to attend and have “that special item” 
appraised. 


and rounds off at the edges. 

Have you ever loved a fragrance that your friend 
had on, only to find that it just did not smell the same 
on you? Well, the reason is varying skin chemistry. 
The staying power and how it develops on your skin is 
influenced by diet, acid balance, medication, skin oil, 
pigmentation, mood, and environmental factors. 

Olfactory fatigue (nose stress) happens when you 
wear the same fragrance every day and can’t detect it 
anymore. Try experimenting with new frangrances. 
You can wear a scent for different occasions, moods, 
and climates. A ligltt scent for daytime and something 
sultry for the evening will set the stage for your day. 

Our mothers wore only the classics. Take Marilyn 
Monroe, for example. She told the world she slept in 
nothing but Chanel No. 5, and millions of bottles were 
sold. 

Today, the perfume market is flooded with fancy ad 
campaigns, pretense, and enormous price tags. It is 
aggressive and diverse and erratic. We only have our 
noses to guide us toward the perfect scent. 

With our living changing so quickly, we need to 
choose a fragrance that is not only appealing, but is 
appropriate for the time it is being worn. 

Thought for a smile: grandmother’s old perfume 
bottle. 

And remember... Beauty is our Business! 

Want to keep up on all the latest news in Agawam and Feeding 
Hills? Then be sure to subscribe to The Agawam Advertiser News! 
A one-year subscription costs only $26, so mail your check today to 
“The Advertiser News,” P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 



“Beauty 
Corner” 

by Mary Ann Zicolella 
Salon Tres Chic 
339 Walnut Street Ext. 
Agawam, MA 01001 
(413) 786-8274 


Here’s a most “fragrant” topic... 

What it it that perfume has that can affect our 
moods so strongly? It is part poetry and part science. 
Did you know that a fragrance has the power to relax; 
increase efficiency and alertness ; raise test scores; 
inspire weight loss; project an image; inspire confi¬ 
dence; improve your mood; and (of course) entice 
your partner? 

Fragrance is defined by scent categories. These 
are floral, Oriental (or spicy), citrus, green, chypre 
(woodsy, mossy), fougere (fern-like), and marine 
(water or oceanic). It is also' constructed of three 
notes: the top note, the heart note, and the base. 
These are arranged according to how the scent dis¬ 
perses. 

The top note is your first impression and lasts 
about a minute. The heart note is the body of the per¬ 
fume, and the base note is the way a scent lingers 


Rejean J. Remillard 

Insurance Agency 


Auto * Home * Life * Workers Comp. * Liability * IRA’S 
Conveniently Located In Feeding Hills Center 

“Where Good Drivers Receive Valuable Discounts Without Group Hassles” 

Your Local Family Owned And Operated Agency Since 1970 

23 Southwick Street 
Feeding Hills 
(413)789-3070 


Open Monday - Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am to Noon 



ag«iw«iJA 
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NEW UPDATES! 


Hardwood Sale 


_r- 4t - r j CERAMIC 

wood TILE Laminate 


Carpet VINYL 
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Spring Fever auction 
to benefit youth 
basketball 


BRYAN MCEWAN & TARA MARQUISS Student Prince & Fort Restaurant; chamf 

chocolates, courtesy of Northgate/McCartt 
T n wo and an acrylic nails or spa manicure, court 

Laid lVlaii|UlSS Nail Nook & Co. 

nnrrnrTA/l The bachelor auction and silent auction 

10 WCO Agawam Youth Basketball. An evening off 

_ ticipants and spectators is promised to all \a 

i3rV3.ll McEwan Some of the area’s bachelors are Rich I 

of the Agawam Police Department; Jake 
Debra and Harry T. Marquiss of Agawam joyfully medical student from Agawam; Tom Robe 
announce the engagement of their daughter, Tara Agawam; Quincy Richardson, a Ford m 
Elizabeth Marquiss, to Bryan T. McEwan. The future Springfield; and Mike Ratte of “LUVA 

bridegroom is the son of Mary and Ralph F. McEwan, 

Jr. of Agawam. 

The bride’s grandparents are Mrs. Marie Andruss 
and the late Robert Andruss of Agawam, and the late 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Marquiss. Great-grandparents are 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Demaio of Agawam. 

The bridegroom’s grandparents are Ralph F. 

McEwan, Sr. of Agawam, Mr. & Mrs. Shirley and Lee 
MacCallum of East Canaan, Connecticut, and the late 
Mr. & Mrs. Leo J. Pasteris of Springfield. 

The future bride is a graduate of West Springfield 
High School. Tara received a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology and criminal justice from Westfield State 
graduate of Apponequet High College. She is employed with the Connecticut 
. He is employed by Depuy Department of Correction at the state’s maximum 
am, a division of Johnson & security facility in Somers, Connecticut. She is a cor¬ 
rectional counselor. Attending Tara as maid of honor 
will be her sister, Mrs. Gina M. Jabry of Agawam. 

Her fiance is a graduate of Agawam High School. 

Bryan has received an associate’s degree in automo¬ 
tive technology from Springfield Technical Community 
College. He is employed with Sarat Ford in Agawam 
as an automotive technician. Attending Bryan as best 
man will be Mr. A.J. Christopher of Agawam. 

The wedding is planned for October 12, 2003. It 
will be celebrated at Chez Josef with the couple’s 
closest family and friends. Bryan and Tar^will be hon¬ 
eymooning for two weeks in Hawaii. 


RICHARD NADEAU & KAREN JACKOBEK 


Karen Jackobek 
engaged to wed 
Richard Nadeau 


Our classified ads cost just $15 
per week for 30 words or less. 
However, we do not take them 
over the telephone. Please bring 
them to our office at 23 Southwick 
Street, Feeding Hills Center or 
mail them to P.O. Box 263, 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030,. 


Want to keep up on"all the latest 
news in Agawam and Feeding 
Hills? Then be sure to subscribe to 
The Agawam Advertiser News! A 
one-year subscription costs only 
$26, so mail your check today to 
“The Advertiser News, ” P. O. Box 
263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 


ADVERTISER NEWS 


HOSKIN Rug & Tile Spring Fever SALEH! 


Brand-New-Updates! 

•EXTENDED* 

MMAhNINGTON 

IDEAS IN FLOOMING' 


QUICK STEP $275 

HMHc; sq J L 

No Glue Needed! 25 Yr. Warranty Reg. $3.80 sq. ft. 


CERAMIC 


Good Hope Berber 

$2.60 sq.ft. 


Installed uV6lb. pad 


Select Styles! 


High Class 


| ALL STOCK 3 
J* Vinyl Flooring 


installed n/6/A pad 


Installed 


Come in & select from the Largest Collection of 
Ceramics , Porcelains & Marble Tile at the best 
prices. We also offer full installation services or 
helpful installation advice for the 
_ _ Cash *£ Carry customer! 


12 colors 


Classic Harmony 
$2.85 


Sq.ft. Installed w/6tb. pad 


Store Hours: 

Mon., Tues., Wed. 9-5 pm 


Thurs. & Frt. 9-8 
Sat 9-4 pm 
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Calendar of May 
events for Golden 
Age Club, Chapter 1 

Fri., May 2nd: Board of Directors’ Meeting, 1:00 
p.m., Senior Center 

Wed., May 14th: Meeting Day, 1:30, Senior 
Center. We will have our 50/50 raffle. Our speaker will 
be Louis Russo from the Historical Conservation 
Committee. He will speak on the Community 
Preservation Act. 

Wed., May 28th: Meeting Day, 1:30, Senior 
Center. We will have our annual Memorial Service for 
our deceased members. Chick Maniscalchi will pro¬ 
vide appropriate music on the piano. Birthdays for 
May will be celebrated. 

All Agawam seniors are invited to join our club. 
Please see Mary DelNegro for membership. 

Italian Women’s 
Club to host tea 

The Italian Women’s Club will hold an Authentic' 
Victorian Tea on Sunday, May 4th from 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
at the Radisson Inn, Route 5, Enfield. 

The Tea is open to the public and the price of tick¬ 
ets is $20. This includes the tea and a ticket for the 
basket raffle. 

For information and tickets, please contact Mrs. 
Dianne Dellatorre Stevens at 413-567-8309. 

For information on IWC, write to IWC, P.O. Box 
5621, Springfield, MA 01001. 
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To support Big Brothers Big Sisters... 

“Bowl for Kids’ Sake” 
set for May 2nd 

Families who want to support the work of Big 
Brothers Big Sisters will now be able to take part in a 
bowling fundraiser just for them as part of “Bowl for 
Kids’ Sake,” the annual community bowling event. 

"Bowl for Kids’ Sake” family bowling will take place 
on Friday, May 2nd, from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the 
Shaker Bowl at 168 Shaker Road (Route 220) in East 
Longmeadow. 

"The family bowling is geared for parents with 
school-aged children who want to have family-orient¬ 
ed fun, on a late Friday afternoon, while supporting a 
great cause,” explained Lisa Frederick, Big Brothers 
Big Sisters’ event coordinator. 

“Our theme is aptly titled ‘Kids Helping Kids.’ 
Proceeds will be used to match children in our com¬ 
munity with caring adult mentors,” continued 
Frederick. 

Teams of up to six people each are now forming. 
Each family team will have a pledge sheet. They will 
ask friends and relatives to support them with individ¬ 
ual pledges. m 

“This first annual family fundraiser is not about 
bowling, high scores, or skill... it’s about having fun to 
help kids. Participants need not be regular bowlers,” 
stated Frederick. 

Bowling and shoes are free. Pizza, prizes, tee- 
shirts, and music will be featured in a warm family 
atmosphere. 

To register a team, call Lisa Frederick at 781-4730, 
ext. 14. For more information about Big Brothers Big 
Sisters, visit on-line at www.biabrothers-sisters.om . 
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| Agawam Senior 

! Center’s weekly 

! lunch menu 

D Mon., Apr. 28th: Cream of broccoli soup, ham & 
o cheese on whole-wheat roll, tossed salad, apples. 

Tues., Apr. 29th: Baked chicken leg, cheese 
! potato, peas, chocolate pudding. 

D Wed., Apr. 30th: Meatloaf w/gravy, baked pota- 
0 to, carrots, gingerbread. o 

;! Thurs., May 1st: Cheeseburger special on a 11 
g roll, potato puffs, pickled beets, mixed fruit, 
o Fri., May 2nd: Baked fish, Spanish rice, pears, o 
(All meals are served with whole-grain breads; D 
i menu subject to change without notice.) ] 

----- - - --- _ J 

Polish Club to host 
Dinner and Dance 

The Polish American Club of Agawam will host its 
first Polish Dinner and Dance in almost a decade! 
Festivities will be held Saturday, May 3rd from 5:00- 
10:00 p.m. at the Polish Club Pavilion Hall, 139 
Southwick Street. 

A Polish Buffet will be served at 5:30 p.m. and the 
John Jeski Band will play Polish music throughout the 
evening. 

Tickets are only $12 in advance at the clubhouse 
and $15 at the door. 

Proceeds to help with clubhouse roof renovations. 






Now enrolling for summer fun! 
Enrolling part-time toddlers. 
Daily Activities & Snacks 
We are located at 197 Main St., Monson 

Any questions call 
Melody Robbins, owner/director 

267-5035 

We are enrolling for the fall 


ELMS COLLEGE 


LICENSED SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS 2003 

• Positive, quality instruction for all skill levels 

• Emphasis on fundamentals and camper's enjoyment for sport 

• Demonstrations, drills, practice, and game competition 

• Weekly Rate: $165 

• Girl's Basketball, June 30-July 3 

• Co-ed Soccer, July 7-11 

• Co-ed Soccer, July 14-18 

• Girl's Softball, July 21-25 

• Co-ed Volleyball, July 28-August 1 

• Boy's Basketball, August 4-8 

For information: 413-594-2761, extension 311 • www.elms.edu 


Stoneleigh-Burnham School 

SUMMER PROGRAMS 2003 



' m - 


NIKE SPORTS CAMPS 

at The Williston Northampton School 

GET INTO CAMP! 

Field Hockey 
Lacrosse 
Running 
Soccer 

USSportsCamps.com 
1-800-NIKE CAMP 

( 800 - 645 - 3226 ) 



SUMMER 

OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR 


GIRLS 



L 


AGES 9-18 


R ID IN c; C A \i p June 29- A ugust 7 

Dance Camp June 29 - July 19 
S o F I Bali, Cam p July 2 7 - A ugust / 

Camp Start-Up August 3 - August 9 
Pubi JC Speaking & Debate July 2! - July 25 
_Science Camp July 6 - July 11 


For more information, call 413.774.2711 or email 
summcrprograms@sbschool.org 



iev: j 


Camp Wilder 
Stony Brook Acres 

Archery 
Arts & Crafts 
Boating 
Hiking 

Mountain Biking 
Sports 
Swimming, 
plus Specialty Camps 
and Teen Programs 

Visit us for an Open House at Camp! 

May 10,10 am - 1 pm 
May 18, 2 pm - 4 pm 

• Meet the camp staff 
•Tour the grounds 

• Participate in fun activities 

Call 596-2749 for directions or to 
request a brochure. Visit us on-line 

at www.thebestcamps.org. 

Y 

Scantic Valley YMCA 

A branch of the 
YMCA of Greater Springfield 

We build strong kids, 
strong families, strong communities 
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Church News 



In left photo: Sara Roux and her father, Ron, enjoy a slow number during the Agawam Church of the Bible’s Father/Daughter Dance. In right 
photo: Jackie Van Etten, Jessi Saimeri, Megan Burke, Pam Collette, and Sara Roux are dancing and clapping to the music at the 
Father/Daughter Dance. The proceeds from this event were donated to the Agawam-West Springfield Parish Cupboard. 


“Father/Daughter Dance” sponsored 
toy Agawam Church of the Bible 


This year’s third- Annual Father/Daughter Dance, 
sponsored by -the Agawam Church of the Bible, was 
once again a huge success. 

Music, complete with fog and light displays, was 
provided by Rhythm Systems Entertainment. DJ Scott 
Herzig generously donated his services for the 
evening. The dads and daughters truly enjoyed them¬ 
selves with slow dances, chicken dances and, would 
you believe, hula hoop contests! 

Again, the door prizes and raffle prizes were terrif¬ 
ic, with Paige Circosta winning the grand prize, a 
beautiful gold bracelet donated by Nabil Hannoush of 
Hannoush Jewelers. 

The dance was held at the Agawam Junior High 
School and provided dads with the perfect opportuni¬ 
ty to show their daughters how special their relation¬ 
ships are. Photography was provided by Grenier’s 
Studio. 

Thank you to all who donated their time and effort, 
baked goods, prizes, and gift certificates for the 

“Cash for the 
Cupboard” 
fund drive to end 
on April 30th 

The Parish Cupboard, the Food Pantry, and Soup 
Kitchen in West Springfield have about one week left 
in their annual “Cash for the Cupboard” fund drive. 

Almost $30,000 has been committed by individu¬ 
als, businesses, and churches toward their goal of 
$38,000. The drive ends April 30th. 

Money raised during April helps the Parish 
Cupboard access “free money" pledged by Rhode 
Island philanthropist Alan Shawn Fierstein. Fierstein 
will give the Parish Cupboard a portion of $1 million 
based on how much they raise. His million-dollar chal¬ 
lenge involves food pantries and soup kitchens 
across the country. 

Anyone who would like to help the Parish 
Cupboard reach their goal is welcome to send their 
contribution to 1023 Main Street, West Springfield, 
MA 01089. 


evening. A very special thank you to the Boy Scouts 
who assisted in the'set-up and take-down of the dec¬ 
orations. We hope you’ll come back next year to earn 
more community service badges. 

Thank you also to Scott Herzig for donating his 
time to provide us with awesome music. We’d also 
like to thank the following businesses throughout the 
community for their continued support: Agawam 
Family Cinemas, The Cutting Edge Salon, Geissler’s 
and Stop & Shop Supermarkets, H.P. Hood, Inc., 
Hwang’s, Taekwon-Do, Rent-A-Spouse, Walgreen’s, 
WalMart, McDonald’s, Friendly’s, Taylor Rental, The 
Ranch Golf Club, Fitness First, Hannoush Jewelers, 
Partner’s Restaurant, Summer House, School Street 
Bistro, Incredible Inflatable Fun, AAA, Rhythm 
Systems Entertainment, Trudy Line, Nails by Karen 
Kopeski, PJ’s Day Care, Vezina Enterprises,' and Kim 
Cameron for Creative Memories. 

The proceeds from this year’s dance were donated 
to the Agawam/West Springfield Parish Cupboard. 

Put us on your calendar for next year! 


1 



EVAN BARD, COLLEEN LATHROP, AND 
ERIN OLSEN enjoyed "dressing up” for the 
third Annual Father/Daughter Dance spon¬ 
sored by the Agawam Church of the Bible. 


You don’t often think of pansies as anything but demure, 

but they were downright belligerent in the greenhouses waiting for 

Spring to show up. They kept wanting to go outside, get some fresh air— 

but it was too cold, even for them. Heck, even the daffodils were late 

poking their heads out this year. Now that it’s warmed up a bit they’re 

behaving as they should, and looking quite spectacular. This is one of our 

nicest crops ever—rugged, healthy plants loaded ^rrf- 

with colorful blossoms. So nice, in fact, that |N ^ 

we really want to find them all nice gardens 

to go home to; perhaps yours. And their 

lettuce, cabbage, perennial, and herb friends c JvmIT 

are ready to join them -if they ever get lonely! 


m 


E. Cec£hi Farms 

up SPRINGFIELD STREET % FEEDING HILLS, MASS. 

“Every thing,you’d grow ifjou had forty acres” 




“Church News" is just one more reason why 
you turn our pages each and every week ... 
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News & notes from 
Ag. Congregational 

Agawam Congregational Church (745 Main Street) 
where the Holy Spirit is alive, uniting people with 
Christ through transforming ministries, vibrant wor¬ 
ship, diligent study, and warm fellowship. This Sunday 
(April 27th), Reverend Earl will preach the topic “On 
The Threshold Of A New Tomorrow.” Our services are 
at: 

- 9:00 a.m. for the Contemporary Service 

- 10:30 a.m. for the Traditional Service . 

The church’s annual meeting will follow the 10:30 
a.m. service on Sunday, April 27th. 

FUTURE EVENTS 

Baked Chicken Supper: Please join us on 
Saturday, April 26th at 5:30 p.m. at the Agawam 
Congregational Church. Adults. $8. Children, $4. 
Menu: chicken pie with cranberry shrub, mashed 
potatoes and. gravy, green beans, coffee, tea, and 
milk. Dessert: Brownies and ice cream. PLEASE 
CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE AT 786-7111 TO MAKE 
A RESERVATION. 

Sacred Gathering For Those Touched By 
Cancer: First Sunday after Easter (April 27th) at 4:00 
p.m. at Christ Church Cathedral, 35 Chestnut Street, 
Springfield (at the Quadrangle - plenty of parking). 
This will be a non-denominational service of prayer, 
personal blessings, scripture, and music. It is being 
sponsored by Baystate Medical Center, Christ Church 
Cathedral, and the Order of St. Like. Come find Hope, 
Peace, Comfort, and arf Awareness of God's Love. If 
you have any questions, please call Chaplain Nancy 
Dann, 794-0290. (For those wanting to carpool, we 
will meet at the Agawam Congregational Church 
parking lot at 3:30 p.m.) 

Youth Tag Sale: It will be on May 3rd from 10:00 
a.m. -2:00 p.m. DONATIONS ARE STILL WELCOME. 
You can leave them in Bryan Hall on the stage. Thank 
you. 

Campership Auction: We are looking for dona¬ 
tions for this year's auction. Please contact Jessica 
Hansen at the church office at 786-7111 or fill out the 
donation sheet that will be available at the church. 
The auction will be held on May 4th, 11th, 18th, and 
25th. 

Camps At A Glance: Camps are sponsored by the 
Massachusetts Conference, U.C.C. For more infor¬ 
mation and registration, please see Jessica Hansen 
or call the church office at 786-7111. Various camps 
for different ages begin in July and run through 
August. 

2003 Scholarships: Application forms are still 
available in the Church Office. If you need help, your 
Church is here for you. (This is the last week; all appli¬ 
cations are due in the office by April 27th.) 

Christian Healing Ministry: The next Order of St. 
Luke Healing Service will take place on Sunday, May 
11th, at 4:00 p.m. at the church. Our speaker will be 
the Reverend Peter Patterson. He is the Associate 
Pastor at Bethany Assembly of God in Agawam. 
“Perfect Peace” is the theme. Mark this date on your 
calendars and we hope to see you there. Also, look 
for information on our upcoming Conference with 
Nigel Mumford. 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

Sat. (4/26): 11:00 a.m., Memorial Service for 
Dorothy Brown; 5:30 p.m., Baked Chicken Supper 
Sun. (4/27): 9:00 a.m., Contemporary Worship; 
10:30 a.m., Traditional Worship 
Mon.: 7:00 p.m., Women’s Ministry 
Wed.: 9:30 a.m., Playgroup; 6:00 p.m., Praise 
Band; 7:00 p.m., Choir 

Sat. (5/3): 10:00 a.m., Youth Tale Sale 
* * * 

Come and be blessed at either service as the Holy 
Spirit refreshes your soul. There is Church School 
and childcare available during the sen/ice. Also, fol¬ 
lowing the service there is a fellowship hour in Bryan 
Hall. Pastor Earl and his wife, Barbara, are also mem¬ 
bers of the Order of St. Luke and are always available 
for prayer after the service. 

Members of the community are invited to par¬ 
ticipate in all church events. For further informa¬ 
tion, call the church office at 786-7111. 
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St. David’s Tag Sale 
to benefit its 
Youth Ministry 

St. David’s Episcopal Church will host a Tag Sale 
to benefit its Youth Ministry on Saturday, April 26th, at 
699 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, from 9:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. This event will be held rain or shine, as it 
will be indoors. 

Items for sale will include household items, toys, 
small furniture, and treasures of all sorts. There’s sure 
to be something for everyone. 

Refreshments will be available for purchase, and 
proceeds will benefit the Youth Ministry of St. David’s. 

For more information, 
contact the church at 
(413) 786-6133. 

Spring clothes 
available at 
Trading Post 

Does your* spring 
and summer wardrobe 
need updating? Why 
not stop in at the 
Trading Post consign¬ 
ment shop at the 
Agawam Baptist Chu¬ 
rch at the corner of 
Main and Elm Street? 

We have many styl¬ 
ish clothing items for 
everyone in the family. 

We also have small 
household items, toys, 
books, etc. 

The shop is open 
every Wednesday from 
10:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Come in and browse 
around - we think you’ll 
be glad you did. 

Nocturnal 
Adoration to 
meet May 2nd 

The Nocturnal Ado¬ 
ration Society of 
Agawam and West 
Springfield will meet at 
Saint Thomas Church 
in West Springfield to 
conduct and pray the 
Office of the Blessed 
Sacrament on Friday, 

May 2nd, from 7:00 
p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

All are invited to 
come and spend an 
hour in Eucharistic 
Adoration. 

* * * 

If you visit the 
Advertiser News’ 

office at 23 
South wick Street, 

Feeding Hills 
(above Remillard 
Insurance), please 
note that our main 
entrance is in the 
back. Please park 
on the side of the 
building and use 
the back entrance. 

Thank you... 

* * * 
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A Cabaret Evening 
at Good Shepherd 

If you love music, especially songs from Broadway 
and Hollywood, be sure to come to the Cabaret 
Evening planned for Saturday, May 3rd at 8:00 p.m. at 
the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd, 214 Elm 
Street, West Springfield. 

The evening will feature Lorrie and Ben Scranton, 
accompanied by Steve Hays at the piano. It will be the 
third time this dynamic trio has performed at Good 
Shepherd Episcopal Church. This performance is 
always a sell-out. Be sure to purchase your tickets 
early. Tickets are $12 general admission, $10 for sen¬ 
iors and students, and include dessert and a bever¬ 
age. For more information, call 734-1976. 


COLDWELL BANKER 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 
CARES ABOUT AGAWAM 

Stage budget cuts have impacted our Town and in 
an effort to help, effective immediately and through 
June 30, 2003, the Sales Associates at Coldwell 
Banker Residential Brokerage will donate 
$100, when your listing closes, to your choice 
of one of the following: 

Agawam Fire Department 
Agawam Police Department 
Agawam Public Library 
Agawam School Department 
Agawam Senior Center 

Listing with us not only gets you the 
Agents with the highest professional 
and personal standards, it also helps 
Agawam, when Agawam needs our help. 


COLDUieLL 
BANKSR □ 


RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

770 Main Street 
Agawam, MA 01001 
789-9890 

“Experience What More Can Do” 
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A new "sign" of the times at Valley Community Church 


N$1EIE UK- 


Weekly activities at All Saints Parish “What’s happening?” 

St: Anthony of Padua Church * St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Church at Faith Bible ChllFCh 


In left photo: Tyler Pearsons and Dick Taylor assist Pastor Steve Dennehy and other church members while they are erecting the new sign at 
Valley Community Church, 152 South Westfield Street in Feeding Hills. In right photo: The sign will soon be illuminated to invite the commu¬ 
nity to attend services at the non-denominational church, which is located "high on the hill" overlooking the Pioneer Valley. 


Rev. Steven Amo, Administrator 
St. Anthony of- Padua Church, 108 Bridge St., 
Agawam; St.'Theresa of the Child Jesus Church, 74 
Bridge St., Agawam 

Rectory: (413) 786-4451. Website: www.allsaints. 
alphanine.com . 

Mass Schedule 

Mon.-Tues: 9:00 a.m., St. Anthony 
Wed.: 9:00 a.m., St. Anthony - COMMUNION SER¬ 
VICE (no Mass) 

Thurs.: 7:00 p.m., St. Anthony 
Fri. & Sat.: 9:00 a.m., St. Anthony 
Sat.: 4:30 p.m., St. Theresa 
Sun.: 8:30 a.m. (St. Anthony) and 11:00 a.m. (St. 
Theresa) 

Holy Day Vigil: 6:00 p.m., St. Anthony 
Holy Day: 9:00 a.m./6:00 p.m., St. Theresa 
Rosary: One half hour before daily Mass 
Calendar of Events 

Please note change in church location 
effective May 1st for daily Masses 
Thurs., Apr. 24th: 6:30 p.m., Rosary at St. 
Theresa’s; 7:00 p.m., Mass at St. Theresa’s, offered in 
memory of Thomas Coughlin. 

Fri., Apr. 25th: 8:30 a.m., Rosary ^t St. Theresa’s; 
9:00 a.m., Mass at St. Theresa’s offered in memory of 
Evelyne Kearney. 

Sat., Apr. 26th: 8:30 a.m., Rosary at St. Theresa’s; 
9:00 a.m., Mass at St. Theresa’s offered in memory of 
Aldo Vignato; 4:30 p.m., Mass, at St. Theresa’s 
offered in memory of Roland Goyette. 

Sun., Apr. 27th: 8:30 a.m., 2nd Sunday of Easter. 
Divine Mercy Sunday. Mass at St. Anthony’s offered in 
memory of Jennie and Walter Meissner; 9:30-10:30 
a.m., CCD classes for grades K-6 meet in the 


Education Center at St. Anthony’s Church, Grades 7- 
10 meet in St. Theresa’s Parish Center; 11:00 a.m., 
Mass at St. Theresa’s offered in memory of “The 
Deceased Members of the Morris Family"; 3:30 p.m., 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with recitation of 
the Chaplet of the Divine Mercy and Benediction, 
where we will also solemnly bless an image of the 
Divine Mercy. This will take place at St. Theresa’s. 

Mon., Apr. 28th: 8:30 a.m., Rosary at St. 
Theresa’s; 9:00 a.m., Mass at St. Theresa’s offered in 
memory of the Christopher and Pilegi Families; 6:30 
p.m., Choir rehearsal for the 8:30 & 11:00 choirs at St. 
Anthony’s. 

Tues., Apr. 29th: 9:00 a.m., Rosary at St. 
Theresa’s, Mass at St. Theresa’s; 7:30 p.m., The 
Picnic Committee will meet at the St. Theresa Parish 
Center. 

Wed., Apr. 30th: 8:30 a.m., Rosary at St. 
Theresa’s; 9:00 a.m., COMMUNION SERVICE at St. 
Theresa’s (NO MASS). 

Thurs., May 1st: 6:30 p.m., Rosary at St. 
Anthony’s; 7:00 p.m., Mass at St. Anthony’s offered in 
memory of Martha Thompson; 7:30 p.m., First 
Communion Rehearsal after the ^00 p.m. Mass. 
Confessions will be heard that evening in preparation 
for that special day. 

Divine Mercv Sunday at All Saints Parish 

The second Sunday of Easter, April 27th, has also 
been designated as Divine Mercy Sunday by His 
Holiness the Pope. Although many choose to make 
the pilgrimage to the National Shrine in Stockbridge, 
we will be having Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament along with recitation of the Chaplet of the 
Divine Mercy and Benediction at 3:00 p.m. at St. 
Theresa’s Church. We will also solemnly bless an 
image of the Divine Mercy. The community is invited 
to join us for this most special Day of Prayer as we 
seek Jesus’ mercy in a powerful and profound way. 


Vendors sought for Catholic Women’s tag sale 


Spaces are available for an Indoor/Outdoor Tag 
Sale sponsored by the Catholic Women’s Club of 
Agawam. The event will be held on Saturday, May 
17th at St. John the Evangelist Social Center and 
parking lot, 833 Main St., Agawam. 

The tag sale will be from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., rain 
or shine. 


Spaces inside are available for $20 and outside 
spaces are $15. A snack bar will be available and a 
bake sale will be held inside the social center. Funds 
raised from the tag sale will go to the club’s 
Scholarship Fund. 

For more information or a vendor’s application, call 
Angela at 786-5408 or Mary at 786-0283. 


Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 noon; however, we appreciate any 
articles, press releases, letters, etc., that can be brought in on Mondays. 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


* Who Are We? 

We are a non-denominational church dedicated to 
honoring God by teaching, preaching, and imple¬ 
menting Biblical doctrine toward maturing the saints 
in service to our Lord and Savior. If you are looking for 
a place to worship the Lord, please visit us. All visitors 
are welcome. 

* Where Are We? 

We are a growing church located at 370 
Shoemaker Lane in Agawam. Call 786-1681 for more 
information. 

* What Can We Offer You? 

* Sunday School: 

Adult and children’s Sunday School is held every 
Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. 

* Church Service: 

Sunday services are field at 10:30 a.m. This 
Sunday’s message will be delivered by Senior Pastor 
James Jasmin. 

* Children’s Church: 

Junior Church is held at 10:30 a.m. in the Wilma 
Powers Chapel for children up to the eighth grade. 

* Nursery: 

An infant nursery is provided for all church servic¬ 
es. 

* Communion: 

Communion is served on the first Sunday of the 
month. 

* A Class On The “End Times,” Taught By 
Pastor Jasmin: 

Mondays - 6:30 p.m. Pastor Jasmin teaches a 
class on the "Footsteps of the Messiah." This is a 
class based on the “End Times.” 

* Mid-Week Worship Service: 

On Wednesday evening, we hold a prayer service 
at 6:30 p.m., and a praise and worship service at 7:00 
p.m. This is a joyous time of worshipping the Lord 
through song. 

* Mid-Week Bible Study: 

Wednesdays at 12:00 noon at the Bamboo House 
in Springfield. Call 786-1681 for details or directions. 

Faith Bible Church would like to stand in sup¬ 
port for President Bush and also for our troops 
overseas. We thank God for the men and women 
who put their lives on the line so that we can live 
in freedom in the home of the brave and the land 
of the free!!! 

- ADVERTISER NEWS - 
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Reflections... 

Rev. Peter Monahan 
In association with 
Agawam Church of the Bible 
(413) 789-1377 
www.agawamchurch.org 

If not Jesus, then who? 

On at least one occasion Jesus Christ told His fol¬ 
lowers, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father but by Me.” His disciples 
repeated Jesus' assertion when they proclaimed that 
“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given to men by which 
we must be saved. ” 

Some people refuse to believe that Jesus Christ is 
actually the Savior of the world. They may have vari¬ 
ous reasons for thinking this way, but they are not 
relying upon the Old Testament prophets, including 
Moses. Moses said, “The Lord your God will raise 
up for you from your own people a prophet like 
me. You must listen to whatever he tells you. And 
it will be that everyone who does not listen to that 
prophet will be utterly rooted out of the people. ” 

The Bible goes on to say, And all the prophets, as 
many as have spoken, from Samuel and those 
after him, also predicted these days. You are the 
descendants of the prophets and of the covenant 
that God gave to your ancestors, saying to 
Abraham, “And in your descendants all the fami¬ 
lies of the earth shall be blessed.” When God 
raised up His servant, Jie sent Him first to you, to 
bless you by turnirig each of you from your 
wicked ways. 

People can place at least some confidence in what 
Jesus Christ said about Himself, because of what He 
did, on that first Easter morning. The Bible tells us that 
Jesus was vindicated in His claim to be God’s Son 
and our Savior when He was resurrected. The Bible 
goes so far as to say that if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile, and you are still in your 
sins. 

There are some people who think that it is too nar¬ 
row-minded to think that there can be but one stair¬ 
case to heaven. Even if they concede that Jesus 
Christ was unique, and that His death on the cross 
can have a positive impact on some people's lives, 
they still struggle with the idea that Jesus is the only 
way and the only truth and the only life. 

For purposes of discussion, perhaps we might 
entertain the notion that salvation can be found in or 
through other sources than Jesus Christ. The first and 
most important question that immediately comes to 
mind is, if not Jesus, then who? If we admit that every¬ 


body has committed at least one sin, then we also 
admit that something must be done to eradicate sin 
from our lives. 

Virtually every other religious leader or prophet has 
said that people must follow special religious regi¬ 
mens in order to rid themselves of sin and its effect on 
our lives. Buddhists and Hindus try to distance them¬ 
selves from their sins, while other religions employ 
religious sacrifices that are supposed to atone for sin. 
However, the Bible says the wages of sin is death. 
Only Jesus Christ said that He would bear our sins 
and carry them on Himself into the execution cham¬ 
ber. 

It may be hard for some of us to believe that Jesus 
was actually raised from death and is now alive forev¬ 
er. Admittedly, that can be difficult to believe, if for no 
other reason that it never happened before and it 
never happened again. Even the few people, whose 
stories are recorded in either the Old Testament or the 
New Testament, who died but came back to life, died 
again later. 

It was hard for at least some of Jesus’ own closest 
friends and followers to believe that what He had 
Himself predicted, which was also what several Old 
Testament prophets had also predicted would hap¬ 
pen, actually occurred. When it was evening on that 
day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where jjie disciples had met were locked 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, "Peace be with you. ” 

After He said this, He showed them His hands 
and His side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. But Thomas (who was called 
the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, 
“We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in His hands, 
and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 
hand in His side, I will not believe.” 

A week later His disciples were again in the 
house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then He said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see My 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in My side. 
Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered Him, 
“My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have 
you believed because you have seen Me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come 
to believe." 

Who else offers us forgiveness of our sins and the 
gift of eternal life besides Jesus? Nobody! Now Jesus 
did many other signs in the presence of His disci¬ 
ples, which are not written in this book. But these 
are written so that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in His name. 


Agawam Church 
of the Bible 
news and notes 

Sunday Mornings: On May 5th, Pastor Brad 
Wright begins a new four-week message series enti¬ 
tled “Making a Difference in Your World." Messages 
include “Where it All Starts” (May 5th), “Living with 
Integrity” (May 12th), “Restoring Your Passion for 
Living” (May 19th), and "It Takes Courage" (May 
26th). 

On May 12th, we will have our annual Mother’s 
Day celebration, and on May 19th, a baby dedication 
service. 

During every Sunday Service, a nursery and Chil¬ 
dren’s Church program (through the fourth grade) is 
provided throughout the morning. Following the 10:00 
a.m. Sunday Service (at about 11:00 a.m.), we have 
age-divided classes for all children, and for adults cof¬ 
fee and refreshments (followed by an informal discus¬ 
sion of the morning’s message). 

Small Groups: Our Men’s Group continues to 
meet every Saturday from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. at the 
church office (currently studying the Authority of the 
Scriptures and soon to begin the topic “How to Raise 
Christian kids in a Non-Christian World”). 

Our Ladies’ Group meets every Wednesday morn¬ 
ing for Bible Study and fellowship from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. We also have several evening Small Groups 
(Bible study and fellowship) for adults that meet 
throughout the week. 

Activities: We have our church family retreat in 
Lee, MA scheduled for the weekend of June 1st, 
including a family backpacking trip, a camping trip to 
the DAR State Campground, Promisekeeprs for men, 
and Women of Faith for our ladies. 

Additionally, our Annual Vacation Bible School has 
been scheduled for July 28th-31st. Mark you calen¬ 
dars, stay tuned, and don’t miss out! 

About ACB: Agawam Church of the Bible (ACB) 
meets every Sunday morning at the Agawam Junior 
High School auditorium (1305 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills) at 10:00 a.m. We are a non-denomina- 
tional church emphasizing genuinely loving relation¬ 
ships, Biblical teaching for life change, meaningful 
and contemporary worship, and the communication of 
the Gospel to those who don’t know Christ. 

Our worship is decidedly contemporary without 
neglecting great hymnody from the past. In our 
Sunday morning message, we seek to teach the Bible 
(topically or passage by passage) in a such a practi¬ 
cal way that both the growing believer and the search¬ 
ing guest can benefit from it each and every Sunday. 

If you don’t have a church family that you call 
“home,” we would love to have you attend one or 
more of our Sunday Services to see if this is the place 
where you belong. If you would like to find out more 
about our church before visiting, check out our web¬ 
site at www.AaawamChurch.org or call Pastor Brad 
Wright at 789-2904. 


******* 


Our classified ads cost just $15 per week for 30 words or less. However ; we 
DO NOT take them over the telephone. Please bring them to our office at 23 
Southwick Street, Feeding Hills Center (above Remillard Insurance Agency), 
or mail them (along with payment) to P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 




; il lip 

f Quality Home Care^l 

Ludlow, MA 01056 
413-547-0402 

Are You or Someone You Love 
In Need of Quality Private Care? 

Quality Home Care is a private care 
company offering Homemaking, 

Home Health Care, Companionship 
and Quality Nursing at affordable rates. 

From 1 hour a day to 24 hour’s 7-days 
a week service. Give us a call and we will 
be glad to answer any questions you may have. 

Or e-mail us at QHC4U@aol.com 


A 



The Answers Can Wait 

This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, of whom I am chief.—1 Timothy 1:15 

David Herwaldt, a thoughtful, reflective pastor friend of mine, was slowly dying after 
50 years of faithful ministry. He often talked with me about the nature of God and the eternity he 
would soon enter. We realized that we had only a superficial grasp of these mysteries, but we 
were not distressed. We knew that God had rescued us from our sin and guilt, and we rejoiced in 
our salvation. We had all we needed to obey the Lord gladly, live confidently, and serve Him 
gratefully. 

When we arc distressed by our inability to answer life’s most vexing questions, we must remember that Christ did not come 
to satisfy our curiosity. Rather, He saw us as fallen and hurt, and He came to lift and heal. 

When Jesus read Isaiah 61:1-2 to the people in the synagogue (Luke 4:16-21), Me pre¬ 
sented Himself as the promised Messiah, whose primary purpose for coming was spiritual. He 
came to deliver us from the helplessness of our spiritual poverty, to release us from the shackles 
of our guilt, to heal our sin-caused blindness, and to set us free from sin’s enslaving power. 

Let us therefore trust Him and make.obcying Him our highest goal. This is the path to 
a grateful, joyous, and hope-filled life. The answers can wait. —Herb Vander Lugt 

When trouble seeks to rob your very breath. 

When tragedy hits hard and steals your days, 

Recall that Christ endured the sting of death: 

He gives iis hope, ancl merits all our praise. —Gustafson 
Christ came not to satisfy our curiosity but to save our souls. 
w’H’H’. agawamch urch. org 
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Calendar of events 
from St. John the 
Evangelist Church 


You are invited 
to Feeding Hills 
Congregational 


Catholic Women’s Club: The Annual Banquet will 
be held on Tuesday, May 6th at 6:00 p.m. at Chez 
Josef. Club members are being contacted by phone 
for reservations. Cost is $20. Deadline for cancella¬ 
tions is May 2nd. If you have not been contacted, 
please call Elaine Smith at 786-3091. 

Vendors Wanted for the Catholic Women’s Club 
Tag Sale on May 17th at St. John’s Social Center 
parking lot. Inside spaces, $20. Outside spaces, $15. 
For more information, please call Angela, 786-5408, 
or Mary, 786-0293. 

Baptisms: The next celebration of the Sacrament 
of Baptism will be on Sunday, April 27th. Baptisms 
will take place following the 11:30 a.m. Mass. 
Parents may elect to celebrate the baptism of their 
child during the 11:30 a.m. parish Mass, if they so 
desire. 

Agawam Singles Social Group: The next meet¬ 
ing will be held on May 8th at 7:30 in the Fr. Joyce 
Room. Games will be played and pizza will be served. 
All singles are welcome. 

Attention All Eighth- Through 12-Graders: St. 

John’s is having its first “Lock-In,” and you can be a 
part of it! Come on April 26th-27th for a night filled 
with games. Call Liz, 789-0877, or Rico at 786-5922 
for more. info. 

Parish Council Elections: The elections for 
Parish Council will be coming up in May. As you know, 
one-third (five rriembers) are elected to the Parish 
Council each year. If you wish to nominate someone, 
or if you are interested in being nominated yourself, 
please call the Rectory. 

Catholic Men’s Conference: The Office of Men’s 
Ministry will be hosting this conference on Saturday, 
April 26th, at Cathedral High School. Registration 
begins at 8:00 a.m., and the day will end with Mass 
with Bishop Dupre at 4:00 p.m. The cost is $20 per 
person. For more information, call Fr. Gary Daily, 
(413)243-0275. 

Annual Catholic Appeal: The theme this year is 
"Love One Another As I Have Loved You.” It will be 
conducted from May 4th through May 22nd, and we 
need volunteers. New volunteers are always needed; 
please give your name to someone in the office, and 
you will be contacted. 

Notice - Parking Restriction: As of April 12th, 
there is no parking allowed in front of the church. This 
parking has caused safety concerns and damage to 
the lawn and sprinkler system. There is handicapped 
parking in the designated area on the side on the 
church. 

Senior Citizen Retreat Day: The theme is “Our 
Blessed Mother and Contemplation," to be presented 
by Sr. Eleanor Dooley, SSJ on Friday, May 23rd, from 
9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Jericho in Holyoke. The cost 
is $15 (which includes lunch). To register, call 452- 
0838. 

Cathedral High School: Due to the increase in 
application inquiries, Cathedral High School will hold 
another Placement Exam, Sat., May 10th. The exam 
is offered to prospective students interested in apply 
for grade 9. Pre-registration is preferred. 
Application/exam is $25. Exam starts at 7:45 a.m. and 
parents pick-up will be at 12:00 noon. Please call Mrs. 
Anne Pellan-Shea at 782-5285 for the information. 

Divorced and Separated Group: The next meet¬ 
ing will be held on May 9th and May 18th at St. John’s 
in the lower church meeting room, at 6:00 p.m. Please 
enter through the rear door. 

New York City Ballet: St. John’s Over 60 group 
will be attending the ballet “Swan Lake” on Thursday, 
July 17th. Cost is $64. All are welcome to join us. Call 
786-9586. 

Greater Springfield Senior Services: They have 
been providing a variety of in-home and community- 
based services to help frail people aged 60 and over 
who live at home safely and independently. It is a pri¬ 
vate, non-profit organization. If you can help us, 
please call 781-8800. 


Easter People, that’s what Christians could call 
themselves. We are people whose faith is a response 
to the faith God showed in us by sending us Jesus. 
Our motto as a nation may be, “In God We Trust,” but 
its reverse should be our constant reminder. God 
trusts us to be the hands, the feet, the mouths, and 
the embodied compassion of Jesus until he returns. 
We are Easter People, people of the Resurrection. 

*** 

Sunday worship will be at 10:00. Our Pastor, Rev. 
Rob Donaldson, will speak on Acts 4:32-36, which 
tells the story of the way the first followers of Jesus 
ordered their lives together as a result of that first 
Easter. The sermon is entitled, “The Response of the 
Disciples.” 

. * * * 

Our lector this Sunday will be Sue Boisvert. Sue 
Boisvert and Eddie O’Connor will welcome you to 
worship and usher you to your seat. 

★ ★ ★ 

Our Confirmation class will meet on Wednesday at 
6:30, followed by Choir rehearsal at 7:30. We’re 
always glad to welcome new voices to our upbeat lit¬ 
tle choir, so if you’ve ever wanted to add your voice to 
a choral mix, please feel free to give it a try. 

★ * * 

If you’re searching for a new church to call home, 
we hope you’ll visit us at Feeding Hills Congregational 
Church, United Church of Christ. Please call our 
office at (413) 786^5061, or e-mail us at feedinqhill- 
succ@earthlink.net if you need more information. 
We’re also on the web at http://communitv 
.masslive.com/cc/fhccucc. 


Dr. Fruchtenbaum 
to be featured 
speaker at Faith 
Bible Church 

Dr. Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum will be the speaker at 
Faith Bible Church, May 18th-23rd at 10:00 a.m. 

Dr. Fruchtenbaum is the Director of Ariel Ministries, 
a Messianic Jewish organization, composed of Jews 
and Gentiles who believe in the Messiaship of Jesus. 

Dr. Fruchtenbaum was born in Siberia, Russia, 
after his parents were released from a Communist 
prison. 

He received Orthodox Jewish training while a 
young boy and came to New York with his family in 
1951. 

He received his training in theology at Cedarville 
College in Cedarville, Ohio and at Dallas Theological 
Seminary. 

He received his Ph.D. from New York University. 

He studied Hebrew, archaeology, and ancient his¬ 
tory at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 

It was during this time that the now historic Six-Day 
War broke out between Israel and the Arab nations. 

Because of his first-hand observations of this criti¬ 
cal period in Israel’s history, and his study of the role 
of the nation of Israel in God’s plan of world redemp¬ 
tion, he is often asked to speak in Bible conferences 
all over the United States and other parts of the world. 

“Dr. Fruchtenbaum will be speaking on the topics, 
‘Ezekiel 38 & 39,’ The Basis of the Second Coming,’ 
The Arab States in Prophecy,’ The Four Temples,’ 
and The Seventieth Week of Daniel,”’ Pastro Jasmin 
of Faith Bible Church announced. 

For further information, call 786-1681. 

* * * 



Want to surprise your friends, family members, 
or co-workers when they turn a “certain 
age”? Then be sure to put a “Birthday Ad” 
in The Agawam Advertiser News.... 


★ * * 


Home Equity Loan? Car Loan? 

NO PROBLEM! 

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CREDIT UNION 

More Than Competitive Rates 
Open To All Who Live Or Work In Agawam 

Agawam Federal 
Credit Union 


Call Today For Further Information 
Concerning Terms And Rates - 786-2100 





Mon. - Tues. - Wed. 9-4 
Thurs. - Fri. 9-5 


4 Washington Avenue Extension, Agawam 
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On Business 



JAMES A. SHERBO 


At Banknorth Mortgage... 

James A. Sherbo 
of Feeding Hills 
promoted to Senior 
Vice President 

Banknorth Mortgage Group recently announced 
that James A. Sherbo has been named Senior Vice 
President. As Senior Vice President for Banknorth 
Mortgage Group, he is responsible for the oversight of 
residential lending activity in Massachusetts. 

Sherbo joined Banknorth in 1999 as Vice 
President. He was previously employed at Citizens 
Bank as a regional manager. A graduate of Western 
New England College, he holds a bachelor of science 
degree in business management and an MBA in busi¬ 
ness finance. 

Active in the Springfield community, Sherbo serves 
as the director for the Hampden Hampshire Housing 
Partnership and Springfield Neighborhood Housing 
Services. He and his family reside in Feeding Hills. 

Banknorth Massachusetts, a division of Banknorth, 
N.A., holds the state’s fifth-largest market share with 
$5.9 billion in deposits and 121 branches in 
Massachusetts and southern New Hampshire. 
Banknorth Group, Inc. has $26 billion in assets and is 
the third-largest retail and commercial banking com¬ 
pany headquartered in New England. 

Other banking divisions operated by Banknorth, 
N.A. include Banknorth Vermont, Banknorth 
Connecticut, Bank of New Hampshire, Peoples 
Heritage Bank in Maine, and Evergreen Bank serving 
upstate New York. 

Banknorth’s network of subsidiaries and divisions 
provides products and services throughout New 
England in areas such as insurance, investment plan¬ 
ning and management, private banking, mortgage 
lending, leasing, merchant services, and more. 

If you visit the Advertiser News’ 
office at 23 Southwick Street, 
Feeding Hills (above Remillard 
Insurance), please note that our 
main entrance is in the back. 
Thank you... 


Coldwell Banker Hampden Bank’s 
donates $25,000 to “Christmas in April” 

Legion’s Family volunteers to help 

Support Network Forest Park couple 


Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage, through its 
charitable arm, Coldwell Banker Cares, Inc., recently 
donated $25,000 to the New England chapters of the 
American Legion. The Agawam Real Estate Office of 
Coldwell Banker is located at 770 Main Street, 
Agawam Center (789-9890). 

The donation was made as part of the Legion’s 
Family Support Network, which has been established 
to provide immediate assistance to service personnel 
and families whose lives have been directly affected 
by Operation Iraqi Freedom and America’s war on ter¬ 
ror. This donation will be used to help fund this need¬ 
ed program throughout the New England area. 

Since September 11,2001, the nation’s active-duty 
' military has been on high alert, and National Guard 
and Reserve units have been mobilized in record 
numbers. As a result, the families of these men and 
women often find themselves unable to meet normal 
monthly expenses, and assistance is needed for a 
variety of everyday chores. 

To address these issues, the American Legion has 
a 24-hour nationwide toll-free number, 1-800-504- 
4098, for servicemembers and their family members 
to call for assistance. Calls are referred to the 
American Legion Department, or state, in which the 
call originated. Departments relay the collected infor¬ 
mation to a local American Legion post. The local post 
then contacts the servicemember or family to see how 
assistance can be provided locally. 

Since the creation of the Family Support Network 
during the first Gulf War, thousands of posts have 
responded to meet these families’ needs. The Family 
Support Network works when Legionnaires at the 
post level respond to the increasing needs of com¬ 
rades and their families. As the nation’s largest veter¬ 
ans’ organization, their commitment to the men and 
women of our armed forces and their families never 
wavers. 

Coldwell Banker Cares, Inc., a 501 (c)(3) charitable 
corporation, was created for the purpose of raising 
funds to provide help and assistance to communities 
served by the organization, with a focus on providing 
shelter, particularly to children and families. The pri¬ 
mary fundraising activities include a voluntary pro¬ 
gram of employee and associate contribution where¬ 
by employee and sales associates voluntarily con¬ 
tribute a portion of their income and commissions to 
the charitable program. These contributions are 
matched 100-percent by Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage of New England. 

For more information, visit www.ColdwellBanker 
Cares.ora' . 


Glenn W. McCarthy, Vice-President of Hampden 
Bank, has announced that this year’s “Christmas in 
April” work team will be helping a Forest Park couple 
spruce up their home on Saturday, April 26th. 

The home is located at 89 West Alvord Street in the 
Forest Park section of Springfield, and it is owned by 
Mary and Allan Syrett. 

At the present time, Mary is confined to a wheel¬ 
chair, and Allan struggles to get around with the use 
of two canefe. Both are hearing-impaired, and both 
have trouble with their eyesight. 

According to McCarthy, “These are very proud 
people who are extremely grateful for any help that 
we can provide them. We will be cleaning their back 
yard, painting one side of the foundation, performing 
some small repairs to the lattice around the porch, 
and cleaning their kitchen area. We will also make 
some minor repairs to the picket fence along the back 
edge of the property. 

“In addition,” he continued, “we are investigating 
the possibility of installing a handicap ramp to make 
access in and out of the house a simple task. If it is 
determined that the ramp can be built to conform with 
the city building code, the Homebuilders Association 
will provide skilled labor to construct it.” 

Each year, 25 to 30 employees of Hampden Bank 
volunteer their time and effort to work on these proj¬ 
ects. Collectively, this amounts to 125 to 150 “person 
hours” of labor provided at no cost to the homeowner. 

"Christmas in April" is subsidized by contributions 
from a number of local businesses such as Hampden 
Bank. In addition to the monetary contributions, 
organizations such as the homebuilders’ and carpen¬ 
ters’ union 108 supply skilled labor at no cost, and 
others such as Home Depot provide materials at little 
or no cost. 

“Since 1992, Hampden Bank has sponsored 11 
home projects in Greater Springfield. This year’s 
endeavor will represent the 12th home project we 
have worked on,” said McCarthy. 

Hampden Bank is a full-service financial institution 
serving the families and businesses in and around 
Hampden County, Massachusetts. 

The bank has five full-service offices in Springfield, 
Agawam, Longmeadow, and West Springfield, and 
will open its newest office in Wilbraham later this year. 

The Bank is currently celebrating its 151st year of 
serving the people of Hampden County. 


Carlson GMAC Real Estate to sponsor 
free “Career Night” in Springfield 


Charles E. Reiter, Vice-President of Carlson GMAC 
Real Estate, is pleased to announce that the firm will 
be sponsoring a free “Career Night.” 

The “Career Night" is scheduled for Thursday, May 
8th, at 7:00 p.m. and will be held at the Regional 
Headquarters at 1000 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, 
MA (near Western New England College). 

This is a terrific opportunity for anyone considering 
a career in real estate to learn what a REALTOR 
does, how REALTORS earn commissions, and what it 
takes to be an entrepreneur in this rapidly growing 
industry. 

For reservations or if anyone is already licensed 
and would like to hear more about a career in real 
estate, please contact Charles Reiter, 782-6000. 

Carlson GMAC Real Estate is the largest real 
estate firm in Western Massachusetts with over 190 


sales-associates in Chicopee, Agawam/Feeding Hills, 
East Longmeadow, Longmeadow, Palmer, 
Springfield, West Springfield, Westfield, and 
Wilbraham. 

The Carlson GMAC Real Estate Network is com¬ 
posed of over 65 offices and over 1,250 sales agents 
servicing'New England. 

A full service company, Carlson GMAC Real Estate 
offers a complete network of services including Buyer 
and Seller representation, global relocation assis¬ 
tance, Elegant Homes, new home sales, in-house 
mortgage service, Interactive Website, and a pre¬ 
licensing school. 

For further information, please call our regional 
headquarters office at (413) 782-6000 or visit our 
website at www.carlsonre.com . 
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Woronoco Bancorp, 
Inc. reports 23% 
growth in 1st quarter 
earnings per share 

Woronoco Bancorp, Inc. (the “Company”) (AMEX: 
WRO), the holding company for Woronoco Savings 
Bank (the “Bank”), has reported a net income of $1.3 
million, or $0.37 per diluted share, for the quarter 
ended March 31, 2003 compared to net income of 
$1.1 million, or $0.30 per diluted share, for the same 
period in 2002. 

The 23-percent expansion in earnings per share 
was achieved through strong growth in average loan 
and core deposit balances; a stable net interest mar¬ 
gin; significant expansion in fee income and insur¬ 
ance commissions; sound asset quality; and the 
effects of share repurchases, somewhat offset by 
higher non-interest expenses. 

Total assets rose $20.9 million, or three percent, to 
$726.5 illion at March 31, 2003 from $705.6 million at 
December 31, 2002, primarily reflecting a net 
increase in investment securities (funded by increas¬ 
es in deposits). As a result of the improved financial 
results, the Company is also pleased to announce a 
three-percent increase, compared to the prior quarter, 
in its cash dividend to $0,155 per share, payable on 
May 30, 2003 to shareholders of record as of the 
close of business on May 8, 2003. 

The-dividend yield has grown to an excess of 2.9- 
percent based upon an annualized dividend of $0.62 
per share on March 31, 2003. The Company’s book 
value per share improved $2.09 or 11.1-percent to 
$20.91 at March 31, 2003 from $18.82 at March 31, 
2002 . 

“Woronoco has consistently improved its financial 
performance since becoming a public company in 
1999,” said Cornelius D. Mahoney, Chairman, 
President, and CEO. He added, “We are proud of our 
progress and remain focused on improving the 
Company’s profitability and growing its franchise." 

The Company is committed to several strategies 
intended to enhance franchise.value and profitability. 
In an effort to diversify its revenue stream and 
become less dependent on net interest income, man¬ 
agement has sought to expand the Company’s non¬ 
interest income base. 

In the first quarter of 2003, the other income to 
average assets ratio improved to 0.64-percent from 
0.43-percent for the same period in 2002, reflecting 
significant increases in fee income and insurance 
commissions. 

"The Company continues to realize benefits from 
its commitment to non-traditional financial products 
and services,” Mahoney said. Offering investment 
management services and insurance products 
enables the Company to manage all of the financial 
needs of its customers. 

The Company is concentrating or\ changing its 
deposit mix and moving toward a greater reliance on 
less expensive, more stable core deposits. In 2003, 
management plans to capitalize on new relationship 
banking packages to grow the Company’s core 
deposit base. Management is also directing its atten¬ 
tion to the loan portfolio, in particular residential mort¬ 
gages. The historically low interest rate environment 
has led to a significant amount of refinancing volume. 

After an analysis of the equity investment portfolio 
and the specific securities that comprise the portfolio 
in the fourth quarter of 2002, management deter¬ 
mined that a large portion of the securities in the port¬ 
folio no longer meet the Company’s investment crite¬ 
ria. The Company elected to sell several agency 
securities and prepay several FHLB advances to 
reposition the balance sheet and enhance net interest 
income. 

Woronoco Bancorp, Inc. is a publicly owned sav¬ 
ings and loan holding company and the parent corpo¬ 
ration of Woronoco Savings Bank, a Massachusetts 
stock savings bank headquartered in Westfield. 
Woronoco Savings Bank provides a wide variety of 
financial products and services through its nine 
branch offices located throughout Hampden and 
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Timely Tips On How To 
Manage Your Finances 
by Sue Alvanos 

Financial Advisor 

American Express Financial Advisors Inc. 

IDS Life Insurance Company 
Agawam Corporate Ctr., 67 Hunt St., 
Agawam - (413) 821-9380 


Control the costs of 


refinancing your home 

(Part 2 of 2) 

GETTING A “GOOD-FAITH ESTIMATE”: When 
you apply for a mortgage, lenders are required by law 
to give you a “good-faith estimate,” a document that 
details the estimated closing costs for your mortgage. 
The good-faith estimate is just an estimate and fees 
can change prior to closing. Lenders are required to 
give their best estimate and the good-faith estimate 
should provide a fairly reliable basis for you to com¬ 
pare offers from other lenders. 

As you review the good-faith estimate, ask your 
lender to fully explain the various fees listed. Ask 
about the purpose of each cost if you’re unsure and 
who will receive the fee. More importantly, ask if cer¬ 
tain fees might be eliminated or reduced. A lender who 
wants your business may agree to waive certain refi¬ 
nancing fees, such as document preparation and pro¬ 
cessing costs, or even reduce your overall interest 
rate. However, during times when lenders have as 
much business as they can handle, don’t be surprised 
if there is little or no leeway in fees. 

BEEN THERE BEFORE? CONSIDER “RECY¬ 
CLING”: If you’re refinancing your home for a second 
or third time, you may be able to cut closing costs by 
“recycling" certain services you’ve already paid for. If 
you’ve had your home appraised in the past year, for 
example, you may be able to ask your previous 
appraiser for a “recertification of value,” which can 
cost several hundred dollars less than a full appraisal. 
Similarly, you may be able to save money on your title 


insurance by simply updating your existing policy, 
rather than writing a completely new one. 

Hiring the same attorney you used during a previ¬ 
ous home refinance can also help reduce costs. 
Because your attorney will have already completed 
much of the background work required for your cur¬ 
rent refinancing process, you may be able to pay less 
in legal fees. 

COMPARE YOUR ESTIMATE TO YOUR SETTLE¬ 
MENT STATEMENT: After you’ve chosen the refi¬ 
nancing deal that’s best for you, you will receive at 
closing a settlement statement, also known as a HUD- 
1 document, which is a standard form that lists all of 
the loan’s closing costs and charges. The form shows 
how loan proceeds are paid out and who will receive 
them. 

You should ask to see a copy of the completed set¬ 
tlement statement at least one business day before 
the loan closing. Compare your settlement with your 
good-faith estimate. You may want to focus on the 
total amount of your closing costs rather than quib¬ 
bling on individual fees. But if you notice a large dis¬ 
parity between the documents, ask your lender to 
explain it. 

If the fees seem unreasonable, remember that you 
have the right to cancel a refinanced mortgage within 
three days of closing. The lender is required to refund 
your money, without penalty, unless the loan is from a 
state agency or is a closed-end refinanced mortgage 
with no new advance of money from the same lender 
as the loan you’re refinancing. 

LEARN MORE: If you’re unsure whether now is 
the right time for you to refinance your home, consid¬ 
er consulting your certified financial advisor. Working 
with you to review your long-term goals and current 
financial situation, your financial advisor can help you 
weigh your options to make a solid, well-informed 
decision. 

American Express Financial Advisors Inc. (Member 
NASD). American Express Company is separate from 
American Express Financial Advisors Inc. and is not a 
broker-dealer. 


Westfield Bank announces new 


“Future Fund” for charitable giving 


Westfield Bank turned 150 on Tuesday, April 15th, 
and well-wishers gathered to celebrate the occasion 
at the bank’s corporate headquarters on Elm Street, 
Westfield. Customers, elected officials, and friends 
were invited to join bank staff for a party beginning at 
11:00 a.m. and a formal ceremony in the afternoon. 

The bank’s longevity was certainly worth celebrat¬ 
ing, especially given the consolidation that has 
occurred in the banking industry. But what was per¬ 
haps most noteworthy about the occasion was the 
bank’s announcement of the “Future Fund,” a new for¬ 
mat for their charitable giving. 

The “Future Fund" was created to provide 
increased funding for local causes and organizations 
in the seven communities served by Westfield Bank. 
For its anniversary year, the bank committed more 
than $300,000 to 18 community organizations, in 
addition to honoring prior pledges of support. 

“We felt it was important 
to continue and formalize 
our giving to local causes, 
particularly in these days of 
funding shortfalls,” 

explained Westfield Bank 
President & CEO Donald A. 

Williams. He continued, 

"We hope the ‘Future Fund’ 
will be a source of pride for 
the entire Westfield Bank 
family.” 

Vice-President of 
Marketing Alice M. Bob- 
cock added, “We hope our 
increased commitment of 
support will encourage 
other businesses to do the 
same." 

She went on to explain 
that, in large measure, 

Westfield Bank employees 
serve as board members 
and volunteers for the 


recipients of the "Future Fund." “These are organiza¬ 
tions in which we have made investments in time, tal¬ 
ent, and financial resources,” stated Ms. Babcock. 

On hand to accept the first "Future Fund” donations 
were representatives from these organizations: 

* Abilities Unlimited - $ip;000 to provide scholar¬ 
ships for able and disabled children attending the 
Kamp for Kids program; Stanley Park - $15,000 for its 
summer concert series; Westfield Athenaeum - 
$12,900 to reopen the Smith Historical Museum; 
YWCA of Western Massachusetts - a portion of a 
$75,000 capital campaign pledge to build a new home 
and a 48-bed shelter for battered women and their 
children. 

All of the recipients expressed their gratitude for 
the bank’s generous support and echoed the impor- 


SEE WESTFIELD BANK - Page 21 



AU TO BODY 


Servicing 
All Makes 
a Models 


• State-Of-The Art Frame 
Straightening Machines 

• Heated Down-Draft Spray Booth 

• Free Pick-Up and Delivery 

• Rental Vehicles Available 

• AH Work 100% Guaranteed 


250 SPRINGFIELD ST. • AGAWAM 




SEE WORONOCO - Page 21 
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Pam Savioli I I W 

CARLSONS MLLu\ 

(413) 748-7565 Wm M | 

Small gardens... 

Spring is here, and most of us are naturally drawn 
to the outdoors. It’s time to freshen up the lawn, plant 
flowers, trim the weeds. But, what about those who 
live in a condo or townhome with little or no outdoors 
to care for? 

Most homes have a deck, patio, or maybe a small 
balcony. Take advantage of this small space to 
indulge your gardening fancies. Whether or not you 
have a green thumb, you can have a beautiful “gar¬ 
den” by using containers. What’s more, you can get 
very creative. 

There are lots of attractive pots at your local gar¬ 
den center or home improvement store. They come in 
a large variety of shapes and sizes. Even if you have 
only a small area, a large pot will add drama and be 
more effective than a bunch of small ones. But, if 
you’re not prepared to take on a large plant, consider 
herbs. They're lovely to look at, and you’ll have a sup¬ 
ply of tasty items to enhance your cooking. 

To get started, gather the necessary supplies. 
You’ll need gloves (of course), some soil and fertiliz¬ 
er, and some simple tools. A light soil works best, but 
if you want to mix yoiy own, the formula is one part 
sand, one part gardeh loam, and one part peat moss. 

Fill your containers about halfway with your soil 
mixture and place the plants. Then fill dirt in and 
around, tapping lightly on the soil. If you are using 
seeds, follow the directions on the package. Gently 
pat the dirt around the plants, but don’t pack too tight¬ 
ly- 

Add a slow-release fertilizer and water generously. 
Small containers and clay pots will need to be 
watered more frequently. There are automatic drip 
regulators available at your home improvement and 
garden centers. Or, you can place the containers on 
large trays filled with small pebbles. 

Shallow pans and ceramic dishes work just fine. 
Keep these filled with water and the plant can absorb 
the moisture. If your plants still appear to be drying 
out, trying using mulch. To disguise the pans, place 
decorative moss on the perimeter. 

Match the container size to the plant. And make 
sure there is proper drainage. If necessary, punch 
small holes in the bottom of each pot. 

Another idea is to add small rocks or pebbles in the 
bottom for water to drain through. If you have broken 
clay pots, use the pieces instead of purchasing drain¬ 
ing materials. Just be careful with handling, as this 
material can have sharp points. 

Flowering plants add their own special warmth and 
beauty, but they will generally need more sun than 
non-flowering ones. Move the containers around until 
you find the right combination of sun and shade. This 
is especially true if your container garden resides on 
a patio, deck, or balcony. If it’s indoors, look for a 
sunny window. 

If your choice of plants includes vegetables, you 
will want to watch for insects. Inspect once a week 
and take action quickly if the plants appear to be 
under attack. Whiteflies and aphids are especially 
fond of green peppers and tomatoes. If you see 
these, wash the stems and leaves immediately with 
insecticidal soap. 

Now, it’s time for the creative part. Look for unusu¬ 
al items in which to place your plants and have some 
fun. Old wooden boxes or baskets work just fine. A 
child’s small wagon, a wheelbarrow, or a fishing bas¬ 
ket would add a nostalgic touch. 

Other ideas include an old barrel or a pretty bowl or 
crock pot that’s no longer in use in the kitchen; even 
unusual tins work just fine. If you need to line the con¬ 
tainer, plastic milk jugs or styrofoam will do the job 
nicely. 

Pam Savioli is a full-time professional Realtor 
with over 17 years of experience. Call Pam at (413) 
748-7565 with any real estate questions you might 
have. 
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Legal 
Memo 

by 

Alan L. Ferrigno, Esq. 

546 Springfield St., F.H. 

(413)786-9454 

Your automobile insurance 
(Should you buy this and 
how much should you buy?) 

Automobile insurance is sometimes complex and 
confusing. There are four (4) parts to Compulsory 
Insurance, that is, insurance that you must have, and 
eight (8) parts to Optional Insurance, that is insurance 
you may choose to purchase. 

This article examines one aspect of the various dif¬ 
ferent types of coverage. 

BODILY INJURY CAUSED BY 
AN UNDERINSURED AUTO 

This coverage is optional coverage. That is, you 
don’t have to purchase it. But should you? 

Sometimes an owner or operator of an auto legally 
responsible for an accident is underinsured. Under 
this, your Auto Insurance will pay damages for bodily 
injury to people injured or killed as a result of certain 
accident caused by someone who does not have 
enough insurance. 

Such injured person has a claim under this cover¬ 
age when the limits for automobile bodily injury liabili¬ 
ty insurance covering the owners and operators of the 
legally responsible autos are: 

1. Less than the limits shown for this Part on your 

WORONOCO - from Page 20 

Hampshire Counties in Western Massachusetts. 

The Bank also offers a full line of property and 
casualty insurance products and various life insur¬ 
ance and group life, group health, and accident insur¬ 
ance products for individuals and commercial clients 
through its insurance subsidiary Keyes, Mattson & 
Agan. 

For more information regarding the Bank’s prod¬ 
ucts and services, and for Woronoco Bancorp, Inc. 
investor relations information, please visit our website 
at www.woronoco.com . 
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Coverage Selections Page; and 

2. Not sufficient to pay for the damages sustained 
by the injured person. 

Generally, this Insurance will pay for damages to or 
for: 

1. You, while occupying your auto, while occu¬ 
pying an auto you do not own, or if injured as a 

pedestrian. 

2. Any household member, while occupying 
your auto, while occupying an auto not owned by 
you, or if injured as a pedestrian. 

3. Anyone else while occupying your auto. 

4. If you are injured while occupying your auto 
and you have two or more autos insured with us with 
different limits, this insurance will only pay up to the 
limits shown on your Coverage Selections Page for 
the auto you are occupying when injured. 

If you are injured as a pedestrian or while occu¬ 
pying an auto you do not own and have two or more 
Massachusetts auto policies which provide coverage 
at different limits, the policy with the higher limits will 
pay. 

» 

Thus, generally speaking, this Coverage may allow 
an injured person to collect damages from the under¬ 
insured Insurance Company above the limits provided 
by the Insurance Company of the person responsible 
for the injuries and damages, who did not carry 
enough insurance to pay for those injuries and dam¬ 
ages. 

Attorney Alan L. Ferrigno maintains an office at 
546 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, 
Massachusetts. If you have a legal question, 
Attorney Ferrigno will attempt to address the 
same in this column. Please send any questions 
to the address listed above. 

WESTFIELD BANK - from Page 20 

tance of the bank’s leadership role in community proj¬ 
ects. 

Westfield Bank opened in 1853 as a small purvey¬ 
or of savings accounts and home mortgages in 
Westfield. During the course of the past 150 years, 
the bank has expanded in size, stature, services, and 
market area. It is now the third-largest bank in 
Hampden County and the largest community bank 
with $813 million in assets. 

In the coming weeks, all of the Westfield Bank 
locations will feature similar celebrations, including 
the announcement of additional “Future Fund” recipi¬ 
ents. The next party is scheduled for Thursday, April 
24th, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the bank’s West 
Springfield office, 206 Park Street. 




Introducing Hampden Bank's Be First @ Home Loan 


*Annual Percentage Pate as quoted March 21,2003. Pefinancing for owner-occupied residence only. Minimum loan amount 
$500,000. Maximum 80% loan to value. Loan to be primary lien. Property insurance required. Appraisal fees to be refunded at closing. 10-year term monthly 
payment of $10.85 per thousand borrowed. 15-year term monthly payment of $8.30 per thousand borrowed. Offer may be rescinded at any time. 


tn} Equal Housing lendor Member FDIC Member DIF 


Hampden 

Bank 


Be first @ last" 

hampdenbank.com Yourfe/Bank: 1.800.887.6704 
Springfield: Downtown 736.1812; Allen Street 782.5291 
West Springfield: 781.3360; Longmeadow: 567.3321 
Agawam: 821.9437; Loan Center: 452.5120 


Low Fixed Rates ... 
No Closing Costs! 

There’s Never Been A Better 

Time To Refinance! 


5.50%- 

575% 

b %Japr* 

10-year term 

15-year term 
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Your Health 


Chiropractic Care 

by Dr. Tami Nelson 
Chiropractic Physician 
Hampden County Chiropractic 
850 Springfield St. - Feeding Hills 
786-4820 

Thrower’s elbow 
Golfer’s elbow 

Medial epicondylitis, also known as golfer’s or 
thrower’s elbow, is an inflammation of the tendon, 
muscles, and/or bursa as they attach to the bone of 
the arm (humerus). This injury is due to overuse, too 
many or too hard of throws or golf strokes where flex¬ 
ing at the wrist and forearm occurs. 

Initially, the patient will complain of pain in the 
inside of the elbow region that is relieved by rest. 
Often this does not deter the avid golfer from getting 
back out on the course (patients, you know who I’m 
talking about). The pain becomes constant with con¬ 
tinued use. 

Treatment of medial epicondylitis varies in 
response to how inflamed the tendons and muscles 
are, how long it has been there, and if any muscles or 
tendons have been torn. At home, rest the area. Icing 
the inside elbow region for 10 minutes each hour will 
help decrease the pain and inflammation. 

Unfortunately, this tends to be a slow injury to heal, 
and three to six months is not an uncommon amount 
of time for recovery. To keep from further injuring the 
area, activities that cause problems, such as throwing 
or GOLFING should be avoided until the pain has 
diminished and it is no longer sensitive. 

To prevent problems, proper stretching before and 
after exercise is important in preventing injuries. 
Stretches specifically for this problem are available at 
our office. Stop by and pick up yours today! 

Dr. Nelson maintains an office at Hampden 
County Chiropractic, 850 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills, 786-4820. 



Vision Awareness 


program at 
Heritage Woods 


Genesis Eldercare’s Heritage Woods Assisted 
Living Community invites you to attend our program 
on Vision Awareness on April 28th from 2:00-3:00 
p.m. 


Dr. Madonna Santos, optometrist, will speak on 
“Nothing is more precious than your eyesight.” Early 
detection with eye disorders can lead # to more effec¬ 
tive treatment. Topics covered during the program will 
include glaucoma, cataracts, macular degeneration, 
and diabetic retinopathy. 

The program is free and open to the public. 
Refreshments will be served. Heritage Woods is 
located at 462 Main Street, Agawam. For directions, 
please call 786-9704. 


Low Carb Diabetic 

Baked Goods, Groceries - Over 100 Items 
Bread, Bagels, Pasta and more. 
Atkins, Keto, Low Carb Success 

(not available through website) 

www.choice-health.com 


Healthy Recipes, Reference Room, Ingredient Glossary. 
Buy Online 

Vitamin, Herb and Supplement Specialists. 


Westfield Shops (near Old Navy) 
435 E. Main St., Rte. 20 
Westfield, MA 01085 
(413) 568-8333 

Mon-Sat 10-6, Mon & Thurs ‘til 8 


mmm 


raitMU 

HEALTH FOOD STORE 


1 

For A Better You... 

If -hrC* 

by Judes Ziemba 


Center for Self-Development 


83 Industrial Lane 

1 

Agawam, MA 01001 
789-4511 


Self-Esteem 


(Part 2) 

Last week, we discussed Personal Development 
and three essential factors to positive progress; self¬ 
esteem, confidence, and motivation. This week, we 
will expand on building self-esteem. 

Good self-esteem is the basic foundation of suc¬ 
cess. Low self-esteem, however, does not suddenly 
appear like the symptom of an illness. It develops like 
a cancer, usually unnoticed in early stages. It spreads 
slowly throughout the mind until it becomes full-blown, 
demoralizing and destructive; possibly even terminal. 

Low self-esteem must be dealt with before 
progress can be achieved in building self-confidence 
and creating motivation. It is difficult for a person to 
show confidence when she views herself as low per¬ 


son on the totem pole. While poor self-esteem can 
emanate from events that might be considered per¬ 
sonal setbacks (in business, relationships, health, 
etc.), the primary cause is negative programming from 
the past. It might be a product of judgmental parents, 
teachers, authority figures, relatives, or friends. Many 
times, derogatory comments, ridicule, relentless criti¬ 
cism, and similar factors ignore commendable 
achievement and simply focus on and accentuate the 
negative. 

Frequently, these events hurt or are absorbed by 
and buried in the subconscious with the victim 
unaware of the sources of troubled feelings, fears, 
self-doubt, and damaging attitudes. But we know that 
the subconscious mind is the storage house of mem¬ 
ory. Through hypnotherapy, it is possible to set aside 
the conscious mind, seek, locate, and uncover the 
detrimental memories which are adversely affecting 
the personality. In bringing the problems to light, the 
person can be freed from the past and the doors to 
future progress and achievement can be opened. 

Next week, we’ll discuss building confidence. 

Judes Ziemba maintains an office at the Center 
for Self-Development, 83 Industrial Lane, 
Agawam, 789-4511. 


Polish American Club Women’s Auxiliary 
reschedules “Reiki” program for May 5th 


Following a brief business meeting of the Women’s 
Auxiliary of the Polish American Club of Agawam on 
Monday, May 5th at 7:00 p.m., a presentation of Reiki 
will be conducted by Janet Barako, Rieki master, at 
the clubhouse. (This presentation was originally 
scheduled for Monday, April 7th.) 

Janet is a nationally certified massage therapist. 
She co-authored and illustrated her own cookbook 


and is an exceptional artist. On a weekly basis, Mrs. 
Barako uses her hands for an entirely different sort of 
work; she uses them to channel universal energy into 
cancer patients at Westfield’s Center of Hope.eiki is a 
very ancient energy healing system. 

The Women of the Auxiliary cordially extend an 
invitation to the public who are interested to attend 
this presentation. 


For all the hometown news, you turn our pages each and every 
week ... Agawam Advertiser News III 


Drs. Joseph M. & Katherine S. Schlaffer 



Schlaffer Chiropractic 


* Complete Family Chiropractic Care. 

* X-Ray Facility With Low Exposure Rare Earth System. 

* Emergencies Accepted. 

* Evenings And Saturday Appointments Available. 

* We Accept The Following: Medicare, BlueCare 65, BC/BS of 
Mass., BC/BS Federal Plans, The Pioneer Health Group, Unicare, 
Harvard Pilgrim, Consolidated PPO, Cigna, Connecticare, GIC 
Indemnity Plan, Secure Horizons, Tri-State Teamsters, Tufts 
Health Plan, Unisys, Worker’s Compensation, Automobile 
Insurance, BC/BS of CT-Anthem. 

192 Shoemaker Lane, Agawam 
789-1369 or 789-1073 
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Your Back And 
Your Health 

by 

Dr. Joseph S. Schlaffer 

Schlaffer Chiropractic Offices 
192 Shoemaker Lane 
Agawam 


What aging really means 

Have you ever wondered how some people seem 
to age gracefully and with good health, but others suf¬ 
fer with an increasing number of health maladies 
which make the golden years difficult to bear? 
Arthritis, osteoporosis, type 2 diabetes, cancer, hard¬ 
ening of the arteries, high blood pressure, cataracts, 
Parkinson’s disease or Alzheimer’s are some of the 
conditions commonly associated with getting old. Will 
you eventually suffer with these conditions? 

Here are some things to consider when we think 
about what aging really means. People may be more 
prone to diseases as they get older, but just because 
you get older doesn’t mean you will experience the 
symptoms associated with these and other diseases. 
Although the disease process and the aging process 
may run concurrently, they are not the same thing. 
You can get sick and even die from many diseases 
common to old age, but you don’t have to get old to 
have such diseases. And if you maintain an optimal 
level of wellness, you should be able to get older with¬ 
out automatically and inescapably being condemned 
to the pain, discomfort, and disabilities associated 
with many disease states. Growing old and getting 
sick simply are not-irtterchangeable or even inextrica¬ 
bly linked processes. 

More and more people are living longer and stay¬ 
ing healthier - and happier - as they get older. The key 
is to gain control over your health as early in your life 
as possible. Learning how to stay well will give you a 
better chance of feeling well, longer. The increasing 
number of seniors is attributable, in part, to the grow¬ 


ing reliance on health care that stresses lifelong well¬ 
ness, a properly functioning nerve system, proper 
diet, and adequate exercise (which are all mainstays 
of chiropractic care). Hoping that cures are found for 
such scourges as cancer, heart disease, and AIDS will 
have little impact on your quality of life as you live day- 
by-day into your 70s, 80s, and 90s. 

Living long and being vigorous and vital means 
maintaining overall physical and emotional wellness. 
It means functioning at as high a level as possible, 
with physical and mental functions diminished only 
moderately, if at all. It is imperative that you eat well, 
sleep properly, exercise, and investigate preventive 
approaches to health. Chiropractic is designed to 
maximize spinal health, proper nerve system function, 
and allow other body tissues and organs to continue 
to function in a healthy manner. 

Chiropractic is a health care system that for more 
than a century has been devoted to conservative care 
that features minimal intervention and limits on costly 
hospitalization and potentially dangerous and disrup¬ 
tive medications. Most of all, doctors of chiropractic 
are trained in maintaining wellness by gentle, reas¬ 
suring, safe, and effective techniques designed to 
restore and maintain joint, muscle, nerve, and soft tis¬ 
sue health, which is fundamental to keeping older 
people fit and flexible, feeling good, and functioning at 
their highesf'potential. 

More and more aging men and women rely on doc¬ 
tors of chiropractic to remove some of the underlying 
skeletal and muscular causes of poor health, distress, 
debilitation, and depression that plague so many older 
individuals. Chiropractors have the skills to reduce 
pain and infirmity, give even older patients greater 
mobility, more robust good health, and a more confi¬ 
dent expectation that the future can emcompass 
many more fulfilling years of functioning better, and 
feeling younger. 

Isn’t it time you made an appointment? We are 
conveniently located at 192 Shoemaker Lane, 
Agawam - 789-1369 or 789-1073. 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON 
ORTHOPEDIC CARE 


New England Orthopedic Surgeons, the largest provider of orthopedic care in Western 
Massachusetts, no longer accepts HMO Blue. NEOS does accept other Blue Cross plans and 
all major HMOs and PPOs available in the region. * 

We look forward to continuing to provide orthopedic services to patients covered by one 
of the many plans listed. For our patients' convenience, care may be scheduled at our new 
facility at BOO Birnie Avenue in Springfield, or in Hampshire County at 10 Main Street, 
Florence and 31 Hall Drive, Amherst. 


Accepted HMOs and PPOs 


° Aetna/US Healthcare 
PPO/HMO 

• Cigna Healthcare 

• Consolidated Health 
Plans Network Manager 

° ConnectiCare, Inc. 

° GIC 

• Harvard Pilgrim 

• Healthcare Value 
Management 

• HMC Health Management 
Center 

• Health New England 


• Medicare 

• Mass Health 

• Northeast Direct Health 

• One Health Plan 

• Pioneer Health 
PPO/John Alden Health 

• Private Healthcare 
Systems PHCS 

• Tufts Associated 
Healthcare 

• Unicare/Wellpoint 

• United Health Care 


Accepted Blue Cross/Blue Shield Plans 

• BC/BS of Massachusetts • Blue Care Elect Preferred 

• Blue Care 65 • Out-of-Network Indemnity 

• Blue Cross Self-referred PPO 


HMOs NEOS Does Not Accept 


• HMO Blue 



NEOS 


New England Orthopedic Surgeons 

The Area's Largest Provider of Orthopedic Care 


• 300 Birnie Avenue, Springfield, MA 01107-1104 • (413) 785-4666 

• 10 Main Street, Florence, MA 01062 • 31 Hall Drive, Amherst, MA 01002 • (413) 582-1400 


For Your Eyes Only 

by Aaron Vanderhoof 
Licensed Optician 
Agawam Opticians 
338 Walnut St. Ext., 
Agawam 
786-0719 


Night driving & glare 

Question: When I drive at night, the glare really 
bothers me. What can I do to avoid the harsh glare 
and starburst affect I see around the lights? 

For many people, glare is a very serious problem, 
especially driving at night. The “glowing” light that 
forms around street lights and headlights can be vir¬ 
tually blinding and sometimes creates diplopia or dou¬ 
ble vision. This can be dangerous as well as discon¬ 
certing to the driver. There is, however, a solution. 

Anti-reflective coating is suggested for patients that 
complain of this problem. It is a clear coating, not a 
tint, and has no color to it. This coating will also help 
with the glare from a television or computer screen. 
The anti-reflective coat also looks great and gives the 
appearance of having no lenses in the frame. 

Stop by our office for a demonstration anytime. 

“For Your Health” is just one 
more reason why you turn our 
pages each and every week ... 
ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 




HypnoCoach i ng 


The art of Hypnotherapy, 
Coaching & Guided Imagery 



Judes Ziemba 

Mil.. M id. C.II.T.. M < 


✓ Career Coaching 

✓Motivational Coaching 
✓Leisure & Retirement Coaching 
✓Public Speaking Development 


✓Quit Smoking 
✓Migraine Relief 
✓Headache Relief 
✓insomnia Control 


✓Weight Control 
✓Stress Reduction 
✓Build Self Esteem 
and more... 


Techniques will be determined following a personal assessment. 
A roadmap will then be developed iust for you!.' 

Center for Self-Development 

83 Industrial Lane 
Agawam, MA 01001- 
413-789-4511 




Stay in the game 
with chiropractic! 

-Dr. Tami Nelson 

Hampden County Chiropractic 
850 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
(413) 786-4820 


www.neortho.com 
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MAESTRO KEVIN RHODES, Music 
Director of the Springfield Symphony 
Orchestra, is shown holding his copy of a score 
of "Aida," which was autographed by famed 
opera star Leontyne Price. 

Dedication by famed 
soprano foretold the 
future of Maestro 
Kevin Rhodes 

A well-worn musical score of the opera Aida auto¬ 
graphed by famed soprano Leontyne Price will be on 
display in Springfield Symphony Hall on May 10th, at 
Springfield Symphony Orchestra’s season finale per¬ 
formance of Aida, a semi-staged production at 8:00 
p.m. 

The orchestral study score belongs to SSO Music 
Director Kevin Rhodes, who met Ms. Price when he 
was a student at Michigan Stage University and she 
sang a recital there. The young pianist and aspiring 
conductor served as the page-turner for the soprano’s 
accompanist. * 

“This was an incredible experience to be standing 
backstage with an artist I had listened to literally hun¬ 
dreds of times,” Rhodes recalled. He decided not to 
let the chance go by and brought his musical score to 
tlie concert. I told her that she had been an inspira¬ 
tion to me and that I want to become a conductor. She 
took a long look at my face, and said, “I bet you will,’ 
and signed the first page with the words, To the future 
Maestro. 

“You can be certain I’ll be thinking of it when I’m 
conducting Aida on May 10th," the Maestro said. 

* * * 

Want to surprise your 
friends, family members, or 
co-workers when they turn a 
“certain age”? Then be sure 
to put a “Birthday Ad” in The 
Agawam Advertiser News.... 



FOUR FORMER "Ms. Senior Massachusetts" winners (above) will be performing in the April 
29th production of "Islands of Pleasure," sponsored by the Springfield Golden Age Club. From 
left: Conni Lind oi Agawam, Mimi Tanni, Jessie Rivers of Agawam, and Angie Florian. 


Springfield Golden Age Club celebrates 
51st anniversary with annual Follies 


Passing its half-century mark, the Springfield 
Golden Age Club celebrates their annual Follies with 
the production “Islands of Pleasure.” 

The extravaganza event, featuring over 100 per¬ 
formers, takes place on Tuesday, April 29th at 7:00 
p.m. at Symphony Hall. 

Some of the featured performers are four former 
Ms. Senior Massachusetts winners - Angie Florian, 
Conni Lind of Agawam, Jessie Rivers of Agawam, and 
Mimi Tanni. 

Co-sponsored with the City of Springfield’s 
Department of Elder Affairs, the show is planned to be 
as big as last years, but not quite as long. 

Singers, dancers, and comedians*’range in age 
from 56 to 82. The theme is a cross between “The 
Love Boat” and “Fantasy Island” as the cast of vaca¬ 
tioning passengers set off to their Islands of Pleasure. 
Sy Becker, WWLP news reporter, is once again the 
glib Master of Ceremonies. Frank Jackson is the 


director/musical accompanist. The Frank Jackson 
Band, made up of talented local musicians, back up 
the entire show. 

Several groups are involved from local dance 
troupes like the Millennium Dancers under the chore¬ 
ography of Debby Tracy, and the Mayflower Line 
Dancers led by Lynn Connel^ to The Melody Boys 
singing a medley of tropical favorites, to the Good 
Time Singers. 

Tickets are $10 general seating (the same price as 
last year) and can be purchased at the Golden Age 
Club, 1600 East Columbus Avenue and at all of the 
Club’s branches; or by sending a check for the num¬ 
ber of tickets needed to either location. For further 
information, call 787-6486. The site is wheelchair 
accessible. 

“Islands of Pleasure” is paid for in part by a grant 
from the Springfield Cultural Council, an'agency ofhe 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency. 


STAGE Children’s Theatre to present 
“ALADDIN” at Red Door Theatre 


STAGE Children’s Theatre will present the familiar 
tale of “ALADDIN” this Friday and Saturday, April 25th 
and 26th, at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday, April 27th, at 2:00 
p.m. at the Red Door Theatre, 152 South Westfield 
Street, Feeding Hills. 

This classic tale of a mischievous ragamuffin who 
wins the hand of an Arabian princess has been 
immortalized in recent years by Disney. STAGE’S pro¬ 
duction is based on the story from the “Tales of the 
Arabian Nights," but is infused with humor through a 
sarcastic Genie (Lyle Pearsons); Zabal, a bumbling 
suitor (Doug Wallace of Belchertown); and a smart¬ 
mouthed Sultana (Andrea Simmons of Agawam). 

“ALADDIN” is the culmination of a one-week drama 
workshop for ages eight through 15. The students 
have participated in all aspects of the production, from 
publicity to set construction to performance. 


Other roles are Mabrubrek, the evil sorcerer (Greg 
Warren of West Springfield); Aladdin (Douglas 
Watson of East Hartland, CT); Aladdin’s mother 
(Sarah Houlihan of West Springfield); the Vizier 
(Nathalie Watson of East Hartland); the Princess 
Badir-al-Badur (Shelby Came of Southwick); Malieka 
(Kara Peters of Feeding Hills); the Genie of the Ring 
(Britney Kallapolites of Bondsville); and the Sultana’s 
Captain (Alexander Watson of East Hartland). 

Why not attend a performance this weekend? The 
Red Door Theatre is known for its quality presenta¬ 
tions and has recently won third place in the Best of 
Springfield Valley Advocate’s Readers’ Poll as the 
"Best Place for Live Theatre.” 

Tickets are only $6, and reservations may be made 
by calling (413)789-2026. 
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Last Week’s Solution... 



Meet The Master - by Dick Mastroianni... 


ACROSS 

DOWN 

1 Assert 

1 Winged 

5 Skewer 

2 Must to visit another 

9 Prophet 

country 

13 Capital of Peru 

3 Asian country 

14 Capital of Vietnam 

4 Behavior 

16 Appeal 

5 Grooved wheel 

17 Al Jolson at birth 

6 Paralysis 

19 Fats 

7 Institution (abbr.) 

20 Dashed 

8 Also 

21 Cosmic 

9 Fern seed 

22 Beat badly 

10 The young Bo 

24 Excise 

Diddley 

25 Side order 

11 Snaky fish 

26 City in Pakistan 

12 Headstrong 

29 Fake coin 

1 5 “_God we_” 

30 Outlaw 

18 Undisguised 

33 Practiced 

23 Above the ground 

34 Hockey infraction 

24 Run 

35 Be 

25 Thresh 

36 Coe’s distance 

26 Baby sheep 

37 Wait for 

27 Pierre’s adios 

38 Brood 

28 Helen Hayes on her 

39 Spelling contest 

birth certificate 

40 Slow, shelled ani¬ 

29 Killed 

mal 

31 Regions 

41 Welt 

32 Recently 

42 Light giver 

34 Trades 

43 Sports channel 

37 Responds 

44 Fancy 

38 Cote 

45 Ales 

40 Search 

47 Ornament 

41 “The _ of God” 

48 Union call 

44 Spot 

50 Compass point 

46 Wash off 

51 Accountant 

47 Supported 

54 Cross or horse 

48 Hum 

55 Rock Hudson 

49 Birch 

before movies 

50 Ogled 

58 Information 

51 Prune 

59 Grimace 

52 South American 

60 Clinton’s Vice- 

country 

President 

53 God of war 

61 DNA component 

56 Only 

62 Swirl 

57 Self-esteem 

63 Musical work 

< 


For all the hometown news, you 
turn our pages each and every 
week... A AN!!! 
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A popular Celtic band... 

Gaelic Storm to perform on May 3rd 
at Agawam Community Theater 


The Agawam Cultural Council, the Agawam St. 
Patrick’s Committee, and Hampden Bank are spon¬ 
soring a concert by Gaelic Storm on Saturday, May 
3rd, at 7:30 p.m. at the Agawam Community Theater 
(1305 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills) at the 
Agawam Junior High School. 

Concert tickets are $12 in advance, $15 on the day 
of the show. 

Tickets are on sale at Hampden Bank in Agawam 
and West Springfield; Westfield Bank in^Agawam; 
Woronoco Savings Bank in Feeding Hills; or by con¬ 
tacting Lynn Fitzpatrick at (413) 786-1608. 

Gaelic Storm is the unforgettable party band fea¬ 
tured in the movie “Titanic.” 

Gaelic Storm is an explosive Celtic band that com¬ 
bines chart-topping musical excitement with stylish 
performance. 

They blend wild melodies on fiddle and bagpipes 
with world-beat dance grooves, songs that move an 


audience to tears or gales of laughter - all presented 
with spontaneous humor for a non-stop, high-intensi- 
ty, power-packed show. ^ 

A night with Gaelic Storm is a perfect pint of pure 
entertainment. 

Michael Grandfield and William Pfau, members of 
the Agawam St. Patrick’s Committee, have stated that 
tickets are limited and early purchase is advised. 





Springfield 


« CHINA STAR * 

Turnvereim 


Specializing in Chinese Food to Take-Out 

382 Main Street - Agawam, Ma. 

176 Garden Street, Feeding Hills 


789-7170* 789-7196 

786-0924 


FREE WITH EVERY ORDER OVER $15 
Your Choice 

BINGO 


(A Smoke-Free Environment) 

EVERY SUNDAY 6:30 P.M. 


1. General 3. Qt. Pork Fried Rice 

Tso’s Chicken $5.95 

Catering To - Weddings, Banquets, 

Parties and Receptions 

Karaoke - Fridavs at 8 P.M. 


(Med.) $5.95 4. Qt. Vegetable or 

2. Sesame Chicken Roast Pork 

(Med.) $5.95 Lo Mein 

Two Rooms Available With Seating Up To 250 People 


No Quantity Limits Expires 5/1/03 (Store Coupon Only) 


' s pri B gBM> 


Storrowton Village Gift Shop 
Pre-Mother’s Day Sale 

One Day Only 0 Sat., April 26 

All Fenton Glass 25% Off 

Now a Fenton Showcase Dealer 
Introducing 

2003 Byers’ Choice Carolers 

on the grounds of 
Eastern States Exposition 

Hours: Mon. - Fri., 9 a.ra. - 5 p.m.; 
Sat. 1! a.m. - 1 p.m. 

413 - 205 - 505 ! 
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Six Flags New England shows its "metal"... 



TWO MAINTENANCE WORKERS from Six Flags New England in Agawam are shown hang¬ 
ing a new sign on the pedestrian bridge which stretches over Route 159. Six Flags officials felt 
the previous wood sign was showing wear and tear, thereby prompting them to replace it with 
a metal sign that can be easily maintained. The sign greets visitors traveling north into Agawam. 


Agawam Library 
to feature two 
special exhibits 

The Agawam Public Library is pleased to present 
for the month of May 2003, two special exhibits. On 
the gallery walls, the artwork of local artist Barbara 
Cohen will be featured and in the lower level, the 
eclectic teapot collection of Carol DiAugustino will be 
on exhibit. 

Barbara Cohen, born and educated in Springfield, 
is a graduate of Vesper George School of Art and 
Boston University. She was staff artist for New 
England Telephone and Telegraph before returning to 
Western Massachusetts, where she married and 
raised three sons and continued with her art, but in 
fine arts. Barbara is very busy painting, accepting 
commissions for portraits of children and adults, and 
lately, family pets. Along with having won many 
awards, her work is in private collections here and 
across the country. 

Mrs. Cohen teaches at her studio and at the 
Holyoke Creative Arts School. 

Carol DiAugustino, a staff member at the Agawam 
Public Library, will display “Anything Tea," her private 
collection of teacups and teapots in the gallery case 
on the lower level of the library. 

Her passion for teacups and pots began with a 
special gift of a beautiful old English cobalt blue, gold 
trimmed teapot. Since then, the whimsical, old, new, 
practical, as well as beautiful, have joined her eclec¬ 
tic collection. 

These treasures are not only for display, as they 
are often put to use whenever the call comes, "It’s 
time for tea!” 

These exhibits will be on display the month of May. 
Viewing hours are Monday through Thursday, 9 to 9; 
Friday, 10 to 6; and Saturday, 10 to 5. 

For the best in local goods and 
services, be sure to check our 
classifieds each and every 
week... AAN III 


Agawam Cultural 
Council to feature 
Roland Merullo 

The Agawam Cultural Council First Friday Series 
will feature author Roland Merullo on Friday, May 
2nd, at 7:30 p.m. in the Community Room of the 
Agawam Public Library. 

Merullo is a Revere native and now lives in the 
Pioneer Valley town of Williamsburg with his wife and 
two daughters. He has been a visiting lecturer in fic¬ 
tion writing at Amherst College and on the faculty at 
the Stonecast Writing program, and has taught at 
Bennington College in Vermont. 

Merullo has written four novels and two books of 
non-fiction. He has written for the New York Times, 
Newsweek, Yankee, Boston Magazine, Boston 
Sunday Globe Magazine, Forbes, The ^Philadelphia 
Inquirer, Los Angeles Times, Chicago Tribune, and 
others. His books have been translated into German 
and Spanish. 

His “Revere Beach Blvd" was his first volume of the 
projected Revere Beach Trilogy, which includes his 
“Revere Beach Elegy" and “In Revere - In Those 
Days.” 

This program is offered free to the public and is 
sponsored by the Agawam Cultural Council and the 
Mass. Cultural Council. Additional information may be 
found at www.aaawamcc.ora . 

* * * 

Want to keep up on all the latest 
news in Agawam and Feeding 
Hills? Then be sure to subscribe 
to The Agawam Advertiser 
News! A one-year subscription 
costs only $26, so mail your 
check today to “The Advertiser 
News,” PO. Box 263, 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030... 


“The Food 
Dude ” 

by John Walters 

WMAS 1450 AM 


It’s time to get our grills ready... 

Now that spring is FINALLY here, we all want to get 
our grills out and ready to use. What do you need to 
do to get ready? 

First, take the grates and clean them with hot, 
soapy water before you use them the first time. Next, 
take out the rocks but do not wash them (the water is 
bad for the volcanic rock). Brush off any debris from 
the rocks. 

Now, brush out the inside and remove all the 
chunks from last year’s barbecues. Inspect your burn¬ 
er; if you find it rusted along with a few new holes that 
the manufacturer did not intend, you need to replace 
this part. You will find replacement parts at business¬ 
es like Fireside Design on Riverdale Road in West 
Springfield. 

Check the burner adjustments. Do the knobs turn 
easily and smoothly? If so, your okay; if not, remove 
the knob and spray some WD40 around the stem and 
see if it loosens up. Now, reassemble the grill. 

Once it’s reassembled, you will want to fire it up 
and run it until the temperature gauge (if you have 
one) gets to 400 degrees. If there is no such gauge, 
just run it for about a half-hour on high with the lid 
shut. Now, you can start to cook! 

I always allow the grill to come up to temperature 
each time I start it to kill any bacteria. The other rea¬ 
son you bring the grill up to temp is because part of 
the cooking is done by the heated rocks. This gives 
the real “grill” taste to your cooking. 

If you are going to grill some burgers, try this mix 
for one pound of hamburger - an 80/20 blend. For 
tasty burgers, remember this little rhyme ... thin may 
be in, but fat is where it’s at!!! 

Now, mix in 1/4 C finely chopped onion, 1 Tsp fresh 
chopped parsley, 2 TB Worcestershire, 1 Tb of any 
fresh herb that you have, and finally salt & pepper to 
taste. 

You can make a Southwest burger, too. Adjust this 
mix to the amount of burger you are mixing: chili pow¬ 
der, paprika, cumin (just a little of it goes a long way), 
finely chopped hot pepper, Worchestershire, salt & 
pepper, and cilantro. Top these with guacomole; this 
is avocado mixed with some chopped tomato, lime 
juice, chopped onion, a little mayo, and just a shot of 
Frank’s Red Hot Sauce. 

Picking a good hamburger is the key to great burg¬ 
ers. The North Elm Butcher Block in Westfield is one 
of those places; the 90 Meat Outlet on Avocado 
Street, Springfield, also grinds fresh hamburger daily. 

Remember to cook your hamburger throughout. 
Because it all gets mixed together, any bacteria cling¬ 
ing to the surface is now inside. 

With these tips in mind, have a great spring and 
summer of grill work! 

Remember, listen to the “Food Dude” - it is not 
what you’re eating that's most important... it is whom 
you’re dining with! 

Be sure to listen to my radio show every Saturday 
on WMAS AM 1450 from 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. 
And, by all means pay a visit to my website - 
wwwfoodduderadio.com - for more recipes; while 
you’re there, make sure you visit the restaurant guide. 

JOHN 

WALTERS’ 

radio show 
can be heard 
each Saturday 

from 12:00 
noon to 2:00 
p.m. on WMAS 

1450 AM... 
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Look Who’s Turning 
“ 13 ” 

Happy Birthday 
“DeAnna” 


Love, 

Mom, Dad and Normo 


Agawam High staff 

An AHS Staff Retirement Party is schedule for 
Tuesday, June 10th at Oak Ridge Golf Club, 850 
South Westfield Street, Feeding Hills. 

AHS retiring staff members to be honored include 
Diane Chase, Don Dorazio, John Ferranti, Joe 
Fitzgerald, Carol Grady, Dick Marsh, Joe 
Modzelewski, Geraldine Schilling-Nordal, and Donna 
Spangenberg. 

Cocktails and a crackers and cheese table will be 
available from 3:00-4:00 p.m., followed by a buffet 
dinner at 4:30. Dinner will include garden salad, prime 
rib, chicken francaise, roasted red potatoes, veg¬ 
etable medley, rolls and butter, cake, strawberry par- 
fait, coffee and tea. 

Tickets are $35 per person. Casual attire. 

For more information, call Agawam High School, 
821-0530. 


Parents and students who are interested in learn¬ 
ing more about the PTSO and how they can become 
involved in the High School are invited to attend the 
next PTSO meeting, which will be held on Monday, 
May 5th at 7:00 p.m. in the Agawam High School fac¬ 
ulty cafeteria. 

The PTSO is continuing to raise funds for the 
Renaissance program, reviewing Renaissance crite¬ 
ria for admission for next year, contemplating ideas to 
increase membership, entertaining plans for future 
fundraising events, and will be holding PTSO elec¬ 
tions for 2003-2004. Anyone interested in holding an 
office must be present on May 5th. 

A raffle will be held in an effort to thank and 
increase membership. If you cannot make the meet¬ 
ing but would like to keep abreast of AHS happenings, 
please visit us on the schools website at 
www.aaawamhiahschool.ora. 
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Who said that dads can’t cook??? 


The Junior High School is seeking eighth-grade 
student volunteers to form a committee to plan, 
organize, and implement the End-of-the-Year Eighth- 
Grade Dance. Announcements will be made over the 
intercom as to the date of the first after-school meet¬ 
ing and instructions to become a member of the com¬ 
mittee. 


Retirement party 
planned for 


Agawam High 
PTSO news 
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News from Agawam 
Jr. High PTO 
& School Council 


need of volunteers 


The Girl Scouts of Pioneer Valley need adults to 
work with girls on activities that will inspire the next 
generation of young adults with confidence, self¬ 
esteem, and leadership skills. 

Flexible opportunities to work with girls from any 
age group from five to 17. Hours: two hours per week. 
No experience necessary. Training'will be provided. 

Rewards include networking with other adults in 
the community; being able to share a special skill or 
talent; rejoice in knowing that you are influencing the 
success of our next generation. 

For more information, contact Brenda Wolfe at 
525-4124, 1-800-639-7047, or email at 




EARLIER THIS MONTH, the Granger Elementary School PTO sponsored its annual "Dads' 
Supper," which took place at Agawam High School. According to the PTO members who organ¬ 
ized the event, this year's attendance was great. Pictured above are some of the dads who did 
their part in the AHS kitchen (from left) - Mark Vatousiou, Joe Lecuyer (co-chairperson of the 
supper), Gary Isom, Rick Hersom, Randy Schott, and John Martin. In photo below: "Funny 
Face" and "Spike" enjoy "clowning around" with Diane Lecuyer and little Kevin Lecuyer. 
Diane was a co-chairperson of this year's event. Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 


On Monday, April 28th at 6:00 p.m. in the student 
cafeteria, J^mes Joyce, Kathy Doody, and DARE offi¬ 
cers will hold a drug education forum for seventh- 
and eighth-grade parents of Junior High School stu¬ 
dents. 

The program will be approximately 45 minutes long 
with a question and answer session. Following the 
program at 7:00 p.m., there will be a PTO meeting. 
PTO elections will be held. Anyone interested in hold¬ 
ing an office must be present on April 28th. 

★** 

Please check the website for additional Junior High 
information www.aaawamDublicschools.org/aihs.htm . 

Girl Scouts of 

Pioneer Valley In 













WWW. 


ge 28 


Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 noon; 
however, we appreciate any articles, press releases, 
letters, etc., that can be brought in on Mondays. 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.... AANII! 


MEMBERS OF BROWNIE TROOP #630 
took a trip recently to the Science Center of 
Connecticut. During this educational and 
entertaining visit, Brownie mom Dee Cady 
(left) and Troop Leader Paula Preston just 
happened to be captured on film while they 
were dressed up as turtles. 


want to 
surprise your 
friends, 

V Ju, members, or 

co-workers 
when they 
turn a 

“certain age”?.Then be 
sure to put a “Birthday Ad” 
in The Agawam Advertiser. 
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ART EDUCATION enables Agawam youngsters to creatively express themselves, whether they 
be High School pottery students (above) or Middle School painters (below). 


National Art Education Advocacy 


This artile is one of nine advocacy points that illus¬ 
trate that art is a universal language for all. Art educa¬ 
tion in the Agawam Public Schools represents a form 
of thinking and a way of know that is based <an human 
judgment. “Art is everywhere, except it has to pass 
through a creative mind" - Louise Nevelson. 

Advocacy Point 6 - INVENTION and WISDOM 
Art education is the capacity for invention that car¬ 
ries a civilization to new plateaus. Our search for new 
solutions depend on our ability to look at situations in 
a new light, to fabricate alternatives, to craft workable 
strategies, and to reconceive our vision of the world 
and ourselves. The source of meaning and its transfer 
into ideas, theories, visions, plans and inventions is 
the imagination. It is a motivator that is characteristi¬ 
cally human. 

In children’s art, invention is abundant, but it is a 
quality seldom cultivated in schooling. The quality of 
imagination is a treasure all of us should savor and 


respect. Young people, by nature, explorers, eager t 
encounter the untried and investigate all possibilities 
It is the human mind operating at its best. These men 
tal capacities are basic to America’s success in th< 
competitive global economy. 

Every child has the innate urge and capacity to b« 
artistically expressive. Arts education requires stu 
dents to draw upon their creative abilities and to deep¬ 
en them. The benefit is that creative thinking, once 
learned early lasts for a lifetime and can be applied ir 
other endeavors. 

“We are not here to do that which has already beer 
done. Artists are travelers on the road to self-discov¬ 
ery to share their vision with others and to produce 
work." -Robert Henri 

For more information on Agawam Public Schools 
Visual Arts Department, please visit our web page al 


Is summer sneaking 
up on you? 

Looking forward to sleeveless shirts and 
shorts? How about a bathing suit? 

There has never been a better time to get fit and 
stay in shape. Membership rates start at just $30 
per month. Take time to enhance your quality of 
life by doing something good for your spirit, mind, 
and body. If not now, when? 


YMCA of 

Greater Springfield 

We build strong kids, strong families, 
strong communities 

Scantic Valley Branch 

85 Post Office Park. Suice 8518 
Wilbraham. MA 01095 
596-2749 • www.scanticvalleyy.org 
Springfield Branch 
275 Chestnut Street. Suite I 
Springfield. MA 01 104 
739-6951 • www.spnngfieldy.org ]g 
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Local Girl Scout helps out our "four-legged friends"... 



ON SUNDAY, APRIL 6TH, Senior Girl Scout Caroline Reed and Cadette Girl Scout Samantha Justilian (in left photo) participated in "Bandana 
Making Day" at the Springfield MSPCA. This event involved the making of bandanas for the dogs which were up for adoption. Samantha host¬ 
ed "Bandana Making Day" as part of her work towards earning the Girl Scout Silver Award. In right photo: Pam Peebles of the MSPCA (left) 
and Samantha enjoy the company of "Lucy," a five year-old black & tan coon hound, during the "Bandana Making Day." Advertiser News photos by 

Kathy Shepard. 

Locals attain honors Our Classified ads cost just $15 per week for 30 words or less. 
t- c* 1V/T s However, we DO NOT take them over the telephone. Please 

at M. Mary S brjn g them t0 our 0 ffj ce a f 23 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills 

of Westfield Center (above Remillard Insurance Agency), or mail them 

The following Agawam area students have attained (along With payment) tO P.O. BOX 263, Feeding HUIS, MA 01030. 

honor roll status for the third quarter at St. Mary’s of 
Westfield. 

GRADE 9 

First Honors: Alison Pariseau, Caitlin Ranstrom. 

Second Honors: Anthony Ardolino, Steven Rosinski. 

GRADE 10 

First Honors: Alexandra ivey, Jenelle Masotti, 

Kelli Sullivan. Second Honors: Christina Haire, 

Alison Stanton. Commendation: Timothy Sherry. 

GRADE 11 

Second Honors: Danyel Morace. 

Commendation: Anthony Rueli. 

GRADE 12 

First Honors: Elizabeth Haire, Mary Elizabeth 
Jamroz, Johanna Masotti, Kevin Welch. Second 
Honors: Jamie Ouimet, Kevin Wyman. 


IDeCaro Brothers 



Garden Center 


Morace. 


Happy* 

“SCHWEET" 

$mnm 

COUPHIfT 


1236 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills * 786-0370 

Hours: Mon.- Sat. Sam - 5:30pm, Sunday 8am - 4:30pm 


Bark Mulch 


Cedar - Regular - Red Brick Mulch 

(Sold by the cubic yard) 

We Load Your Truck ~ Delivery Available 


Cedar & Pine Mulch Red Cedar Mulch 

3 cu. ft. bags 3 cu. ft. bags 

$3.95 each - 3 for $9.95 $4.95 each - 3 for $12.95 


Annuals * Perennials * Hanging Baskets _ 


Potted 

White & Pink Roses Wheeping Cherries 

Dogwoods 3’graphs $69.00 

6-8’Tall $99.00 (&} 6’graphs $89.00 





“Bloodgood” 

Japanese 
Dwarf Red Maples 

2 gal. cont. $39.95 

Flowering Trees ~ Evergreen 


Flowering Pears 

starting at 
$39.95 

Flowering Shrubs 


Landscape Design & Planting 
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Honored "Phys. Ed. ff students at Agawam Jr. High... 



THE ADMINISTRATION OF Agawam Junior High School has announced the names of the latest "Physical Education Students of the Month.” 
From left: Seventh-grader Andrew Dean, and eighth-graders Sal Persico and Nicole Witaszek. Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 



From The 
AHS Guidance 
Office ... 

by Judy Cohen 
Agawam High School 
Guidance Counselor 


An old pair of shoes 

The other day I was putting on an old pair of shoes, 
and I thought to myself, “These are so soothing, so 
comfortable. They’re just like an old friend." And then 
I got to thinking about friends and what they mean, 
and believe it or not, I found many comparisons with 
friends and old shoes. 

Initially, shoes can feel a little tight and not that 
comfortable. So, too, with a new friend. You enjoy his 
company, but you really don’t feel totally comfortable. 
You have not established that certain level of trust that 
is needed to let you share. But there is enough there 
to make you want to continue the relationship. 

And so it goes with the shoes, too. You really like 


them, but they have to be broken in. You have to walk 
a few miles in them or maybe even more and then 
they will start to feel comfortable. Likewise with a rela¬ 
tionship - you hang in there. You walk miles together, 
either figuratively or literally. You start discussing more 
and more things. You trust each other with a piece of 
information and find that you can trust. Indeed, you 
become much more comfortable in each other’s com¬ 
pany. 

With your “broken in” shoes, you find you cannot 
only walk long distances, but you can walk up and 
down hills and over bumps with little difficulty. Your 
feet are protected and do not permanently get hurt 
from the journey. Similarly, you get into some rough 
spots with a good friend, but you are able to walk 
through them because of your friendship that allows 
you to communicate, to work things out, and to con¬ 
tinue your friendship. As a matter of fact, the bumps 
and bruises actually make your friendship stronger. 
They allow you to share more and to solve problems 
together, learning more about each other in the 
process. 

Every once in a while, you may stop to polish your 
shoes. In like manner, every once in a while it’s impor¬ 


tant to look with fresh eyes at your friendship and to 
smooth over any rough edges. 

With shoes, it is important not to lace them too 
tightly. You need to give your feet space to breathe 
and to feel comfortable. With a friend, too, it is impor¬ 
tant not to crowd him; rather, you should give him 
some space. Let him be his own person. Let him feel 
free to voice his own thoughts. Smothering will make 
him uncomfortable and harm your friendship. 

With shoes and a good friend, you can put them 
away for a while. Yet when you take them out, they are 
still comfortable. Yes, isn’t it amazing? You may not 
speak to a good friend for a long time, but when you 
do, you are able to pick up where you left off. The 
comfortable feeling exists. The relationship is as 
strong as always. 

Most importantly, both shoes and friends must give 
you a good foundation; they both must give you sup¬ 
port. In this way, you will be able to be yourself and 
know that your friend will be there for you to pick you 
up when you are down and to applaud your success¬ 
es when you are up. 

So, you see, old shoes and a good friend do have 
a lot in common. May you continue to wear both well. 


justice 


% 

The Low Office of 

Anthony G. # 

rJonavita 


Over 2 4 ?jews experience in legal representation. 


746-9800 


101 STATE STREET, SPRINGFIELD 
I'ree parking available 



l ac ant-reflective coated lenses reduce the glare and staioursl-effect that fight sometimes causes on glasses. Those ypes 
T”* ,T ,^ Can ° :,ly be frustrating, they can make driving a hazardous situation. Pius, reflections like these ore often 
t c source ot headaches and eye fatigue. So gel Crcal antweftechve coaled lenses. You'll see and fee' be'ter for do vj : t 
Come to* w.th us to learn more. 


Agawam Opticians 

338 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam - 786-0719 - "Since 1972 " 


Crizai 


50% 2nd Pair Discount, Over 800 Frames To Choose From. Eyeglasses, 
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses, Senior Discount, Blue Cross HMO Blue Discount. 
Health New England Discount, Tufts - Secure Horizons - Blue Care 65 


CSSH.OR 

Ottal it a ttgrcuou traownaiv otCutarfcVvnaNpnaLS A eZGOZEatarof Asn«rcOLlnc A»~>m»«vca 
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Schedule Your Pool Openings Early - Spring Is Here! 

*Custom-made In-ground liners * Underground line testing & 
repairs * Full service retail store for all your pool & spa needs 
*Pumps & Filters * Complete line of Regal chemicals 


312 Springfield Street, Agawam - (413) 786-4338 
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j" Agawam Schools’ ~j 
! weekly lunch menu ! 


1 Agawam High School 

: Mon., Apr. 28th: "Spicy" chicken pattie on a roll- 

I in wrapper, baked potato rounds, vegetable of the 
I day, assorted chilled fruit, dessert of the day. 

I Tues., Apr. 29th: Jumbo pizza bagel, salad 
I w/lite dressing, assorted chilled fruit, school-baked 
I cookie. 

I Wed., Apr. 30th: Grilled cheese sandwich, 

I baked onion rings, seasoned green beans, assort- 
I ed chilled fruit, Jello w/topping. 

I Thurs., May 1st: Stuffed crust pizza, salad w/lite 
I dressing, assorted chilled fruit, school-baked 

■ brownie. 

j Fri., May 2nd: “Manager’s Choice." 

0 Agawam Junior High School 

j; Mon M| Apr. 28th: Nachos w/cheese sauce & 
salsa, warm dinner roll, seasoned corn, assorted 
! chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. 

j Tues., Apr. 29th: Jumbo pizza bagel, salad 
| w/lite dressing, assorted chilled fruit, individual ice 
I cream sandwich. .. 

j Wed., Apr. 30th: Five French toast sticks 
! w/syrup for dipping, 1 one-ounce sausage link, 

I baked potato rounds, assorted chilled fruit, individ- 
I ual juice cup. 

I Thurs., May 1st: Stuffed crust pizza, salad w/lite 
I dressing, assorted chilled fruit, school-baked 

■ brownie. 

I Fri., May 2nd: Country fried chicken, mashed 
I potatoes, buttered corn cobettes, assorted chilled 
| fruit, “new” - assorted Buffy shakes! 

Agawam Middle School 

. Mon., Apr. 28th: Nachos w/cheese sauce & 

. salsa, warm dinner roll, seasoned corn, assorted 
I chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. 

I Tues., Apr. 29th: Rib-b-que on a roll, baked 
I potato wedges, vegetable of the day, assorted 
J chilled fruit, individual ice cream sandwich. 

. Wed., Apr. 30th: Five French toast sticks 
I w/syrup for dipping, 1 one-ounce- sausage link, 

| baked potato rounds, assorted..chilled fruit, individ- 
8 ual juice cup. 

Thurs., May 1st: Stuffed crust pizza, salad w/lite 
! dressing, assorted chilled fruit, school-baked 
[ brownie. 

| Fri., May 2nd: Cheeseburger on a roll w/condi- 
I ments, baked french fries, buttered corn cobettes, 

I assorted chilled fruit, dessert of the day. 

Agawam Elementary Schools 
Mon., Apr. 28th: Nachos w/cheese sauce & 

| salsa, warm dinner roll, seasoned corn, assorted 
I chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. 

Tues., Apr. 29th: Jumbo pizza bagel, salad 
[ w/lite dressing, assorted chilled fruit, school-baked 
cookie. 

| Wed., Apr. 30th: Five French toast sticks 
I w/syrup for dipping, 1 one-ounce sausage link, 

I baked potato rounds, assorted chilled fruit, individ- 
I ual juice cup. 

Thurs., May 1st: Pepperoni pizza wedge, salad 
I w/Jite dressing, assorted chilled fruit, school-baked 
I brownie. 

I Fri., May 2nd: Four chicken strips w/dipping 
• sauce, steamed white rice, vegetable of the day, 
^assorted chilled fruit, dessert of the day. 


AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL held its recent volleyball tournament, wherein the teams 
are named after prestigious colleges and universities. In the photo above: The "Virginia Tech" 
team came away as the winner of the tournamet. Back row: Tournament officials Adam 
DeLieide, Nicole Whaszek, Nick Dassatti, Kevin Osgood, find Leah Drewnowski. Front row: 
Lauren Sotolotto, Matt Roberts, Ryan Shannahan, Zach Smith, Mena Senthep, Christina 
Barban isi, and Joe Lepianka ot Virginia Tech." Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


PICTURED ABOV E ARE THE members of the "Vanderbilt" team, which was the runner-up 
in the recent volleyball tournament at Agawam High School. Back row: Tournament officials 
Nick Dassatti, Adam DeLiefde, Nicole Whaszek, Kevin Osgood, and Leah Drewnowski. Front 
row: Caitlin Niemiec, Lev Bazukin, Jessica Liquori, Christina Bertrand, Lisa Carney, Ryan 
Barrington, and Nick Pisano Of "Vanderbilt." Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


We Are Your In-Ground 
And Above-Ground 
Pool Specialists 

- Pool Packages Available - 


L'i WHITE WOLF STUDIO 


NATIVE AMERICAN ARTS & CRAFTS 


184 NORTHAMPTON STREET, (Rt. 10) EASTHAMPTON, MA 

IN THE COMPLEX ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE 

• ( 413 ) 527-5445 

MON. TUES. THURS & FRI 0 AM - 4 PM • CLOSED WED • SAT 10 AM - 5 PM • SUN 12 PM • 6 PM 


Major 


Music, Drums, Books, Cards, Flutes, Smudge Items cr^t c-da 
Dream Catchers, Craft Items, Moccasins and More Acc * pl “ i 


We carry music by artists such as R. CARLOS NAKAI, JOHN HULING, 
JEFF BALL, JOANNE SHENADOAH, WALELA, AH NEE MAH, 
ROBERT TREE CODY, BILL MILLER, ROBERT MIRABAL 
(including “Music From A Painted Cave’) ANDREW VASQUEZ, 
PETER BUFFETT’S PBS SPECIAL “SPIRIT and many more. 





























ON TUESDAY, APRIL 15TH, the Agawam High boys' varsity lacrosse team beat the Northampton Blue Devils. In left photo: Goalie Keith 
Cosimini (#5) and defensemen Mike Piccin (#7) and Dan Gomes (#33). In right photo: Ryan Trexler (#22) tangles with a persistent Devil. 

First win-ever over there... 

Brownie boys’ lacrosse stuns South Hadley, 9-4 


The Agawam High boys’ lacrosse program made 
history on Thursday, April 17th, as they defeated the 
defending Western Mass, champs, the South Hadley 
Tigers, 9-4, for the first time ever. After losing to South 
Hadley last year in the Western Mass. Tournament, 
this win was an important one for the Brownies. 

“We played an excellent game,” Commented Coach 
Nick St. George. “We played very aggressively and 
created transition opportunities that led to goals,” he 
added. 

Agawam’s true morale booster in the game came in 
the first half, when junior Dan Mancini scored the 
Brownies’ second goal with an excellent shot, putting 
them up, 2-1. 

“It really sparked the team and gave us a lot of con¬ 
fidence in the game,” said St. George. 

The rest of the first half would remain close, lead¬ 
ing to a major momentum shift for Agawam in the third 
quarter as the Brownies scored four goals. 

Brownies reel off sixth straight win... 


by Bill Bellico 

Sports Writer 

“We really exploded in the third quarter,” said St. 
George. “Our offense and defense played really well, 
which created a turning point in the whole game," 
added the coach. 

Agawam’s defense was also a major part in the 
Brownies’ victory, holding the Tigers to only four goals. 

“Our entire defense played incredibly,” said St. 
George. 

In particular, All-Scholastic senior Mike Piccin has 
another big game. Prior to this game as well, Piccin 
was a defensive force in their 10-6 victory over 
Northampton. Piccin was able to hold ‘Hamp’s All- 
Western Mass, player Andy Camposio scoreless until 
the third quarter, when he came out of the game. 

"Mike and John Tisdell were excellent on defense 
and able to shut down two of the leading scorers in 
Western Mass, with their play,” said St. George. 

Dan Gomes and and Paul Lagass£ were also 


major assets for the Brownies on defense. Senior 
goalie Keith Cosimini also had a big day with 23 
saves. 

“Keith was just plain outstanding in goal," com¬ 
mented St. George. 

On offense, Agawam was led by junior Dan 
Sullivan, who finished with four goals and one assist. 
Sullivan’s efforts were complemented by the play of 
Justin Coelho, who had a goal and four assists. 

“Our offense played extremely well today,” said St. 
George. * 

“Beating South Hadley is a really big milestone for 
this program,” admitted the coach. “But it’s early, and 
we need to keep playing well and not let it become the 
highlight of our season.” 

Agawam’s next match-up is away against Amherst 
on Thursday, April 24th (presstime). 


AHS baseball needs two-run seventh to 
overcome West Side; smashes both Chicopees 


Agawam High baseball started the Easter holiday 
weekend in a close call following an 8-7, come-from- 
behind victory over arch-rival West Springfield last 
Saturday, April 19th, at Harmon Smith Field as the 
independent portion of the schedule continued. 

Visiting West Side came to town with a 17-6 whip¬ 
ping at hands of the Brownies still fresh on its mind. 
So, the Terrirers really didn't need any incentive. The 
game played out that way for the 0-4 blue and white 
while the orange and brown raced to 6-0, the best 
start in Coach Peter Clark’s six-season tenure. 

And give West Side credit for giving the Brownies, 
still third ranked in the weekly Fab Five poll, a game. 
No other team so far in the early season has come 
even close to the Brownies, who have scored 83 runs 


by Dave Rollins 

Sports Writer 

on top of 68 hits in the first six games. 

“These kids have the experience and know-how to 
win," is how Clark observed things after the wild and 
wooley game went into the record books. 

Clark sent junior Jeff Neilson to the hill. Neilson 
was coming off a pretty 7-0 shutout over Pittsfield on 
opening day, also at the friendly confines of Harmon 
Smith Field. Neilson wasn’t as effective this time out. 
Wearing the hero’s halo in this one was senior lefty 
Shawn McKeever. All this guy did was hurl 3-1/3 
innings of hitless relief to secure his second win. 

McKeever has yet to allow an earned run in nearly 
eight innings of work. He fanned four Terriers along 
the way. 

West Side touched Neilson early for a singleton 


(unearned run) in the top of the first. But the Brownies 
responded with singletons of their own in the bottom 
of the first and second off good RBI hitting by first 
baseman Justin Perry and senior Mario Maloni. 

But West Side pressed on. Neilson (3 2/3 innings 
pitched, six hits, seven runs, two earned runs, and six 
strikeouts, earned run average after two starts of 
1.31), was lifted in the fourth by Clark during a trying 
top of the fourth where the visitors scored six times. 

McKeever strode to the hill and quickly slammed 
the door to get the third out to stop the bleeding. 

Over the next few innings, the Brownies scored 
four more times to trail 7-6 going into the last of the 
seventh. 

SEE BASEBALL - Page 33 
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BASEBALL - from Page 32 

Here’s where Clark's comments about experience 
come into play. All-Scholastic junior Casey Federico 
scored the winning run after reaching on an error by 
the third baseman. Federico scored on an single by 
sophomore rightfielder Tom Hamilton. 

The tying run came from senior Joe Clark who had 
walked. 

The good partisan crowd went home in a great 
mood as the Brownies were able to remain undefeat¬ 
ed at presstime. 

All-Scholastic catcher Matt Rheault went 3-4 with 
two RBI’s (double in the fourth) and two runs scored. 
Maloni had a pair of hits and an RBI in Agawam’s 12- 

hit attack. Both teams committed two errors. 

★ * ★ 

In Agawam’s 9-1 win over the Chicopee Pacers at 
Harmon Smith Field on Thursday, April 17th, sopho¬ 
more righty Andrew Wakelee allowed only fours hits 
for his first victory of the spring. Wakelee fanned 12 
en route to the complete game victory. He sports an 
earned run average of 1 .00. 

The Brownies, continuing to put up big numbers in 
the early innings, scored three in the first and three 
more in the second to put this one in the bank. Senior 
captain Dave Bienia (.455 average, leads team in 
homeruns with three and total bases with 23) •* 
smashed a two-run triple in the first and scored on 
Justin Perry’s single. 

In the second, two Chicopee errors, a walk, and 
Tom Hamilton’s second single of the day led to three 
more runs. 

♦ * * * 

The Brownies took no prisoners in completely 
overwhelming Chicopee Comp over at Dulchinos 
Field on Tuesday, April 16th, 22-7. This one was mer¬ 
cifully called after five innings. 

The Brownies scored seven in the first inning and 
11 more in the fourth. They had 14 hits in the five 
innings. 

Matt Rheault (team-leading average of .588, good 
for second in the Valley League; leads league in RBI’s 
with *\2) had two hits and scored four runs. Casey 
Federico added four hits and three runs (.407 aver¬ 
age), and second baseman Joey Clark, shortstop Neil 
Donah, and rightfielder Tom Hamilton (.500 average, 
second on team), all connected for three hits. Both 
Clark and Donah scored three runs each as well. 
Donah is batting at .368 clip. 

Sophomore righty Kyle Perry and senior righty 
Mike Bachini (1.75 earned run average) allowed 
Comp six hits and seven runs. 

Agawam’s team earned run average at presstime 
sits at a nice 2.45. The staff has allowed 25 runs, 14 
earned runs, and 35 hits in six games. 

McKeever, Wakelee, and Neilson all are listed in 
the top five in pitching in the weekly Valley League 
statistics. 
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AHS softball nips East Long., 1-0 
behind Borsari; goes to 5-2 on season 

by Dave Rollins 
Sports Writer 


Agawam High girls’ softball continues to claw and 
scratch its way through the independent portion of the 
schedule following a nail-biting, 1-0 victory over East 
Longmeadow on a beautiful spring day over in EL on 
Patriot’s Day. 

Behind junior pitcher Danielle Borsari, the 
Brownies moved to 5-2 heading into another non¬ 
league encounter under the lights vs. Amherst 
Regional on Friday evening, April 25th. 

Borsari’s gem followed a strong performance on 
the hill from All-Scholastic sophomore Katie Gorman 
on Thursday, April 17th, in a 5-2 verdict over 
Northampton. 

Borsari and ELM sophomore Jen Bixby (17 strike¬ 
outs) were locked in a terrific pitchers’s duel through¬ 
out. Borsari’s complete game gem saw her allow two 
hits, dust five, and walk only two. Bixby allowed just a 
single safety, but that one turned out to be the game- 
winner. + 

The Brownies were virtually silent until the fourth 
frame. Junior designated player Joanne Brignoli drew 
a walk. She went to third on a throwing error from the 
centerfield off a flyball by Brownie sophomore center- 
fielder Jen Sacco. 

This set the stage for All-Scholastic catcher Teresa 
Bonavita. She stepped up and popped up a Bixby 
fastball that eyeballed its way behind third base to 
drop for a hit. Brignoli sprinted home for the 1-0 lead 
and that was all she wrote. 

This game was a complete contrast in pitching 
styles and both hurlers were very effective. Hitters on 
each side rarely got the ball past the outskirts of the 
infield. Borsari has a slingshot motion with a lot of 
moving parts. 

Bixby, bigger than Borsari, has an excellent fastball 
that consistently hit the corners and left Brownie hit¬ 


ters either swinging or looking at third strikes. Bixby 
whiffed at least two hitters in all seven of her innings 
of work. At one point she dusted six in a row and 
fanned the side in the third, fourth, and seventh 
innings. 

“We didn’t know too much about her (Bixby) going 
in,” said first-year Coach Kathy Georgina. “But we 
hung in there and were glad to get out with the win.” 

ELM almost got to Borsari twice. She walked two 
straight in the first inning to put a runner in scoring 
position. She pitched her way out of that jam. 

Then in the bottom of the third, ELM struck for its 
only two hits (singles) to again set the table. But a 
fielder’s choice knocking one runner down, a ground- 

out to, and a strikeout killed the rally. 

* * * 

Agawam toughed-out a 5-2 win over Northampton 
at Harmon Smith Field last Thursday as Katie Gorman 
hung tough and received solid support from her team¬ 
mates. 

The day before, Wednesday, April 16th, the 
Brownies climbed up and down the Central Golden 
Eagles, 22-8 on the strength of 22 hits in a rather wild 
affair. 

Katie Gorman led the way with five hits, including a 
homer, and three runs scored, and senior captain 
Vicky Taylor added four hits and four runs scored. 
Designated player Joanne Brignoli scored three runs 
with two hits, and catcher Teresa Bonavita had two 
hits (a triple) and two runs scored. 

All-Scholastic senior captain Nicole Gutowski 
scored three runs and had a double, and rightfielder 
Ashley Mutti scored two more runs, as did pitcher 
Danielle Borsari. Borsari went the distance on the hill, 
allowing 13 hits. 


AHS baseball team to hold car wash 


On Saturday, May 17th, the Agawam High School 
Baseball Team will hold a fundraising car wash at 
BRADLEY AUTO WASH located at 1039 Memorial 
Drive in West Springfield. 

The team is pre-selling the $6 tickets which, on the 
day of the wash, entitle the holder to a $10 car wash 
and a wipe down. Also available that day is vacuum¬ 
ing service provided by the team members for a $3 
donation. Vacuuming proceeds, half of ticket pro¬ 
ceeds, as well as half of all other washes between the 
hours of 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. will be generously donat¬ 


ed to AHS baseball teams courtesy of Tom Mathes, 
owner. t 

Tickets will be honored on any date jp the future for 
a regular car wash, so consider these tickets as the 
perfect gift idea for any occasion. 

To purchase tickets, contact any baseball team 
member or call Sue Federico at 786-8948 or Sherry 
Wakelee at 786-6065. 

As always, the AHS baseball team members 
appreciate your supprt! 

* * * * 



Back 9 Special 

(Before 8 a.m.) 

Weekdays 


Weekends 


Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 
noon; however, we appreciate any 
articles, press releases, letters, etc., 
that can be brought in on Mondays. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this 
matter... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Agawam Municipal 
Golf Course 

128 Southwick St., Rte. 57 
Feeding Hills *(413) 786-2194 




HOME IMPROVEMENT UC. #108682 


CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISORS UC. #036380 


“We Meet By Accident ” 
Specializing In Complete Auto Body 


, design 
T °lat/on 


WEEKDAYS 

18 holes greens fees 
& cart per person 


Repairs On All Foreign & Domestic Cars 

* Quality Work 

* AH Work Guaranteed 

* Licensed Appraisers 

* Auto Glass Replacement 
* Color Matching Specialists 
* Expert Painting 

* Uni-Body & Frame Straightening 

1363 Main Street, Agawam 

786-4289 


VTTCHENS & BATHS 
S5H 592-6030 


WEEKENDS 

18 holes greens 
fees & cart per 
person 


400 EAST MAIN ST. 

(ROUTE 141) 

CHICOPEE FALLS 

' V ^ Tuesday-Friday 

12 noon -5:30 p.m. 
Saturday 

nm Wi — 10 am-2 p.m. 

COMPLETE KITCHEN & BATH SHOWROOM 
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Profile... sponsored by Brunos Pizza 


Three-sport senior captain Dave Bienia all about character 


One of the true athletes of character at Agawam 
High School is three-sport senior captain Dave' Bienia. 
Character pours from this guy. 

His three varsity coaches, Jonathan Cavallo (soc¬ 
cer), Mike Vedovelli (basketball), and Peter Clark 
(baseball) throughout the year have testified to Dave’s 
strength of will, intensity, leadership on and off the 
field, and team-oriented focus. 

“Dave has been a three-year starter for us and he 
brings so many intangibles to the program,” boasted 
baseball Coach Peter Clark of his three-year starter. 
“Dave always comes prepared and is disciplined. He 
always plays hard and this rubs off on everyone 
around him. He’s just a quality individual.” 

Dave is a rare bird these days. Three-sport cap¬ 
tains on the high school level are far and few between. 
He enjoys the challenge and says he’s flattered his 
coaches look to him to be a leader in and out of the 
lockerroom. 

“A lot of it comes from determination and hard work. 
I don’t think I am a very gifted athlete but that doesn’t 
mean I can't do many things when playing. I think I 
have a very strong will to win and if you always come 
prepared and play very hard, good things can hap¬ 
pen,” this well-spoken senior observed. 

Certainly, good things have crossed Dave’s path 
during his senior year and for the three teams he cap¬ 
tains. And his self-assessment about his athletic abili¬ 
ties are more than modest. 

The-varsity soccer and basketball teams qualified 
for the Division I Western Mass. Tournaments for the 
first time in years. Dave played key roles in both. At 
presstime, the baseball Brownies are off to a huge 6- 
0 start by averaging nearly 14 runs per game. Dave 
says the Brownies have clearly established them¬ 
selves as a contender for the Western Mass, title. 

Individually, the 6’1", 185-pounder is on fire at the 
plate. He’s always been a solid centerfielder who 
burns speed on the base paths. But as a hitter, he’s 
launched in the early season. Dave leads the team in 
homeruns with three, including a titantic, 400-foot shot 
in a rout over Chicopee Comp. Throw in a batting 
average of .455, 10 RBI’s, 10 hits, and nine runs 
scored, and it’s easy to see why Dave has become an 
offensive force for the high-scoring Brownies. 

Dave had a career day earlier this month when the 
Brownies crushed East Longmeadow, 22-4 at Harmon 
Smith Field. He clubbed a pair of homers (one of them 
is reportedly still rolling), drove in six runs, and went 4- 
5 on the day. 

"Last year, I batted around .300 for the season. I 
think the biggest difference this year is that I am more 
focused on swinging at good pitches. Last year, I 
swung at too many bad pitches. Being more patient 
and selective so far has given me the opportunity to 
get a pitch I want to hit and the results have been 
good.” 

In the classroom, Dave excels, too. He’s a National 
Honor Society member who’s headed for the 
University of New Haven to major in criminal justice. 
He hopes someday to join the CIA or FBI. While at the 
university, Dave plans on competing in either soccer 
or baseball, but isn’t sure how this will play out. "I 
would love to continue to play a sport in college. 
Sports have always been such an important part of 
my life,” Dave noted. 

His course-load at AHS this year includes English 
12, advanced math, honors physics, honors civics, 
sociology, individualized reading, and gym. He likes 
physical education the best, and cited history teachers 
Kevin Daley and Jennifer Brega as his favorite faculty 
members. 

Dave’s color is blue. Fried chicken (from KFC) is 
Dave’s best chow. He likes to eat at Capri Pizza in 
Holyoke (the restaurant owned by the family of fellow 
senior and teammate Sal Santinello). Ken Griffey, Jr. 
of the Cincinatti Reds is Dave’s most admired athlete, 
and he roots for the Seattle Mariners, Griffey’s former 
team. 

Dave isn’t fussy about music. “I like everything, but 



DAVE BIENIA 


the rock band Staind is something that I really like,” 
Dave noted. He dresses casually, and buys his duds 
from the American Eagle and Structure at the Holyoke 
Mall. 

His dream car would be a 2003 Mazda 6 (dark 
metallic blue), but claims his blue, 1992 Honda Accord 
(138,000 miles) currently gets the job done. He hangs 
out at the home of teammate Joe Clark. He turned 18 
on January 22nd. 

Dave’s major extra-curricular activity at the school 
has been serving as vice-president (all four years) for 
the Class of 2003. “I’ve always liked helping out our 
class and by being involved in class activities. One of 
my goals has been to make our class come together 
as much as possible. We have a really great class.” 

He credits the work of advisors Alan Cohen (all four 
years) and Frank Meagher (three years) as being 
instrumental in the success of the senior class. 

Dave is co-president and a three-year member of 
“Athletes in Motion” as well. 

Dave looks back at his three years as a member of 
the varsity soccer and basketball programs with a 
sense of satisfaction and pride after the success the 
teams enjoyed this past fall and winter. 

“As a sophomore and junior, it was frustrating 
because both teams were losing. Our goal coming 
into the soccer season was to make the tournament 
and we did. We had a strong senior class who led the 
team and at the end, we all came together and got into 
the tournament. I was very proud of that,” Dave told 
us. 

The two-time All-League defender sprained his 
ankle and missed seven games before returning to 
help the Brownies begin their run to the WMass. quar¬ 
terfinals, a heartbreaking, 1-0 loss to Amherst 
Regional. Dave was one of the team’s field generals. 
He was a very strong positional player who had that 
special knack of recognizing what was going on and 
adapting quickly to every situation. 

He described the winter basketball season as "a 
big surprise and a blast.” As a senior, Dave was a 
jack-of-all-trades and was used as a small forward, 
power forward, two-guard, and even at center by the 


scrambling Brownies. Not much of a scorer, Dave’s 
defense and will to win were just a few of the intangi¬ 
bles he brought to the hardwood that often drew 
praise from Vedovelli. 

Dave started about half of the games or was the 
sixth man. It didn’t matter to him. “Hey, we were com¬ 
ing off 5-15 and 3-17 seasons the past two years. 
Whatever was needed to be done to give us a winning 
season was what this team was all about. We were a 
small team, but we were very fast and very deter¬ 
mined. This was such a big accomplishment this year 
to turn our basketball program around." 

Even though the Brownies bowed to Longmeadow 
in the tournament’s opening round, Dave said he and 
his teammates will never forget the effort in that 
thrilling, one-point loss. “Even though we didn’t win 
the game, we left it all on the floor and that pretty 
much described our basketball team this year.” 

Baseball, his favorite of the three sports, however, 
is a different story. The Brownies are clearly an estab¬ 
lished, regional power and making the tournament 
has never been an issue during Dave’s schoolboy 
career. He says the expectation bar for the baseball 
team is raised a notch or two. 

“I knew we had a good team coming in, but I am 
surprised about our very fast start (team has scored 
83 runs, boasts a team batting average of .378) and 
our pitching and defense have been much better. I 
hope it keeps up because our goal is to win the 
Western Mass, title. We have a very strong group of 
seniors (eight) who have played together for many 
years and as a team we have bonded together, and 
that is very important to meeting our goal. 

“We haven’t had much trouble in our independent 
schedule but our league schedule begins on Friday 
(April 25th) against Longmeadow and the league is 
very strong. Cathedral and Westfield are very good, 
so we have plenty of work to do.” 

Of his many schoolboy memories, Dave says the 
homerun he whacked off Cathedral pitcher John 
Davis last spring and the soccer team’s 4-2 win over 
Amherst on “Senior Night” in October top the charts. 

His parents are Rich and Linda, both West 
Springfield natives. He has an older sister, Lisa, a 
2001 AHS grad who now attends George Washington 
University, and a younger brother, Kevin, a sopho¬ 
more athlete at the school (the lefty placekicker for the 
football team). 

He especially admires his maternal grandmother, 
Ummie Crum from West Side. “My grandmother 
always comes to my games and has always been a 
great supporter and a very positive influence on me.” 

When he leaves the halls of Agawam High in June, 
Dave wishes classmates and faculty to remember him 
as “a person who everyone respected and as a great 
athlete.” 

AHS SENIOR 
“ATHLETE OF 
THE WEEK ” IS 
SPONSORED 
BY BRUNO'S 
PIZZERIA, AT 
807 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills. NOW 
THE HOME OF A DELICIOUS FISH & 
CHIPS DINNER COOKED EVERY FRIDAY 
WITH GREAT CARE by Eddie Santaniello & 
Staff, while it lasts. The home of great pizza, 
grinders, calzones, chicken wings, chicken 
tenders, onion rings, and french fries, Bruno's 
delivers seven days a week. Call 786-8717. 
Each "Athlete of the Week" will receive a 
large pizza and a two-litre Coke, compliments 
of Eddie Santaniello and the friendly folks at 
Bruno's Pizzeria. 
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AHS boys’ tennis 
off to slow start 
but anxious about 
defending league title 

After reaching the Western Mass. Team semi-finals 
for the first time since 1975 last spring, the Agawam 
High boys’ tennis team is still seeking to find its iden¬ 
tity so far in 2003. 

Through five matches, the Brownies are 1-4 fol¬ 
lowing a 2-3 loss to East Longmeadow on Monday, 
April 21st, Patriot’s Day. The Brownies will leave the 
independent portion of their slate and start defense of 
their league title beginning on Friday, April 25th, at 
Harmon Smith Field against Westfield. 

“We have gotten off to a rocky start, but we are 
hoping to turn things around. We are looking forward 
to defending our league title,” said long-time Coach 
Bill Spear. 

In the 2-3 loss to East Longmeadow on Monday, 
third singles player Matt Lyman esily won his match, 
6-3, 6-0. Spear was encouraged with the second dou¬ 
bles win by Will Loong and captain Chris Martin, 6-1- 
6-3. 

In the 1-4 setback to Holyoke, Lyman gained the 
only team point for the Brownies in a three-set win, 7- 
5, 4-6, and 6-1. “Matt showed good composure and 
kept his emotion in check while keeping his opponent 
at bay,” Spear observed. 

The Brownies gave regional power Longmeadow 
all it could handle in a 2-3 setback prior to the Holyoke 
match. It was Lyman again at third singles winning in 
straight sets, 6-4, 6-3. Agawam also received a strong 
effort from Marc Maloney at second singles, also in 
straight sets, 6-4, 6-4. 

★ * * 

Agawam’s best team effort so far came in a 5-0 
shutout over Ludlow High. Captain Myun Ro won at 
first singles in straight sets, 6-1, 6-2; Marc Maloney, 
likewise, had little difficulty in a 6-0, 6-1 win at second 
singles; and Matt Lyman won again at third singles, 7- 
5, 6-3. 

Both doubles teams scored as well. At first dou¬ 
bles, the Quigley boys, Dan and Jay, took a straight 
set victory, 6-1, 6-2, and at second doubles, Chris 
Martin and Will Loong made it a clean sweep, 6-2, 6- 
2. 

The Brownies as a team did not drop a single set 
to the Lions. 

* ★ * 

In the seasonal opener, it was a tough, 2-3 loss to 
South Hadley. Myun Ro showed his all-court quick¬ 
ness in a convincing, 6-2, 6-2 win at first singles, and 
the Quigley boys, Jay and Dan, completely dominat¬ 
ed the net in a 6-0, 6-4 straight set win. 

AHS boys’ lacrosse 
team offering 
discount cards 

The Agawam High School boys’ lacrosse team has 
announced its 2003 fundraiser. Team members will be 
offering discount cards to the public. 

These cards, priced at $10, provide discounts from 
11 local businesses. They include Agawam 
McDonald’s, Agawam Cinemas, Movie Mart, Bradley 
Auto Wash, Shear Elegance, Agawam Blimpie’s, 
Agawam Subway, Tolli’s Pizza, Cost Cutters, Fitness 
First, and Ski-In. The proceeds will be used to support 
the team’s equipment needs. 

Anyone interested may contact the Agawam High 
School Boys’ Lacross Booster Club at 786-1230 or 
786-2571 or any Agawam boys’ lacrosse team mem¬ 
ber. 

* * * 

For all the hometown news, 
you turn our pages each and every 
week ... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Brownie girls bow 
to EL, beat Holyoke 
to go 2-3 in early 
season tennis play 

East Longmeadow girls’ tennis gave the Agawam 
High Brownies all they could handle on Monday, April 
21st, to take the Patriots’ Day match-up, 4-1. 

With senior second singles player Sabrina 
Brizzolari still sidelined with an injury, the Brownies 
were able to gain their single team point from the first 
doubles tandem of Becky Leupo and Lina Moysis in 
straight sets, 6-4, 6-3. “Becky and Lina are beginning 
to play well together and place their shots better,” said 
veteran Coach Mary Wolochowicz. 

The Brownies are 2-3 at presstime and are prepar¬ 
ing for the start of Pioneer League play. 

Senior first singles player Kate Haglund was 
involved in a tough match that she eventually lost in 
straight sets, 5-7, 5-7. Barbara Brizzolari moved into 
the second singles slot to replace her sister and lost 
in straight sets, 1-6, 1-6. And new third singles player, 
junior Laura flutte, also bowed, 1-6, 1-6. 

Newcomers Laura Pedersen and Ashley Macey 
also lost in second doubles, 1-6, 1-6. “Laura and 
Ashley were shorter on experience against their 
opponents, who did a good job placing their shots,” 
noted Wolochowicz. 

* * * 

Agawam enjoyed much better results on Thursday, 
April 17th, with a 3-2 win over Holyoke. 

Kate Haglund, at first singles, played a very strong 
match, winning 6-1, 6-0. “Kate played a great match. 
She moved well, hit well, and was almost perfect,” 
said Wolochowicz. 

Sabrina Brizzolari came up lame at match point in 
second singles and was forced to withdraw, giving the 
Purple Knights their first team point. Brizzolari pulled 
a muscle, sending her to the sidelines. 

At third singles, Barbara Brizzolari lost a three-set¬ 
ter after winning the opening set, 6-3. She then 
bowed in sets two and three, 4-6, 2-6. “Barbara start¬ 
ed out very fast and then I thought she got a bit ten¬ 
tative and her opponent took advantage,” said 
Wolochowicz. 

The news was good in both doubles matches. At 
first .doubles, the tandem of Becky Leupo and Lina 
Moysis needed three sets to prevail, 6-3, 3-6, 6-2. 
“Becky and Lina got their first win of the season and 
suddenly began to click together and their shots fell 
into place,” noted the coach. 

At second doubles, newcomers Laura Pedersen 
and Ashley Macey also won for the first time this 
spring, 6-3 in the first set and then 7-6 (10-8 tiebreak¬ 
er) in a long second set. “Both of them were very con¬ 
sistent and hustled for every ball,” added 
Wolochowicz. 

* * * 

If you visit the Advertiser News’ 
office at 23 Southwick Street, 
Feeding Hills (above Remillard 
Insurance), please note that our 
main entrance is in the back. 
Please park on the side of the 
building and use the back entrance. 
Thank you for your cooperation... 

N.E. Waste, Inc. 
Agawam, MA 

* Residential Services 

* Bulk Waste Collections 

* Temporary Roll-off Containers 

Permanent 2 to 10 yards j 

28 Moylan Lane * Agawam, MA 01001 

413-786-2449 




THE RANCH GOLF CLUB IN SOUTHWICK 


Ranch Golf Club to 
host AHS Baseball 


Boosters’ golf tourney 


Time is running out for your chance to play the 
course newly rated as New England’s best and help a 
good cause at the same time. On Sunday, April 27th, 
the Ranch Golf Club in Southwick will again host a 
fundraising tournament for the Agawam High baseball 
program. 

The tournament will be the straight scramble for¬ 
mat (Mulligans available). There will be a longest 
drive contest, as well as prizes for holes-in-one and 
closest-to-the-pin. 

Sarat Ford has offered a chance to win a new car 
for a hole-in-one; Teddy Bear Pools has again offered 
a spa; and Fran Johnson’s will offer a chance for golf 
equipment. A steak bake will be held immediately 
after the tournament. During the dinner, a raffle and 
silent auction will be held. 

Some of the auction items include foursomes to 
the Ranch, Oak Ridge, Agawam, and Saint Anne’s 
golf courses. Also in the auction will be chairs from 
Kavanaugh and Levitz Furniture, and an in-home 
design consultation from Classic Home Interiors. 

Dave Gallerani has made four tickets to a Yankees 
game available that includes passes to the stadium 
club as well as parking. To date, more than 100 gift 
certificates have been donated from area businesses 
for the raffle prizes, ranging from dinners at restau¬ 
rants to oil changes. 

Any non-golfer may take part in the dinner (along 
with the auction and raffle) for the price of $25. Last 
year, this event sold out, 
so we suggest you sign up 
early. 

The fee is $125 per 
golfer and includes golf, 
cart, practice facility, steak 
bake, and prizes. 

At presstime, there are 
seven foursome spots 
available, so call Sue 
Federico at 786-8948 or 
Sherry Wakelee at 786- 
6065 to reserve your spot. 




Affordable 
Mortgage 
Company, Inc. 


This Week’s Special 

No Documentation 

e% 

30 Yr. Fixed 6.3% APR 

413-596-0166 

or Apply Online 
www.affordablemtg.com 

MA Mortgage Broker Lie. #mb1008 


VERMETTE 


Auto Body Inc. 



Since 1979 


“ All New Convenient " 
Location 
223 Garden St 
Feeding Hills 

.•* 


786-8226 

All Insurance Companies 

Collision and Windshield 

Claims Welcome 

Guaranteed Repairs 

RS-1842 
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Informational 
meeting set for 
Baseball Boosters 

There will be an informational meeting concerning 
the fundraising efforts for the 2003 Agawam High 
School baseball program on Tuesday, May 6th at 7:00 
p.m. in the Community Room of the Agawam Public 
Library. 

All who are interested in being involved in this 
year’s Booster activities are welcome to attend. 

For further information, call Sue Federico at 786- 
8984. 

AHS Boys’ Lacrosse 
Booster Club to meet 
Tues., April 29th 

The Agawam High School Boys’ Lacrosse Booster 
Club will hold a meeting on Tuesday, April 29th at 6:30 
at the Agawam Public Library Meeting Room. 

All parents and guardians of team members are 
encouraged to attend. We need your help. 

If you have any questions, please call Cathy at 
786-1230 or Ann at 786-2571. 

AHS girls’ 
lacrosse team to 
hold car wash 


“Yes ... we are the champions!!!" 



THE MEMBERS OF THE girls' grade three and four basketball champions are shown above 
with their coaches. Back row: Coach Joe Pulaski, Leisl Bard, Miranda Pulaski, Carlene Kibbe, 
Colleen Keeley, Jessica Pulaski, and Coach Todd Bard. Front row: Alexandria Leske, Robyn 
Caldwell, and Jessica Colson. 


The Agawam High School girls’ lacrosse team will 
hold a car wash on Saturday, May 3rd, from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Agawam Middle School. 

The rain date will be May 10th. 

Come and help support the AHS girls’ lacrosse 
team! 


Best local 
news with 
us - AANH! 



+' i/SZi 1 



245 Springfield St. * Agawam * 413-786-0430 

SPRING SUPER SAVER SPECIALS!! 


NEW SATURDAY HOURS: 8 AM - 4 PM 


LUBE OIL CHANGE 

Service Includes - 

Up to 5 Qts Of Motorcraft Oil, New Motorcraft 
Oil Filter, Check Fluids 

And Tire Pressure 


$19.95 


Plus lax & environmental fee. Must present coupon 
at time of service. EXPIRES 4-30-03 
No Appointment Necessary 
Coupons not valid with any other offers. 


SPRING SERVICE 
SPECIAL 

Oil & Filter Change Up To 5 Quarts 
Tire Rotation, Brake Inspection 
Check All Belts & Hoses, Inspect Air & Cabin 
Filters, Top Off All Fluids 


$34.95 


Plus tax & environmental fee Must present coupon at 
time of service. EXPIRES 4-30-03 
No Appointment Necessary. 

Coupons not valid with any other offers 


WE SERVICE ALL FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY CARS AND 
TRUCKS UP TO F750 

Large Selection of New & Used Cars & Trucks 

www.saratford.com 



/ 


CAR & 
TRUCK 


[F<s>o 3 dl [?(o)©aos 


$29.95/DAY 



NOW IN 2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS! 

245 Sprinfield St., Agawam (at sarat ford) 

413 - 786-5882 


★ 


385 Memorial Drive, Chicopee 

(across from Admiral DW’s) 

413-594-7400 

www.rentallstar.com 







Marcotte 


www.marcotteford.com 

1025 Main St, Holyoke 536-1900 _ __ 

Sales;. M-Thur 8:30-9, Fri 9-6, Sat 9-5 Sun 12-4 Service: M-Thur 6am-Mtdroght, Fri 6-5, Sat 8-4:3 

. All prices are based on credit approval - All prices reflect rebates to dea 


'03 Ford F350 FX4 Lariat Crew Cab 
8‘ Box - New 6.0L Turbo Diesel 

325 hp, 560 torque, all power w/all the toys! Stk 7328 


'03 

6.0L Diesel Limited 

Rear DVD player, Loaded 
w/a!l power options. Stk B7462. 


'03 Expedition Eddie Bauer Edition 

5.4L V8, Power Moonroof, Loaded Stk B7187 


'03 Ford Thunderbird 

Hardtop removable & Soft top Loaded Stk B3001 


•Based on a 39 month Ford Red Carpet Lease and credit approval, with a total due at lease 
inception of 12,672.42, cash or trade, includes title 1st payment, doc & bank fees. Sales & excise tax are extra. 


V-6, AC, Power Moonroof, Locks, Windows, 4-Wheel ABS, A MONTH - 39 MONTHS 
Remote Keyless Entry, Fog Lamps, Step Bars, FORD RED CARPET LEASE 
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Agawam Warriors 
open season with 
an impressive win 

It's been a long, cold winter, but the spring is heat¬ 
ing up, with the Agawam Warrior baseball club taking 
it to the boys from Springfield on Saturday, April 19th. 
The Warriors won the opening round, 5-2. 

The Warriors are competing in a pre-season tour¬ 
nament throughout the Springfield area. 

Cruising to the victory, the Warriors received an 
outstanding pitching performance from Wyatt 
Remington. Wyatt pitched a complete game, allowing 
only two hits and recording an impressive 13 strike¬ 
outs along the way! Wyatt is a new addition to the 
Warrior ball club this season as the Warriors look to 
improve on last season’s 13-3 record. 

Behind the great pitching, there were some solid 
defensive plays. John Kudlik, Brian Piquette, and 
John Pieterse made fine plays in the outfield, while 
Tony Rescigno and Joe Toto were solid up the middle, 
turning a big double play to end a possible big inning 
for the Springfield team. 

Collecting hits for the Warriors were Brian Piquette,.- 
Joe Toto, Robert Decosmo, John Kudlik, Tony 
Rescigno, Wyatt Remington, and John Pieterse. 

The Warriors will be completing tournament play 
this coming weekend and look to make it to the finals. 

The Warriors are Brian Piquette, Joe Toto, Robert 
Decosmo, Tim Jendryaik, John Kudlik, Andrew Cayer, 
Steve Johnson, Tony Rescigno, Mike Rigali, Wyatt 
Remington, John Pieterse, Dillon Coulter, Robert 
McGeoghan, James Bushy, and Kyle Craig. 

Coaching the Warriors are Anthony Toto and Paul 
Rescigno, along with assistants Rick Cayer and Paul 
Piquette. 

The Agawam Warriors are an independent ball 
club, entered in two Springfield area leagues to com¬ 
pete at a higher level of competition. 

Being independent means the Warriors must rely 
on raising the funds to pay for all the expenditures 
they incur to put this fine product on the playing field. 

The Warriors would like to thank the sponsors who 
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Agawam Little 
League’s opening 
day ceremonies on 
Sat., April 26th 

On Saturday, April 26th, the Agawam Little 
League’s opening-day ceremonies will begin with a 
short parade from the Phelps Green to the baseball 
complex on School Street. 

Once the players arrive 
at the field, we will have 
opening-day ceremonies 
that include honoring the 
2002 All-Star Teams and 
those who have made out¬ 
standing contributions to 
the organization. 

Players should meet 
their coaches at 8:00 a.m. 
by the gazebo at Phelps. 

Players should be in their 
uniforms! The parade will 
begin sharply«at 8:30 a.m. 

Please join us in celebrating the opening of anoth¬ 
er exciting season of baseball. 

Rock Cats game 
rescheduled 
to May 25th 

Due to inclement weather, the Rock Cats trip for 
the Agawam baseball program has been resched¬ 
uled. The new date is May 25th. 

All tickets for the April 5th game should be returned 
to the Booster Club. Tickets will soon be available for 
the May 25th game. 

Sacred Heart 
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Changes will be 
key to Agawam 
Braves in 2003 

After a third-place, regular-season finish and a ^ 
semi-final loss in the playoffs, the Agawam Braves of 
the western Massachusetts Men’s Senior Baseball 
League are looking to improve their lot in 2003 with 
key coaching changes. 

The biggest change for the Braves this year will be 
in game management. Taking on the duties of on-field 
operations is former Agawam High School standout 
Gerry Smith. 

Smith brings a wealth of experience with him, hav¬ 
ing played high school and college baseball, coaching 
high school and Tri-County League teams, and umpir¬ 
ing throughout the region at several levels of play. 

“Gerry helped us out a little last year,” said the 
team’s general manager, Ron Wieners. "There was a 
huge difference with him on our bench, and having 
him in place full-time this year is going to make us a 
lot better." 

Baseball won’t be the only thing on the Braves’ 
minds this summer, as the war in Iraq has had an 
effect on their roster. 

Catcher John Matuza, a Navy Reservist, was 
called to active duty earlier this year and is serving 
aboard a ship in the Persian Gulf. 

“Some of the players have put his number on their 
hats as a way of honoring what he’s doing over there,” 
Wieners said. 

The team will also honor Matuza’s service by hang¬ 
ing his uniform in their dugout until he returns to play. 

Another of Matuza’s teammates said, “John is the 
kind of guy who motivates everyone and always gives 
everything he has. {Everything about him that makes 
us a better team is making the Navy better by having 
him over there." 

The Braves will open their season this Sunday, 
April 27th, at Agawam High School against the Sam’s 
Sports Bar Rockies. 

“Over 40” men’s 



make it possible for them to compete in two leagues 
and tournaments at this level - The Kudlik Bros., The 
Galleria Shops, The Agawam/West Springfield Fish & 
Game Club, Crestview Country Club, Sarat Ford, 
Movie Mart, Mr. Phipps, and Hampden Savings. 

The Warriors would also like to thank Super Stop & 
Shop of Feeding Hills for allowing us to hold a 
fundraising event there. 

Thank you to all the Warrior sponsors. 

GO WARRIORS! 


Suburban Baseball 
to host car wash 

The 9-10 Sacred Heart Suburban Baseball team 
will hold a carwash on Saturday, April 26th from11:00 
a.m.-3:00 p.m. at the Sacred Heart Church parking 
lot. 

Please stop by and support our team! 


softball league to 
begin Sun., May 18th 

The Town of Agawam’s “Over 40” men’s softball 
league (sponsored by the Agawam Parks & 
Recreation Department) will begin on Sunday, May 
18th, at 9:00 a.m. at Shea Field. 

New players are welcome to join the league, and 
they should should up early on May 18th to be placed 


DIVORCE 


A 



Melissa R. Gillis 

Attorney 

785-5100 


Morisi fy O’Connell 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


155 Maple Street 
Suite 300 
Springfield, MA 01105 



on a team. 

For more information, please contact Aldo Mancini 
at 789-0830. 

-ADVERTISER NEWS- 



BAYWEST 

HOCKEY 


(The Agawam/West Springfield Youth Hockey Assn.) 

SPRING LEARN TO SKATE 
PROGRAM 

(Ages 6 and Under—10 Week Program) 
Beginning: Thursday, May 1, 2003 
5:00—5:50 P.M. 

Olympia Ice Center 
125 Capital Drive 
West Springfield, MA 

FIRST 25 AGAWAM RESIDENTS 


FREE 


Some Equipment Required 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 789-7488 
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Local downhill bike racers ready 
for first year as an all-pro team 

by Kristine Blinn 
Feature Writer 


“It’s all for the love of the game.” Athletes say this 
all the time. The uncommon part of this statement is 
that, in this case, it is being said about downhill bike 
racing. The sport, though highly competitive and ever- 
evolving, only began about 10 years ago and is still 
striving to gain popularity. 

But for the Gravity Warehouse Racers of 
Southwick, it’s all in a day’s work. 

Andrew Bressem, 29, of Agawam, Seth James, 28, 
of Westfield, Jason Soukup, 25, originally from 
Newburgh, New York and now an Agawam resident, 
and Brandon Johnson, 20, of Southwick make up the 
Gravity Warehouse Racing team, named for James’ 
bike and board shop, Gravity Warehouse. 

This is their first year titled as a four-man, all-pro 
team. Bressem, Soukup, and Johnson raced their 
way up as beginners, then sport riders, and on to 
expert riders before advancing to semi-pro status this 
year, while James is already racing at the pro level. 

Bressem explains that there is no limit to how 
quickly one can advance in this sport, like his team¬ 
mate, Johnson, who was racing as an expert by the 
end of his first year. 

But to make the jump from expert to semi-pro, the 
approval of N.O.R.B.A. (the National Off-Road Bicycle 
Association) is required. N.O.R.B.A. is the governing 
body that 'rims the national series of biking events, 
and the organization through which a racer’s ranking 
is kept. 

So. what exactly does this advance in standing 
mean for the team? First and foremost, more races 
and bigger races. While they will continue to race local 
series such as Plattekill in New York and others in 
Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont, the guys will 
begin traveling to Big Bear Lake, California, Idaho, 
and Colorado. 

Next is the fact that more time will be spent on the 
road. An average year for the team begins with its first 
race in April, and one to two regional races a month 
from then on (please keep in mind that one race 
equals one weekend committed). From May to 
August, expect to add at least one national event, 

Fall soccer 
registration 
slated by ASA 

The Agawam Soccer Association will hold sign-ups 
for the fall soccer season on the following dates: 

* Wednesday, April 30th, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. at the Agawam Public Library. 

* Thursday, May 29th, from 6:00 p.m.«to 8:30 p.m. 
at the Agawam Public Library. 

* Saturday, June 7th, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
at the Italian Sporting Club on Cooper Street. 

The fee for fall soccer will be $55 per player, with a 
family rate of $140 for families with three or more chil¬ 
dren playing. 

There will be a $10 late fee assessed to players 
who register after the June 7th sign-up. 

Women golfers can 
sign up for Sunrise 
League on May 5th 

The nine-hole Sunrise Women’s Golf League will 
be accepting new members at the Agawam Municipal 
Golf Course on Monday, May 5th, at 8:00 a.m. 

This sign-up will precede the league’s opening-day 
round of golf. For further information, please call the 
golf course at 786-2194. 

Check our classified ads... 


which could include some significant travel time. 

From September to November, it’s back to one or 
two races a month. There is down time in December 
and January, and then it’s back to the gym by the first 
of February to be in the same shape for April that you 
left behind in November. 

“It’s a lot of time to invest,” says James, “but it’s 
worth it." 

Thirdly (and tied invariably with numbers one and 
two) is an increase in expense. From January 1,2002 
to December 31, 2002, James spent $12,500 on 
expenses for himself. That amount did not include any 
flights. 

What does help is the sponsorship that the team 
now gets. Though given a discount through James’ 
shop, the guys also have sub-sponsors. These spon¬ 
sors include Azonic, Kona Bikes, Vulgar Equipment, 
and Maxxis. These companies help with apparel and 
equipment by offering them at a discount, but more 
will be needed down the road with increasing expens¬ 
es. 

The guys are looking to get one year at the profes¬ 
sional level to get backing in their status. If they do 
well, they can then pose a sponsorship resume with 
some merit to it, which will help them gain the larger 
sponsors and hopefully help with expenses. 

Even if there were no sponsors, no fans watching, 
and no long trips, something says that these guys 
would still be out there at any given chance. They 
came from individual backgrounds and found downhill 
in their own way. 

James followed in the footsteps of a friend; Soukup 
started as a cross-country racer; Bressem was a road 
rider; and Johnson started in BMX. But they all ended 
here. Bressem explained it as a combination of skills 
to be where they are: “You can have people who will 
ride off of roofs, and other people who can sail down 
a dirt road at 40 m.p.h. ... but it’s being able to com¬ 
bine the two that puts you at the top.” 

And, with all of their hard work, the top is where 
they are going to be. 

Agawam Council 
On Aging to host 
golf tournament 

The eighth Annual Council On Aging Golf 
Tournament will be held Friday, May J 6th beginning 
with a shotgun start at 7:30 a.m. at the Agawam 
Municipal Golf Course. 

The COA is seeking program sponsors and raffle 
prize donations. 

Interested individuals and businesses should call 
the Senior Center, 821-0604 for information. Players 
may obtain entry forms at the Center. 

The $55 fee per player includes a continental 
breakfast, lunch, greens fees, and cart. 

Golf Committee chairperson Loren Forastiere stat¬ 
ed,"We always have a great time and all proceeds go 
to the Senior Center Expansion Project." 

Golfers of all ages and abilities are invited for a 
best ball format. 

Mawaga Club 
to host Lunker Derby 

The Mawaga Sportsmen’s Club will host its 14th 
Annual Lunker Derby on Sunday, April 27th from 9:00 
a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Donation is $15. No license is needed. Large cash 
prizes will be awarded for largest trout. 

Breakfast and lunch will be available for those who 
would like to purchase it. 

For more information, call 789-3359. 


Spring & summer 
programs sponsored 
by Agawam Parks 
& Recreation 

PUBLIC SWIM: The Agawam Junior High School 
Pool will be open for public swim on Friday evenings 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Please call the Recreation 
Office (821-0513) for specific dates that the public 
swim is available. Cost: $1 per person. 

SUMMER LACROSSE CLINIC: We will be offering 
a Youth Lacrosse Clinic the week of July 14th for boys 
in grades four through eight. This four-day clinic will 
run from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The clinic will be run 
by AHS varsity lacrosse Coach Nick St. George and 
assistants from the AHS team. Through the use train¬ 
ing, drills, scrimmages, and games, the clinic will 
focus on the skills, strategies, and techniques needed 
to play lacrosse. (Specific dates, times, location, and 
cost will be available by June 1st.) 

SWIMMING LESSONS: Youth Swimming Lessons 
will be offered again this summer by the Springfield 
YMCAat the Perry Lane Pool. These lessons are held 
two days a week and will last for seven lessons. 
Session I: June 23th through July 16th. Session II: 
July 21st through August 13th. Mondays and 
Wednesdays, 4:30 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. or 5:15 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m. All classes will accommodate children age 
three and older. Cost: $25 per person (limited to 30 
participants per class). Registration will begin on 
Tuesday, May 27th, at 8:30 a.m. in the Recreation 
Office. Registration is limited and will be taken on a 
first-come, first-served basis. 

PIRANHAS SWIM TEAM: The Agawam Recrea¬ 
tion Department sponsors a competitive swim team 
for children ages five to 18. Swimmers must be at 
least five years-old by October 1, 2002 and able to 
swim one length of the pool to be eligible for the swim 
team. Practice time and cost will vary (based on 
swimmer’s age). Registration is now taking place in 
the Recreation Office. New swimmers are welcome to 
try the swim team for one week free of charge. 
Practice will begins on Monday, May 5th, at Agawam 
Junior High School from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

WALKING GROUP: Beginning Monday, May 5th, 
the Agawam High School track will be open for walk¬ 
ing and jogging Monday through Thursday (weather 
permitting) from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and Saturday 
mornings from 7:00 a.m. to 9»00 a.m. The bleachers 
and the “playing field" will be closed, and people will 
not be permitted in these areas during this time. The 
track will be closed on the days when there is a 
scheduled High School game or activity. 

TENNIS: The Parks & Recreation Department is 
■ proud to be offering tennis lessons again this spring at 
Perry Lane Park. Lessons are available for people of 
all ages and abilities. 

* Youth Tennis Lessons: We will be offering ten¬ 
nis lessons for six weeks at Perry Lane Park to chil¬ 
dren on Saturday mornings, May 3rd through June 
14th. 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., ages four to seven; 
10:00 to 11:00 a.m., ages eight to 11; 11:00 a.m. to 
12:00 noon, ages 12 to 15. Cost: $50 per person. 

* Adult Tennis Lessons: Adult lessons for the 
spring will be sold in sets of five one-hour lessons. 
The schedule will be at your convenience. Once a set 
of lessons is purchased, you may call Fred LaPlace to 
set a schedule and time that fits your busy schedule. 
Cost: $55. 

(Registration for all the spring tennis programs is 
now taking place in the Recreation Office.) 

PERRY LANE NURSERY SCHOOL: The Town of 
Agawam offers a nursery school program at Perry 
Lane serving children ages three to five. 

Children who are age three on or before 
September 1, 2003 are eligible for our two-days-a- 
week program on Tuesday and Thursday mornings 
from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., or on Monday and 
Wednesday afternoons from 12:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Children who are age four on or before September 
1, 2003 are eligible for our three-days-a-week pro¬ 
gram on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings 

SEE PARKS & REC. - Page 40 
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The Bass Hunter 

“All About 
Outdoors...” 

by Skip Bryant 


Bass tournament to 
benefit Southwick D.A.R.E. 

The Southwick D.A.R.E. benefit bass tournament 
on the Congamond Lakes will take place on April 
27th. Jim Kane, a good friend of mine, reminded me 
that there are some very good teams of adults and 
kids. 

There is a father-and-daughter team that once 
fished in the D.A.R.E. tournament - John Povelcick 
and his daughter. (I hope I've gotten their last name 
right!) When she participated in this event with her 
dad, the girl was in her early teens and had a big 
smile from ear to ear while sitting next to her father. 

Now, the weigh-in tells the story about this day of 
fishing and how good the fishing is in this lake. There 
were several big bass (six- and seven-pounders) that 
were caught that day, and Ray Reardon and Bob 
Freeman were looking to catch the big fish and win 
the tournament. 

However, John and his daughter were sitting in the 
boat with big smiles on their faces. While everyone 
there wanted to know where and how Ray and Bob 
found their fish, there was talk that John’s daughter 
had a big fish. I was helping with the weigh-in when I 
heard, “Look at that fish!" 

John told everyone that his daughter caught the 
big one, and then they very carefully carried the fish 
up to the scale to. find out how much it weighed. It 
turned out that the fish was eight pounds, two ounces 
- the largest fish that had been caught in the 
Southwick D.A.R.E. tournament to date! However, 
that record could possibly be broken as of this week¬ 
end. 

Don’t forget to take a kid fishing; it will be good for 
them and you! 

West Side/Agawam 
Kiwanis Club 
to host 4th annual 
golf tournament 

Plans are underway for the fourth annual golf tour¬ 
nament to be held by the West Springfield/Agawam 
Kiwanis Club. 

The tournament is now named the Diane Abair 
Memorial Golf Tournament in honor of chairman Len 
Anair’s late wife, who was a primary architect and pro¬ 
moter of the popular event. 

Again this year, the tournament will be held at the 
Oak Ridge Golf Club in Feeding Hills on Wednesday, 
June 25th. An 11:00 a.m. shotgun start is planned. 

Anair cited the need for sponsors for the tourna¬ 
ment, noting that this event is the club’s primary 
fundraiser. The tournament enables the club to fulfill 
its obligations to many community grants, particularly 
the scholarships awarded to high school graduates in 
both Agawam and West Springfield. 

Potential sponsors or golfers desiring to set up 
foursomes are urged to call Anair at 733-9771, or the 
club line at 734-2168. 
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In Tri-Parish Bowling... 

Notre Dame continues to dominate 
the standings in round four 


Notre Dame continues to lead everyone in round 
four of the Tri-Parish Bowling League. 

On Thursday, April 10th (a make-up date), ND beat 
Fordham, 3-1. F’ham managed to win its only point in 
string two, and then only by seven pins. All the rest 
was ND. 

In string three, ND had three 100 scores,, as Jim 
"Lucky" Burgess had a 112, Cori “Lefty” Napolitan ran 
a 105, and Neil “Slippery” Serven hit a 117 to go along 
with a 118 and a 121 on the night to win three points 
with his 356. 

F’ham had two 300 rollers - Debbie “Mighty” Poirier 
went 305, and "Jolly" Oily Muldrew hit a 313. 
However, this was not good enough, as ND won the 
pinfall by 42. 

Georgetown won over Catholic University, 3-1. 
Lance “Lightning” Poirier hit a 116 to win over Rich 
“Golden” Snyder’s 113, as CU took the second string 
by four pins. 

The rest of the night, meanwhile, belonged to 
G’town; they won the first by 52 and the third by 14 to 
take total pinfall by 62. G’town fired a double-barrelled 
attack, as Paula “Wild Thing” Burke ran a 120, 103, 
and 111 for a nice 334. "Golden” finished with a 339 to 
win total pinfall. 

Holy Cross smeared St. Mary, 4-0. HC got good 
bowling from John “Sunshine" Loncrini, who hit a 105, 
108, and 105 for a 318 series, and Steve “Quiet Man” 
Rovithis came through with a 123, 136, and 104 for a 
363 night. 

St. Mary only had Jon “Money” Robarge, who hit a 
324 with strings of 117, 112, and 95 (not nearly 
enough to match the HC two). Pinfall went to HC by 
80 pins. 

St. Louis rolled against the bye team (they chose 
Georgetown) and got a draw, 2-2. No one hit the 
magic 300 mark, but good team rolling got St. L the 
second string by 52, which also won them total pinfall 
by six pins. 

After this make-up night was over, the standings 


read like this: 

Notre Dame * 20-4 

Georgetown* 13-11 

Catholic University 12 -12 

Holy Cross * 12-12 

Fordham 10-14 

St. Louis 8-16 

St. Mary 7 -17 

Bye Team 14-10 

(* Round winners.) 
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from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., or on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday afternoons from 12:30 p.m. to 
3:00 p.m. 

Cost: two-days-a-week program, $80 per month 
tuition, $4 per month snack fee; three-days-a-week 
program, $95 per month tuition, $5 per month snack 
fee. Please call the Recreation Office (821-0513) or 
Perry Lane (789-1616) for more information. 

SUMMER CAMPS: Summer Camps are located at 
Perry Lane Park. Situated on 34 acres of woodlands, 
Perry Lane provides the opportunity to grow, learn, 
and have a great summer camp experience. Our facil¬ 
ity includes an in-ground pool, a large pavilion, a 
ropes/challenge course, hiking trails, two basketball 
nets, two age-appropriate playgrounds with swings, a 
sand volleyball court, and three tennis courts. 

While at camp, children enjoy a variety of activities 
including swim lessons, free swims, arts & crafts, 
sports & games, challenge activities, field trips, and 
special days and events all focusing on fun and safe¬ 
ty. Each session will include a field trip to area attrac¬ 
tions (a “special day” focusing on that session’s 
theme). Day Camp and Teen Camp will enjoy either 
pizza or a barbeque on the last day of camp. 

C.l.T’S/VOLUNTEERS: Perry Lane allows youth 
an opportunity to spend their summer or part of it vol- 


* * * 

On Monday, April 14th, Notre Dame continued its 
hot streak and took out Catholic University, 4-0. Only 
Lance "Lightning” Poirier hit over 300 for CU - a poor 
305. (But, “Lightning” is having trouble with his upper 
arm and hasn’t been able to roll at his normal level.) 
However, rolling above his level was Neil “Slippery” 
Serven for ND, who had a nice 345 with a 135 high 
single. The first two strings were close, with ND taking 
them by only eight and six pins, respectively, and then 
it took a 26-pin win in the third, which gave them a 40- 
pin total pinfall advantage. 

Fordham rolled against Georgetown and beat 
them, 4-0. G’town got good bowling from Paula “Wild 
Thing” Burke (320) and Rich “Golden” Snyder (317). 
For F’ham, Debbie “Mighty” Poirier hit two 107’s and 
a 92 for a 306, but “Jolly” Oily Muldrew was up for this 
match and hit strings of 123, 141, and 110 for a 374 
night. Total pinfall went to F’ham by a neat 100 pins. 

Holy Cross won over St. Louis, 3-1. St. L came 
through in the third string to win it by 17, but came out 
short by nine pins in total pinfall. 

For HC, Steve “Quiet Man” Rovithis hit a 306 night 
with a 120 first string, and John “Sunshine” Loncrini 
was hot and had a 112,135, and 107 for a 354 series. 
No one hit a 300-mark series for St. Louis. Coming 
close was Tom “Thumb" Massotti with a 293 to lead 
his team. 

St. Mary rolled against the bye team and found 
good pickings by winning 3-1. The bye team for this 
match was Holy Cross. St. M had two 300 rollers - 
Frank “Buck" Cerpovicz (an even 300) and Jon 
“Money” Robarge (310). The match was pretty even 
(as they took turns winning strings), but a plus-12 pins 
gave the total to St. M. 

So, going into “position night” on April 21st, the 


standings read: 

Notre Dame * 24-4 

Holy Cross * 15-13 

Fordham 14 -14 

Georgetown* 13-15 

Catholic University 12 -16 

St. Mary 10-18 

St. Louis 9-19 

Bye Team , 15-13 

(* Round winners.) 


Because a team can win only one round per 
bowling season, Fordham and Catholic University 
are the teams in contention for the last round win¬ 
ner’s spot. 


unteering at camp. C.l.T.’s (Counselors In 
Training)/volunteers must be age 15 by the start of 
camp. 

While volunteering, youth will work hands-on with 
the counselors, specialty staff, and camp administra¬ 
tion to become acquainted with what is expected of 
camp staff. Anyone interested in becoming a CIT/vol- 
unteer must submit an application for employment 
with the Director of Parks & Recreation by June 1st. 

TENNIS LESSONS: Children enrolled in either 
Day Camp or Teen Camp can participate in tennis 
lessons five afternoons at camp. Campers will be 
excused from their group activities for one hour to go 
to their tennis lesson. Tennis lessons will not interfere 
with open swims, field trips, or any special activity at 
camp. Cost: $20 per session. 

NEW FOR 2003: Each camper will receive a Perry 
Lane camp t-shirt on their first day of camp (one shirt 
per camper). This shirt must be worn on the days 
when we are going on field trips. 

We are pleased to announce that we have a new 
Nature/Spirit specialty area which all campers will par¬ 
ticipate in as part of their daily schedule. Here, 
campers will learn new camp songs and skits to share 
with the entire camp. They will also learn more about 
the natural environment and be introduced to the 
woods, wetlands, and natural surroundings of Perry 
Lane in a fun and educational setting. 















Our New Location is 25 Sam West Road, Southwick 


O^en 

Days 




ALL NATURAL 


Double Ground 


Delivery Available 


DONE RIGHT THE FIRST TIME. 
Guaranteed!" 


excavation Services 
□ Bob Cat 
a BACK Hoe 
" o Bulldozer' 
r a Excavator 


Bark SVSuSeh 

lemlock - Red - Forest 

‘‘Quality is the Difference” 

Pick-up or Delivery 
Available 

Bobcat Services 


343 Main Street, Agawam 

( 413 ) 789=1593 
( 413 ) 789-2960 


Sawmill Wood Chips • Playground Wood Carpet 
Spruce, Cedar, Hemlock, Pine Bark Mulch, Red Colored Mulch 

NO leaves, vines, branches, demolition materials or crushed pallets. 

Pick-Up Monday thru Saturday 7 AM - 5 PM • Sunday 9 AM - 2 PM 

413-569-2400 T.J. BARK MULCH, INC_ 860-654-1975 


To help you with your 
lawncare needs this spring, 
be sure to check out your 
local landscapers... 
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Mickey Mantle 
League seeks players 

The Mickey Mant|p League is currently seeking 
Agawam baseball payers who are either 15 or 16 
years of age. The season runs from the end of May 
through mid-July. Call 789-8939 for more information. 


Agawam Parks & Rec to host hiking outing 

Let us be your guide! Agawam Parks & Recreation walking shoes. This easy three-mile hike through 


is leading a hiking outing through Robinson State 
Park on Saturday, May 3rd 

Participants will meet at the Robinson Park 
Elementary School parking lot at 8:15 a.m. and are 
asked to bring plenty of water and wear comfortable 


Robinson Park is designed for the whole family. 

Participants will be required to sign a release waiv¬ 
er before the hike begins. 

For more information, call 821-0513. 


The Agawam Advertiser News 


The date of April 6, 2003 marked the conclusion of 
a very successful indoor soccer season for the 
Agawam Sirens U8 Girls team. It was the first time 
these girls played soccer together, and it didn’t take 
them long to perform at a high level. 

They compiled an impressive 15-4-2 record over 
three indoor soccer sessions at the Eastern States 
Coliseum. They were the only all-girls team in the U- 
8 Co-ed league. 

They Finished all three regular seasons in or tied for 
first place, and played in three championship games 
(winning one). The girls thrilled the crowd with 
tremendous ball skills, pinpoint passing, timely scor¬ 
ing, tenacious defense, and “stone wall" goaltending. 
This was a total team effort from start to finish. 

The coaches, their family members, and friends 
are very proud of their hard work, dedication, and 
sportsmanship. Thank you for all of the thrilling 
moments and smiling faces. You were simply spec¬ 
tacular! 


April 24, 2003 


Agawam Sirens U8 
Girls finish successful 
indoor soccer season 




PICTURED ABOVE are the members of the Agawam Sirens, an U8 Girls team which has just 
finished their first season of playing indoor soccer together. Back row: Coach Mark Hellstein, 
Riley Hellstein, Sydney Daniels, Faith Rheault, Kimnfie Moore, Paige Preston, Angelina 
Massoia, Carly Cronin, Katie Cummings, Christa Carrier, Alyssa Smith, and Coach Bob 
Schwein. Front row: Valerie Schwein, Mary Franco, Margaret Frawley, Chloe Scherpa, Alexa 
Smith, and Paige Circosta. (Missing from photo: Krissy Karrach.) 


CIRILIO 

LANDSCAPING 


Free Estimates 

* Aerating 

* All Chemical Applications 


30 Years Experience 

* Snowplowing 

* Fall Clean-ups 


* Weekly & Bi-Weekly Lawn Cutting * Spring Clean-ups 


* Shrub Cutting/Shrub Planting 

* Mulching 


* Loam & Seeding 

* Loam Delivery 


10% First Time Customer Discount 

Call Today 569-2408 (leave message) 


Maintenance 
& Lawn Care 


Phil Reiser 
Owner 


PhiVs Lawn Service 

Overseeding / Power Raking 
Mowing (Weekly & Bi-Weekly) 
Spring Clean-up / Rototilling / Aeration 

413 - 786-7213 


Your Hometown Landscapers 


Curleys 

LAWN SERVICE 


Commercial & Residential 
Agawam , MA 413786*4622 


SAND-GRAVEL-FILL 
Decorative Stone-Loam 




l 
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Patronize Your Local Businesses 


Sapelli Concrete 

“Specializing In Residential Projects ” 

Patios-Pool Pads-Stairs-Sidewalks- 
Driveways-Hatchways-Garage Floors 
30 Yrs. Exp. Fully Insured 

789=3787 


John F* Walsh 

Certified Public Accountant 

567 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills 

Visit our Website and Financial Information Center 
www.jfwalshcpa.com 

For an appointment please call 

786-3009 


Northeast 

Builders 

Rick Pfeffer 

4 Lenox Street, Feeding Hills 


S 

Since 1975 


Roofing * Siding * Kitchens & Baths * Additions * Major Remodeling 

789-1150 

Reg. No. 116963; Const. Sup. No. 000450 

Free Estimates... Fully Licensed and Insured 




COLONY 

Windows 
. 6c Siding 
^LLC 


Replacement windows help insulate your home 
from the cold and heat. They add value and 
beauty to your home and tilt in for easy cleaning. 


Call for a free estimate before May 1st 

& Save $25 p er Window 

when you mention this ad. 


Locally Owned with over 15 Years Experience. 

Fully Insured and Financing is Available. 

Visa and MasterCard also accepted. 
Mass Reg# 138010 

786-3377 or 

colony.windows@verizon.net 


HANDY MAN 

Need a Handy Man Around The House? 

All Types of Home Improvements & Odd Jobs 

•CARPENTRY •ELECTRICAL 
•PLUMBING • PAINTING 
modeling of Rooms & Basements 
• Cleaning ot Garages. Basements. Yards. Attics 

Bob Bartolucci * Reg. ft 127813 ( 413 ) 736*3730 



GENERAL 

[[ CARPENTRY )j 


kst. !9h:i 


tiiKZr 


Specializing in: 
Additions, Renovations, 
Custom Decks, New 
Construction 


Don Chartier 

Home Improvement Contractor 
#128317 

Conn. Reg. #576680 
Mass. Reg. #051681 

*Free Consultations 
*Free Estimates 
*Senior Discounts 
*Fully Insured 


PETE'S PETERLINE 
PAPER & FAINT 

* Interior & Exterior Painting * Wallpapering 
* Textured Ceilings * Faux Finishes * Drywall Repairs 
* Any General Household Repairs 
...SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 

(413) 340*7673 


Harvey Johnson Drive, Agawam 


wmi® m)€K mil 

of Suffield 

Full Service Equestrian Center 

*Boarding *Lessons *Sales 
^Training * Large Indoor Arena 
* Centered Riding Lessons Available 
I V'tl With Deb Moynihan *Disconnted 
Lesson Packages Available 
Call 1 (860) 668-2307 


(P . MA License #E40548 

CT License #E188494 

CHAD FULLAM 
ELECTRIC 

Residential * Commercial * Industrial 
Voice * Data 
Phone: (413) 786-6226 


MA Lie. #066310 
MA Reg. #127007 

Agawam 


Cell: 530-9340 
Pager: 730-0355 

Denny 


■ ■■ in; m i — - 

D. Godbout 

Custom Homes <6 Remodeling 

Additions & Kitchen Renovations 

786-8866 


Bill Spear’s Tree Service 

“Your Hometown LEADER Since 1979 ” 

* Tree Removal * Land Clearing 

* Tree Trimming * Brush Chipping 

* Shrub Removal * Stump Grinding 

* Residential & Commercial 

786-5081 



Year-Round 
24 Hour 
Emergency 
Storm Service 


Call Today To Schedule 
All SPRING Work !!! 


Prompt , Free Estimates ami Hazard Evaluations 
~ References ~ Senior Citizen Specialist & Discount 
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Classifieds 


SERVICES 

BILL SPEAR S TREE 
SERVICE: Complete 
tree removal, trimming. 
Land cleared. Senior citi¬ 
zen discount. FREE 
ESTIMATES. Fully 
insured. “Your 
Hometown LEADER 
Since 1979.” Call 786- 
5081. 

DAVID’S 
WINDOW 
CLEANING AND 
JANITORIAL < 

Mother’s Little Helper! 
Floors waxed, rugs 
shampooed, walls 
washed. Commercial & 
residential. Call Paul 
Ferrarini, (413) 786- 
4436. 

PAUL’S TREE SER¬ 
VICE: Fully insured^free 
estimates. Removal, 
pruning, planting, stump 
grinding, firewood, back- 
hoe. Senior citizen dis¬ 
count; 24-hour emer¬ 
gency service. 17 years 
experience. Call Paul 
Cocchi, 547-0343. 

NORTHEAST 
BUILDERS: Custom 
homes & remodeling 
(since 1975). Fully 
insured & licensed. Rick 
Pfeffer, 4 Lenox St., 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 
Reg. No. 116963; Const. 
Sup. No. 000450. (413) 
789-1150. 

TRASH REMOVAL: 

Garages, attics, & cellars 
cleaned out. Lawn serv¬ 
ice, unwanted items, 
metal removal. Insured. 
Call Mr. T’s Cleaning 
Svc. Phone 789-0540, 
beeper 735-4535. 

PAINTING, STAINING: 

Exterior, interior. Your 
home or business. • 
Quality work, reasonable 
rates. Call Joe at (413) 
786-5912. 

LICENSED ELECTRI¬ 
CIAN: All types of work. 
Insured; free estimates; 
35 yrs. License El6303. 
Call Jim, 782-6989. 

SPRINGFIELD TURN- 
VEREIN: Catering to 
weddings, banquets, 
parties, and receptions. 
Two rooms available with 
seating up to 250 peo¬ 
ple. 176 Garden Street, 
Feeding Hills, 786-0924. 


CHARTIER’S GENER¬ 
AL CARPENTRY: We 

take the worry out of 
building. Additions; new 
construction; renova¬ 
tions; custom decks. Lie. 
no. 051681; fully insured. 
Don Chartier, owner. 
(413) 789-7011. 

IT’S SPRING TUNE-UP 
TIME: A & M Small 
Engine Repairs for all 
your lawn & garden 
equipment needs. Free 
pick-up and delivery. 
568-2582. 

CONTE DOOR SER¬ 
VICE, INC.: “We Sell 
The Best & Service The 
Rest.” Sales, repair, 
installation. Residential & 
commercial; weekend 
emergency service. 786- 
1800 / 568-4655. (Fax 
789-7305; www. conte- 
door.com .) 

VERMETTE AUTO 
BODY INC.: Since 1979. 
All new convenient loca¬ 
tion - 223 Garden St., 
Feeding Hills. All insur¬ 
ance companies; colli¬ 
sion and windshield. 
Claims welcome; guar¬ 
anteed repairs (RS- 
1842). 786-8226. 

ALL SEASONS LAND¬ 
SCAPING & LAWN 
MAINTENANCE: 

Commercial & residen¬ 
tial. Weekly mowing; 
spring & fall clean-up; 
shrubs & trees planted; 
creative design; backhoe 
& loader service; retain¬ 
ing walls. Fully insured; 
senior discount. (413) 
789-2216. 

CHAD FULLAM ELEC¬ 
TRIC: Commercial & 
residential - A to Z. New 
construction, additions, 
remodels to include serv¬ 
ice changes, all wiring 
for electric, computer, 
phone and cable lines. 
Licensed and insured. 
(413) 786-6226. 

JOHN F. WALSH - CER¬ 
TIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANT: 569 


Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills. Visit our 
Website and Financial 
Information Center - 
www.ifwalshcpa.com . 

For an appointment, 
please call (413) 786- 
3009. 

PHIL’S LAWN SER¬ 
VICE: Maintenance & 
lawn care. Overseeding; 
power raking; mowing 
(weekly & bi-weekly); 
spring clean-up; rototill- 
ing; aeration. Phil Reiser, 
owner. (413) 706-7213. 

WISHING ROCK FARM 
OF SUFFIELD: Full 
Service Equestrian 
Center. Stalls available. 
Summer horsemanship 
programs for children & 
teens. April 27th - 
Centered Riding Clinic. 
May 17th - Jumping 
Clinic. Call 1-860-668- 
2307. 

BISHOP PAINT & 
PAPER: Interior painting 
and wallpapering done to 
your specifications at 
reasonable rates. Free 
estimate. Senior dis¬ 
count. Call 739-4947. 

CURLEY’S LAWN SER¬ 
VICE: Your hometown 
landscapers. 

Commercial & residen¬ 
tial. Agawam, MA (413) 
786-4622. 

“MISTER DO ALL”: 

Decks, walls, doors, win¬ 
dows, kitchens, baths ... 
fix or make. Call Skip at 

(413) 537-1214. 

D. GODBOUT CUSTOM 
HOMES & REMODEL¬ 
ING: Additions & kitchen 
renovations. MA Lie. 
#066310; MA Reg. 
#127007. In Agawam. 
Call Denny - 786-8866. 
(Cell, 530-9340; pager, 
730-0355.) 

TREE STUMP GRIND¬ 
ING: Lowest prices, 
fastest service. Free esti¬ 
mates. Call Pine Grove 
Stump Grinding, (413) 
783-7236. 


$$ EARN EXTRA MONEY $$ 

DELIVER THE NEW VERIZON 
TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES 

Men and women 18 and older with insured vehicles are 
needed to deliver in Springfield and surrounding areas. 
We are also looking for Office Clerks and Loaders. 
Delivery starts about May 2nd. Work a minimum of 4 day¬ 
light hours per day; get paid within 24 hours upon suc¬ 
cessful completion of your route. Call 1-800-979-7978 
between 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Refer to job #3535-5. 
EOE. 


HANDY MAN: Need a 
handy man around the 
house? All types of 
home improvements & 
odd jobs. Bob Bartolucci, 
(413) 736-3730. Reg. 

No. 127813. 

LEARN TO RIDE, 

JUMP, SHOW! Licensed 
instructors. Well- 
schooled horses, ponies. 
Summer horsemanship 
programs, July 7th-11th 
& August 4th-8th. Tiny 
Trotters program! 
Personalized training 
leads to great beginnings 
and exceptional futures. 
End of Hunt Equestrian 
Center is proud to be 
with you all the way. 

(860) 668-1656/(860) 
668-9990. 

COLONY WINDOWS & 
SIDING LLC: Save 
money on your energy 
bills with new replace¬ 
ment windows. Locally 
owned with over 15 
years experience. Fully 
insured; financing is 
available. VISA and 
MasterCard also accept¬ 
ed. Mass Reg #138010. 
786-3377 or colony.win- 
dows @verizon.net 

T.J. BARK MULCH, 
INC.: Our new location is 
25 Sam West Rd., 
Southwick. Open 7 days. 
All natural, double 
ground bark mulch. 
Delivery available. (413) 
569-2400 / (860) 654- 
1975. 

PETE’S PAPER & 
PAINT: Interior & exterior 
painting; wallpapering; 
textured ceilings; faux 
finishes; drywall repairs; 
any general household 
repairs. Satisfaction 
guaranteed! Harvey 
Johson Drive, Agawam. 
Peter Line, (413) 348- 
7873. 


CIRILLO LANDSCAP¬ 
ING: Free estimates; 30 
years experience. Spring 
clean-ups, all chemical 
applications, weekly & 
bi-weekly lawn cutting. 
10% first time customer 
discount. Call today - 
569-2408 (leave mes¬ 
sage). 

N.E. WASTE, INC. - 
AGAWAM, MA: 

Residential services; 
bulk waste collections; 
temporary roll-off con¬ 
tainers / permanent - 2 
to 10 yards. 28 Moylan 
Lane, Agawam, MA 
01001.(^13) 786-2449. 

SAPELLI CONCRETE: 

“Specializing In 
Residential Projects." 
Patios - Pool Pads - 
Stairs - Sidewalks - 
Driveways - Hatchways - 
Garage Floors. 30 Yrs. 
Exp. Fully Insured. 789- 
3787. 

R.D. MULCH CO.: 505 
North Street, Feeding 
Hills. Hemlock, red, for¬ 
est - quality is the differ¬ 
ence. Bobcat sen/ices. 
Loaming, seeding, shrub 
removal, concrete & 
asphalt removal, trap 


rock driveways. Fully 
insured; delivery avail¬ 
able. (413) 789-1593 or 
(413) 789-2960. 

“ON THE SIDE” LAND¬ 
SCAPE & DESIGN: 

“Done right the first time 
... guaranteed!" Free 
estimates. Call 789- 
0243. 

THE STRAIN FAMILY 
EQUESTRIAN CEN¬ 
TER: Boarding, lessons, 
training, sales. Ponies 
for parties. English and 
Western riding lessons 
available. 18 Vining Hill 
Road, Southwick, MA 
(located behind Big 
Y/Ames Plaza). (413) 
569-5797. 

FOR SALE 

FOR SALE: Electric 
washer & dryer, excellent 
condition, $200; 4 white 
padded bistro chairs, 
$100. 781-2982. 

PERSONALS 

THANK YOU, ST. 

JUDE: For prayers 
answered. Publication 
promised. E.G. 


HELP WANTED 


HAIR / NAIL TECHS WANTED: For new, great 
Southwick salon. Leave commission behind and 
rent a space. - 531-1107. (Please leave message.) 




The 

Strain Family 
EQUESTRIAN CENTER' 

18 Vining Hill Road, 

Southwick, MA 

• Boarding • Lessons • Training • Sales 

- English & Western Riding Lessons Available - 

(413) 569-5797, 

' ' Located behind 

Big Y/Ames Plaza 


Ponies for 
Parties 


COMING SOON! 

OCEAN STATE JOB LOT 

OF SOUTHWICK, MA 


New England's Largest Deep-Discount Closeout Retailer has Immediate Openings for: 

$ 7.00/Hr. Min. Hiring Rate 

More based on experience 

Full or Part Time Sales Associates - Early Morning Flow Crew 

Pricing/Stocking/Cashiering/Displaying 

INTERVIEWING ON-SITE 

Starting April 15, 2003 

Monday thru Friday 9:30 am - 5 pm, Saturday 10 am - 4 pm 

201 COLLEGE HIGHWAY, SOUTHWICK, MA 

(Formerly Ames) _ 


$9. SO/Hr. Min. Hiring Hate 

More based on experience 
Section Merchandise Managers 

Ordering/Replenishment/Merchandising 


$ 8.00/Hr. Min. Hiring Rate 

More based on experience 
Front End Supervisors 

Supervising Cashiers/Customer Service 


Benefits Include: 100% Company Paid Individual Health after 1 vr. - FT only (50% co. paid after 90 days), 
Opportunity for Growth and Advancement, 401 (k) plan,/Vacation, Paid Breaks, other Benefits. 

Management Opportunities Available 
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bn no fitness to 


Discover why we 


At Fitness First, we do everything in our 
power to make your fitness experience 
enjoyable, achievable and valuable. 


At our club you will feel right at home in our 
all-inclusive, comprehensive fitness facility for 
one low enrollment: 


(Reg. $225) 

4 ^'- ■ 

WE FEATURE 

• Latest Group Exercise Classes 

• Beautiful Heated Pool and Spa 

• State-of-the-Art Fitness Equipment 

• Spinning® & BodyPump® 

• Racquetball & Basketball 

• Oversize Childcare Center 

• Personal Training Experts 

• AND SO MUCK MORE! 


Monthly dues apply. Must be 18 or older. 


60 North Westfield Street, Feeding Hills 


• www.fitnessfirsthealthclub.com 





















